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From the hig h school build ing on t he hill , in t h e 
northeast outskirts of the little town of Ing a lls in 
Gray Count y , Kansas , one c an look a cros s t he face of 
the g reat west e rn p lain and d iscern elements of a co l or-
ful p ast . Re lics an d v estig es r emain which f oste r 
memories of stories of trail blaz i ng , dreams of emp ire 
building , and the failures and triumphs of those wh o 
came b efore us . 
At the b ottom of this hil l , on which the school 
stands, lies the small villag e of Ing a lls . F if t y yea rs 
ag o, this was a p roud, g rowing town , the county seat of 
Gray County, located in a new , booming country , with a 
f lourish i ng p r a irie trade . 11. county seat wa r in the 
e a rly ' nineties with the neig hboring town of Cimarron 
stripp ed Ing a l ls of tho se former g lories . Now only the 
s it e s and a few r u i n s of t he old flour mills and factories 
remain to remind one of t ha t promising era . 
To the sou th of t he school g r ounds is a n old ab an-
doned irrig a tion ditch built half a c entu ry ag o . Brain 
child of a shrewd New York multi - milliona ire s portsman 
and manuf actu rer, A. T . Soule , i t had g iven promi se of 
turnin~ the adjoining pr8iries into an a gricultural 
par2dise . It was a gigantic project;, forty - five feet 
wide , s ix fe e t deep , and ninety-six miles long . 
A few hundred yards to the southeast is the site of 
the famous old Cimarron Crossing of the Arkansas River 
on t he Santa Fe Trail . Here was one of the oldest out-
posts of civilization in Kansas . In the early days, a 
fully-equipped stage station had been maintained at 
this point where the stages and wa&!: On trains crossed the 
Arkansas River into Mexico to take the short - cut to 
Santa Fe . The Spaniards named this place ·1~Cimarron, " 
which, in their language meant 1wild 1 , and many tra,2; ic 
scenes were enacted at this wild place . A short distance 
s outh of the Crossing is a clump of cottonwood trees 
whi ch marks the place where a band of savage Plains 
I ndians swooped down upon a wa~on train, which was wait-
ing for the swift current of the Arka nsas to recede so 
that the c .cossing might be safely made . The Mexican 
drivers-- a l mo st a score of them- -were brutally murdered 
and sca l ped . 
Exc ep t dur i ng unusual ly heavy rains , the Arkansas 
Rive r is now but a very narrow s tream which winds about 
a mile-wi de , s andy cou rse . Before t he big i rrigat i on dsrn 
wa s constructed at Pueblo , t h is wa s a g r e at r ive r . I n 
the spring , dark, swirling wat ers rushed down f rom the 
melting snows of the Colorad o Rockies . Then the river 
wa s navig able for many miles a nd was used as a na t ural 
highway for travellers and exp lorers in their travels 
to and from the Southwest. 
To the south of the river is a low, sandy, rolling , 
treeless pla in. The early Sp anish explorers ref erred to 
it as the ~Jornado i' or waterles s desert . This was t h e 
most feared portion of t he short-cut or dry route of 
the Santa Fe Trail as no water could be found for more 
than a hundred miles. 
On these hi l l s, b oth north a n d south of the Cimarron 
Crossing , one can still see the wag on ruts of the old 
Santa Fe Tra il. Seventy y e ars ~g o, when the Trail was 
an important transcontinental art ery of trade , it woul d 
have b een hard to visualize the mile- l ong freight t ra ins , 
the California Limited, and The Chief roaring down rail -
road tracks which followed this s ame route. 
The n0rth bank of the Arkansas Valley rises ab ruptly 
a hundred feet or more to a level p l ain . s tretching to the 
north as far as eye can see, are the high semi-arid p l a ins 
of north Gray County. Today these plains are sparsely 
settled, but a half century ag o nearly every quarter sec-
tion was some pione er's homestead. Many deep op en wel ls 
and abandoned home sites still mark the ef forts of the 
early settlers, who were forced to abandon their home -
ste ads by a cycle of dry years which f ollowed the b ou n-
teous rainfall at the time of the county's settlement . 
I, too, have seen these usually dark- b rown p lains 
chang e almost overnight to a v erdant g reen follo wing a 
h eavy s p ring or summer rain. Soon the yellow p rairie 
f lowers would tin t the l ands c ape , the beautiful c a r p et 
being bro,k en only here and there by lakes of &parkling 
rain water which filled the buffalo wallows . There 
were then no highways or fences to mar the country side. 
Herds of sleek cattle g razed over the nutritious buffalo 
g rass. 
The World War came and with i t a big dema nd for 
wheat. The buffalo g ras s sod was t urned under by t h e 
plow and the winding prairie trails d isapp eared . Gr av e l l ed 
roads b isected the prairies. Trucks must haul t h e g old en 
wheat to market. Bump er crop s followed and transf ormed 
the prairie country into l arg e wheat f arms with an 
occasional new house, hundreds of new tra ctors and c mnb i ne s, 
and shiny new automobiles and truck s everywhere. 
Then quite ab rupt l y this g lowi ng p icture chang ed . A 
drought cycle ca.me without warning , a cycle far more 
severe and of long er duration than any before known or 
imag ined. This time there was no bu.ffalo g rass to hold 
the soil and the fierce b lack g a les swep t b are the coun-
tryside. Fall after fall, the hardy settlers sowed 
their wheat, only to have the very seed blown f rom the 
g round. The farm lands were desolate--the prairie g rass 
had b e en destroyed, the cattle sold f or lack of feed 
and water, and the p eople were in hop el ess despair. 
Ei ght years of my life have been s pent in Gr ay County--
the years of its g reatest prosperity and d evelopment--
and I have learned to love the high p r a iries. I h a ve 
of ten p ondered the question of what h a s b e en the n e t 
r esult of t he y ears of cease les s l ab or of those who h ave 
made their h omes t here . In an attempt to an swer t h is 
question in part, I have dedic a t ed this thesis . 
For invaluab le assis tance in this endeavor , I am 
indebted to certain facu lty members of Fort Ha y s Kan s a s 
S t ate Colleg e. Thanks are due , first of all, to Dr . E . 
R. McC a rtney for p o inting out signif icant phases of a 
p roblem which wou ld at first seem to be purely of loc a l 
interest. Re cogni t ion is a lso due to Dr . R . T . McGr a th 
a nd Dr. F . B . Streeter, for their advice and ready h elp in 
locating ma terial and sourc es of i n f ormation. 
July, 1938 Marvin A. Hu b ert 
CHAPTER I 
Introduc t ion 
This t h esis is a study of t he e conomi c deve lopment 
of Gray County , Kans a s fr om the time of the o r ganizat ion 
of t h e c ounty in 188~ to the year 1 938 . Hi storical fact s 
a nd economic trends which tend t o show prog ress or re-
tardation hav e b e en o r g ani z ed in an attemp t t o show sig -
nif ica nt ph a ses of t h e p robl em . Even t h ou gh t h e study is 
l imited to a period of f ifty year s , important events in 
the h istory of the territory p r i o r to t his time are not 
ruled out i n sofa r as t h ey have a bearing on t h e future d e -
velopment of t h e c ounty . 
The plan of t he t he sis is t o devo t e a ch a p ter to 
each imp ort a n t div i sion of t h e econ omic ac t ivity of the 
county . In t h e followi ng chap t e r is outlined t h e phys ic a l 
characteristic s of soil a nd climate and t h eir eff e c t on 
economic lif e. The settlement of t he c ounty is then d is -
cu ssed in some d e t a il. Ea rly settlements and factors 
tend i ng to en courag e s e ttlement prior to 1887 are noted . 
A chap ter on ag r i culture g i v es a s t a tistical a nd g r aph i c 
study of the county's chief industry for t he entire fifty 
year p eriod. General trends a re commented u p on. Other 
minor industries and t h eir relative i mp ortance in the 
economic scheme are analyzed. Th e evid en c es of s oc ial de -
- ~ 
velopment as found in the towns, on t he farms , and ove r the 
county in g eneral are born e out in t h e next t o t h e l as t 
chap ter. In t h e fina l ch a pter an apprai s a l i s made of 
past accompli shments, of curr ent economic f or c e s at wor k , 
and of p ossible futu re trends f rom p as t a nd p resent ind i -
cations, which g ive pr9mise of effe c t i ng the welf ar e of 
the population. 
The author is quick to realize and ex press t he l i mita -
tions which i mmed iately arise wh en a stu dy of so l arg e a 
scop e is attempted. The only possib . lity of b ring i ng the 
problem to a successful conclusion i n t he limited time ava i l -
able was to org anize the i mp ortant h is t o rica l and e conomic 
events so that a log ical presentation of t he gen eral trends 
of the p rob lem could be made . The author i s also a ware 
that the same subject could h ave b een a ppro a ched from wide -
ly diverse ang les with just as g ood or better r e sults . 
CHAPTER II 
Natu r a l Charac teristics 
Physiography and Geology 
Gray County is a p a r t of the hig h plains region whi ch 
makes up a pproximat e l y the western third of the state of 
Kansas. The west ern b oundary of the county is eighty 
mi les fr om t he Colorado stat e line , and the southern boun-
dar y is f orty mil e's from Oklahoma . The area of this 
county is 864 squ are mi les , being thirty-six miles from 
north to south , and twent y-four miles wide , from east to 
west. 
The surfac e f e atures are , in general , t h ose of a 
broad g ently rolling plain, through which the Arkansas 
River has carved ou t a valley from one t o one and a half 
mi les in wi dth a nd fr om 40 to 1 25 feet below the g eneral 
level of the upland s. The f lood plain is comparatively 
level, .and g ive s ri s e to a fir s t and a second b ottom 
a long most of its cour s e. Most of t h e flo od pla in is on 
the north side of t h e p resen t r iv e r channel. 
The bluffs on the north s ide of t h e riv er r i se rather 
a b rup tly from the valley. These form the roughest and 
most broken part of the county. North of the river is a 
marg in of rolling land from one- hal f to a mile in width, 
which merg es into t h e bluffs at the edg e of the v alley. 
On the sout h sid e of the river the bluffs are comp arative-
ly g entle. 
The surfa ce north of the river is level or g ently 
rolling . The p rairies are d otted by many small depressions , 
but these have little influence u p on the g eneral ch ara c ter 
of the top og raphy. In t h e extreme north of the northwest 
part of the county, as well as i n t h e extreme northeast 
portion of the county, the surf ace is somewhat b rok en by 
an eroded area that forms a p art of the drainag e basin of ,, 
the P awnee River. 
South of t h e Ark ansas River are s and dunes . The 
height of these dunes varies f rom less t h an 5 f eet to more 
than 60 feet. These dunes are larg er and more numerous 
for the first two miles south of the river valley. The 
sand dunes are of recent orig in. Dunes may n ow b e seen 
tha t have recently been blown out of the river b ed in the 
direction of the hills. Th e material of these dunes comes 
i n part from the g reat body of sand that is g radually mov-
ing down the river. The present dunes were d oub tless 
larg ely derived from the old channels of t h e river when 
the river swung northward and lef t t h e old bed to the 
f . 1 action of the dri ting winds . 
South of t he sand hill area are l a r g e l evel areas 
wi t h no perceptible sys t em of dra inag e . In the south-
east corner of the county the re a re several square miles 
of somewhat eroded land which is t h e b eg inning of the 
north end of the drainag e s y stem of Crooked Creek which 
is a t ributary of t h e Canadian Rive r to the south . 
Soils 
One of the most valuab le resourc e s of Gray County 
is the g en erally f ertile soil f ound wi thin i ts b order . 
G The g en eralized s oil map of the c ounty which f ollows 
shows the a pproximat e exten t of t he s o il t yp es . 
D Richfield Silt Lo am 
Sand dunes and 
sandy soils 
- F inney Clay 
a . P awnee River drainag e 
b asin 
b . Crooked Creek drainag e 
basin 
Fig . 1 Generalized Soil 
Map of Gray County Kansas 
1. U. S . Department of Ag riculture, Bureau of Soils, F ield 
Operations of the Bureau of Soils, 190 4 . (Sixth Rep ort ), 
p . 899-901 
G. Southwestern Bell Telephone Comp any, Economic Survey of 
Kansas , p . 25- 26 
The soil north of the Arkansas River and south of 
the sand dunes is essentially of two p rincip al classes: 
the wind b lown soils which p redominate north of the river , 
and t he residual soils which p redominate south of the 
river. Th e texture of both cla s ses is larg ely that of a 
silt loan1, which is excellently adap ted to wheat g rowing . 
The Richfield Silt Loam is an extremely uniform 
soil type. The soil is a dark or ch ocolate b rown silty 
loam, in which is f ound from l b to 20 p er cent of very 
f ine sand. The dark color usually extends to a dep th of 
16 to 18 inches, but the zon e of weathering often reaches 
to 30 or 40 inches, dep ending upon the top og raphy . Th e 
sub soil is a light-g ray, very mealy, silty loam many f eet 
in thickness. In north Gray County he Ri chfield Si l t 
Loam f orms almost the exclusive soil typ e, dotted here 
and there with small areas of the F i nney clay, which has 
been derived from it. 
The Richi'ield Silt Loam is highly retentive of 
moisture when a g ood mulch is kep t on the surface, but 
because of its f ine t?exture evap oration quickly relieves 
it of its moisture content when cap illarity is unb roken. 
It is easily put in condition for crop s and is an ideal 
soil for g eneral ag ricultural purp oses. This is the best 
soil in the county and doub tless the b est in this part of 
the state. 3 It is elevated approximately a hundred feet 
ab ove the water ta ble. Roots of p l ants g rowing on it ex-
tend to g reat depths , there being no h a rdpan or impene-
t r able layers t o ob struc t the d ownwar d movement of e ither 
root s or water. 
The Dunesand, while almost a pure medium-to-fine 
sand, is sufficiently comp act to h old its e l f in position, 
excep t in places where veg etation has b e en removed . The 
sand is of a tawny or yellowish color and is fr om a f ew 
fee t to 60 feet deep. The most importan t use to which t he 
Dunesand was put f or many years was p asture l a nd . It was 
g enerall y covered with veg etation, cons isting principally 
of sag e b rush, Spanish d agger (soap - we ed) , and bunch, and 
b lue stem g r a sses. When the veg etatio is removed , the 
dunes are p rac t ical l y uncontrollab le. 4 The eff ect of 
pas turing too many head of catt le on these dunes is the 
same as t hat produced b y the use of the plow . 
The F inney clay i s a dark tenacious soil , from two to 
six f eet deep , overlying the heavy silt loam of great 
d ep th. 5 When the soil b ecomes dry larg e cracks, of t en t wo 
3 . U. S . Dep artment of Ag riculture , Bureau of Soils, F1ield 
Op era tions of t he Bureau of Soils, 1 904 . (Sixt h Report) , 
p . 905-90 6 
4. Ibid, p . 90 3 
5. I b id, p . 90 9 
inches or more in width, are f ormed . I t is found almost 
wholly in the up l a nd p r airies north of the river, occupy-
ing small local depressions , known as 11buffalo wallows 11 
or 11 s wales. n It is surrounded on all sides by the Rich-
f ield Silt Loam. The Finney clay is of little ag ricultur-
al value, and in a few p laces the presence of this stiff 
heavy clay soil p resents some diff iculty in the cultiva-
tion of the surrounding lighter soil . This type was for -
merly covered with a p oor variety of swamp g rass . 
Rough stony land occupies the more precipitous bluff 
line north of the river6 and is about one-half mile in 
width. The surface is ve ry irregular and rough, so much 
so that it is unfit f or agricultural purposes . Only an 
inferior and scant veg eta t ion exis t s o~ it, excep t in 
some of the wider draws, where buffalo g rass is found . 
A phase of the Laurel loam occupies a p ort ion of the 
first b ottom on both sides of the river . The soil varies 
from a dark-g ray heavy sandy loam to a heavy silt loam, 
with only a small p ercentage of sand . The depth of the 
loam varies from 1 2 to 36 inches. I t is underlain by an 
inter-stratified fine sand and silt . 7 The soil is easily 
6. u. s. Department of Agriculture, Bure au of Soils, Field 
Op erations of the Bureau of Soils, 190 4. (Sixt h Report), 
p. 909 
7. Ibid, p. 909-910 
and quickly saturated and as easily dried out. These-
cond bottom phase is esp ecially adap ted to the growth of 
alfalfa and sug ar beet s . 
Elevation 
The E;l-Levation at Cimar r on, in the Arkansas River 
Valley, is 2 ,625 feet. At Dodg e City, nineteen miles east, 
the elevation is 2 ,509 f eet, and at Garden City , 33 miles 
west the elevation is 2 ,836 feet. The fall of the Arkan-
sas River is approxima t ely six and one-half feet p er mile 
from Garden City to Dodg e City. El evation has p ronounced 
eff ects on climatic condit ions. The regular increase in 
elevation and decrease in rainfall from east to west in 
Kansas is ref lected in a like chang e in humidity . Und er 
these conditions, with the high dry winds, evaporation in-
creases from east to west. This factor is i mportant in 
judg ing rainfall requirements. The rainfall at Garden City 
averag es more than one i n ch less per year than at Dodg e 
City, 8 f i f ty miles east. 
8 . U. s. Weather Bureau, Climatic Summary of the United 
~tates, Sec. 40 Western Kansas, p . 9, 10 , and 11. 
Climate 
Whi.le o t her char acter istic s have some i nf luence on 
ag ricu lture conditions , st ill t hey are of little v alue 
without rainfall, sui tab le temp erat ure for plant g rowt h , 
or a g rowing season l ong enough to mature crops . The i n -
lan d position of wes t e rn Kansas g ives it a typ ical con-
tinental clima t e . It i s far from any l a r g e water b ody . 
Th e sup p ly of mo i s ture comes p rincip ally f rom t he Gul f of 
Mexico . Th is i n itself limits the annua l r a infall . The 
g enenal leve l n e ss of t h e p l a ins p ermi ts a wi de d i rec t 
sweep of the winds . 
Precip it a t i on 
Moisture is the ch ief limi ting _fac t or of c r op g rowth 
in western Kansas . Howev e r , the d is t r i but i on of precip i -
t at ion thr oug h the year i s f avora b l e f or crop g r owth . 
Approximately 77 p er cen t of the an nual amoun t f a l ls in 
the six mon t h s, April to S ep t ember inclusiv e , when t he 
9 
g rowing sea son is a t its he i gh t and mo i s t u re is mo s t needed . 
This averag e for t h e six-month p eriod of the g r owing s e a son 
9. U.S. Weather Bureau, Climatic Summary of t h e United 
States, p. 1. 
is a pproximately the same as falls in the Dakotas and 
three-fourths of the averag e for Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio for the corresp onding part of the year. 
The averag e r a inf all in Gray County compares f avor-
a bly with other western Kansas counties. Tab le I which 
follows shows that the rainfall received at Cimarron 
has averag ed almost as much as the averag es at Dodg e City, 
and Hays, and ab out two inches more per year than the 
average for the western third of t h e state . 
Table I. Rainfall in Western Kansas 
Period covered Dodge Garden Hays Wallace Cimarr- Western 








of Ks . 
:::::5 . 84 17.63 
21.81 12 .10 ""' 21.71 16.33 
21.71 17.95 22 . 34 14.79 19. 25 
19.33 20 . 27 24 .94 17 . 28 21.13L 19.78 
18.87 20 . 07 21.51 1 5 . 134- 20 . 83 19. 26 
24 .56 20 . 16 20 . 73 17.03 (. 22.10 19.97 
15.48 14.26 21.30 14.15C 14.30 1 5 .12 
a. For 1 year only c. For 6 years only 
b . For 5 years only d. F or 5 years only 
e. At Sharon Spring s 
Compiled from Weather Bureau, Climatolog ical Data, 
Topeka, Kansas station . 
Investig ations carried on by the United Stat es Depart-
ment of Agr iculture in its work at the 1dry-land 1 experi-
ment stations reveals that only 31 p er cent of the low 
crop yields in the Great Plains area were due to inad-
equate annual p recip itation. 10 The majority of the low 
yields were due to inhib itory factors other than inad-
equate annual precip itation. Deficient annual rainfall, 
inop portune distribution thereof, hailstorms, high winds, 
hot winds, soil b lowing , plant diseases, insects, and 
numerous other factors have a bearing on crop production 
in this area. 
Table II on p a g e 15 shows the p recip itation at 
Cimarron, Kansas for the period , 1906-1936, by years and 
mo1ths with averag es for the same. The averag es for all 
the Weather Bureau s tations in the western third of 
Kansas are also g iven for the p eriod available . Most of 
this data is shown on g r aph form on p ag e 1 5~ as represent-
ed in F i g . 2 . 
F i g . 2 shows the g reat fluctuation in the rainfall 
from year to year. The last six years h a v e be en below 
normal in rainfall. Prior to the present drought period 
there has never been more than t wo years in succ ession in 
which the rainfall has been less than t wenty inches, which 
is the 31 year average at Cimarron. 
The torrential downpours is a factor why total pre-
10. U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Dry Land Experiment 
Stations, (19 28), p. 32-39 
cip itation and crop production are not relat ive to each 
other at all times. The hard loamy soils are unable to 
absorb moisture quickly and extensive run-off results. 
Sometimes one may find the paradox of crop s in one part 
of a field drying up b ec_ause of l a ck of moisture and 
drowning in the lower p laces b ecause of too much water. 
The question of whether there has been any p rogress -
ive chang e in the amount of p recip itation h as been t he 
subject of much p opula r discus sion . Many people ·of this 
section have had the belief that 1' rainfall f ollows the 
p low. " This contention is not borne out by reliab le 
g overnment precip itation records , some of which were be -
gun more than sixty years ag o. 
Climat ic F a c t ors 
The temperat ure is f a vorable to crop s adapted to a 
temp erate climat e, except that the cold summer nig hts in 
this high altitude exclude the g rowi ng of crop s, such as 
cott on and tob acco, which do not thrive under these con-
ditions. The av e rag e annual temp erature is in the neigh-
b orhood of the 54 . 3 as rep re sent ed by records at Dodg e 
City coveri ng 60 years.11 The rang e b etween the high 
Tl. U.S. Weather Bureau , Climat olog ical Rep ort --Kansas 
Section, 1936. p. 96. 
temperatures of summer afternoons and the low point s of 
C 
nights is close to 30 . Averag e maximum temp erature s a re 
0 
66 .7 and minimum are 41.7. Hig h e st .temp eratures ever re-
0 
ported at Cimarron was 110 in July, 1936 . The lowest in 
the immediate area wa s - 26°at Dodg e City in F ebrua r y , 18 99. 
The g eneral levelness of the t op og r aphy p ermits a 
relatively high wind v e l ocity, and when the direc t ion 
changes from southerly to northerly, an ex treme drop in 
temp erature may result within a very short period . The 
average wind movement in t his ,section of Kansas is among 
the highest found in any inland part of the country. The 
windiest months are March, April, and Ma y , and the mont h 
of least wind is August. The wind velocit y at t he Dodg e 
City station, which is repre s ent a tive of this par t of the 
state, has averaged 1 2 miles per hour f or the 3 3 years 
prior to 1900.1 2 The most damag ing wind s are t h e h ot winds 
that sweep from the south during a dry, heat ed p eriod of 
summer while shade temp eratures are rang i ng from 100 to 
110 and which cause rap id d esiccation of g rowi ng crop s. 
Hi gh winds of early s p ring of t en cause much damag e by 
b lowing off the loose u pper soil, especial l y if it happen s 
to be dry. In such cases soil may be blown i' rom t h e root s 
1 2 . Yearbo ok of the Department - of Ag riculture, 1 908, p . 294 
Tab le II. Precipitation At Cimarron , Gray County , Kanss. s 
(1906 to 1936) 
An- WesteJ 
Jan. Feb . Mar . Apr . M~X June July Aug . Sept . Oct . Nov . Dec . nual Kans~ 
0 . 35 0 .97 1.15 2 . 24 0 . 7 2 2 . 66 5 . 23 4 . 42 5 . 78 2 . 67 0 . 98 0 ~57 27 ~74 
0 .30 0 .19 0 .15 0 .71 2 . 30 3 . 42 7 . 39 2 . 69 0 . 70 1. 96 0 . 45 1.80 22 ~06 
T 0 . 56 T 1.89 0 . 76 7 . 77 2 . 85 1 . 24 1.17 1 . 52 1. 95 . T 19 ~71 
0 . 40 0 . 31 1. 64 0 .15 1 . 84 5 . 13 2 . 00 G. 60 L 20 0 ~88 5 ~46 0 ~55 22 ~16 
0 . 40 0 . 30 T 1. 07 1. 43 1.4G 2 . 87 5 . 60 0 . 0 1 1. :25 0 . 10 0 ~15 14 . 00 
0 . 35 4 ~55 0 ~7 3 0 . 44 3 . 88 0 ~68 3 ~36 4 . 76 0 . 31 0 ~82 0 . 87 1. 82 22 ~57 
0 . 23 2 .39 1.18 3 . 28 1. 54 6 ~84 4 . 89 9 . 84 2 . 59 0 . 35 0 . 25 0 . 05 33 . 43 
0.40 1. 40 0 .13 1. 68 0 ~63 3 . 51 0 . 36 0 . 29 4 . 53 0 . 25 1. 8 2 2 . 54 17 . 54 
0 ~1 5 0 .19 0. 21 2 . 27 5 . 44 5 . 17 1.13 2 . 11 0 . 33 0 . 74 0 0 . 51 18 . 2. 5 
I 1~02 2 .05 1. 21 3 . 05 4 . 7 2 2 . c l 4 ~16 5 ~00 3 . 85 2 ~80 0 . 1 2 L12 30 . 31 
I 0 ~45 0 . 04 0 . 65 2 . 50 0 . 40 4 . 00 0 . 60 2 . 50 1 . 55 1 . 79 0 . 08 0 . 37 14~93 
I 0 . 20 ·o 0~ 21 1.34 1. 88 0 . 47 2 . 34 4 . 36 0 ~56 0 . 19 0 . 53 0 . 20 1 2 ~28 
0~35 0 .43 2 . 25 1.14 2 . 66 1. 29 2 . 90 0 . 47 2 . 9 2 2 . 46 0 . 31 3 ~49 20 ~67 
o~::::o 1. 30 1.12 3 . 0 3 2 . 0 4 2 . 57 2 . 06 0 . 62 2 ~1 2 0~97 1. 07 0 . 07 17 . 17 
0 ~04 0.15 0 . 23 1. 21 2 . 45 2 . 46 5 ~61 1.69 2 . 46 3 . 67 0 . 76 0 . 51 ;?, l . 24 
0 ~29 0.61 0 . 0 2 2 . 69 0 . 50 8 . 68 3 ~00 2 . 20 1. 57 0 . 19 T 0 . 45 20 ~20 
0 ~24 1~ 05 1. 40 2 . 67 2 . 81 0 . 65 1. 3 2 2 . 93 0 . 51 T l. G8 . T 14 ~86 
> 0 . 01 0 .10 0 . 33 2 . 51 7.18 4 . 40 2 . 51 0~96 4 . 97 4 . 65 0 . 36 0 . 30 28 ~38 
b 0.10 1.00 3.00 2 ~30 1. 00 0 . 90 1.87 2 ~03 2 . 30 1. 65 T 0 . 44 16 ~59 
T 0 .30 o . 09 4 . 3t3 2 . 06 2 . ~6 5. 6I 5 . 4'7 5 . 3? 0 . 80 I. 2I T 27~ 50 
0.11 u .67 1. 44 0 . 57 1. 81 2113 2 . 86 1.49 3 . 1 7 0 . 16 0 . 79 0 . 37 15 . 57 
T 0 . 3G 1.86 3.94 0.74 4 .15 2 . 81 2 . 56 2 . 45 - T 0 . 06 0 . 22 19.11 
3 . T 1~ 21 0 . 87 2 .71 4 . 01 8 .40 6 . 8 2 2 . 77 1.75 3 . ~7 3 . 23 0 . 29 35 . 33 
0.36 0.5 2 0 .41 0 .84 2 . 58 3 . 50 4 . 03 1. 44 3 . 15 8 . 76 1. 57 0 21.16 
) (J .II 0 T 1. 37 4 . 52 1.40 2 / 17 1. 37 2 . 1 2 5 . 38 2 . 07 0 . 22 21 . 33 GG . 9: 
L -T o.6E3 L73 2 . 05 3 . 84 0 . '.2 7 1.93 2 .19 0 .18 0 . 66 1.65 0 . 25 15 . 43 15 . 6 1 
1. 27 0 .15 0 . 82 1. 58 1.81 5 . 85 1 . 07 1.93 0 . 4 2 0 . 70 0 . 18 0 . 06 15 . 84 17 . 0 
5 0 0 .40 0 .19 1.58 4 .13 1. 50 0 . 56 2 .70 0 . 45 1. 34 0 . 79 0 . 5 G 1 4 . 16 17.90 
0 .17 1. 47 0 . 46 0 . 95 1.11 l. G4 0 . 86 0 . 40 1.80 0 . 81 0 . 81 T 10. 68 11.1 
) 0 .49 0 .38 0 . 8 9 T 5.69 2 . 88 T 2 . 10 2 . 68 0 . 7 i:!. 0 . 75 0 . 02 l b . 60 1 5 . 2 
) 0 . 31 0 . 03 0 1. 43 4.98 0 . 88 1. 20 1.54 1. 34 0 . 44 0 0 . 95 1 3 . 10 13.7 . 0 . 27 0 .77 0 .79 1.86 G. 63 3 .18 2 .79 2 . 65 2 . 07 1. 48 0 . 95 0 . 54 20 . 00 16 . 2 
Comp iled f rom Climatolog ical Data , u. s . Dep artment of 
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or the p lant may suffer mechani c a l damag e by rap idly 
moving p articles of soil c a r ried by the wind . 
Evaporat i on at Gar den City , whi ch is 1 5 miles west 
of the Gray Count y line , was 54 . 945 inches during the 
g ro 1i ng season, Apri l 1 t o Sep temb er 30 , for the p eriod 
f rom 1908 to 1931 . The yearly eva p o r at ion has averag ed 
more than 60 i nch e s , or a great e r rate of evaporation 
than a~ any dry- f a r ming exp er i ment s tat ion in the United 
States . 1 3 More t han 20 i n ches of ra i nfall would be re-
quired in order to b e e qu i v a lent t o 1 5 i nches of rainfall 
a long the Canadi an b order. Imp ro ved methods of cultiva-
tion , which p e rmit g r eater s t orag e of moisture , will de-
crea se the r a te of e v ap ora tion . 
Ha i l 
Hail is a menace t o g rowi ng c r ops , esp ec ially wheat , 
ove r all the s outhwestern p art of Kans a s . The heaviest 
f a l l s g enera lly occur i n J une a nd t he fi r s t part of Jul y , 
when wheat is mos t sus c ep tible t o damag e , and f r equently 
leave paths extending across entire countie s or g roups 
oi' counties. Ha il losses of $ 1 0 0 , 000 to $ 500, 0 0 0 f or 
1 3 . U. s. Dep t. of Agricul t ure, Plant Industry Bulletin 
No. 171.172 .178 , 182 .18 4-188, 190 .191. 1910 , p. 17 
single storms are almost annual 0ccurence s and several 
instances have l;)_een reported where the los s from a 
sing le storm area has amounted to from $ 1, 000 , 000 to 
$3,000,000; On May 4, 1931 a damag ing hail s t orm cross-
ed parts of 'Stant on, Kearney, Finney, Ha skell , and Gr a y 
Counties causing a loss of $1,500, 000 to the wh eat 
crop.14 
The actual fre quency of d amag ing hail ove r a g iven 
ares. is not definitely known b ut f i gures comp i l ed 1~ rom 
extended exp erience of insuran ce comp ani e s i ndi c a t e i t 
may run as high as ten p er cent per y e a r. I n 1929 the 
stock companies retired from hail u nde rwr i ting i n Gray 
I 
County and asked for permission to ch arg e a 12 per cent 
premium . 
F rosts 
Damage from late spring f rost is not cons i d e r ed a 
serious matter in t his part of Kansas . The growing sea-
son averag es 169 days for the county. 15 The variation 
in the leng th of the g rowi ng season from y ear to year i s 
14. Climatolog ical Data , Kans a s Sec t ion, Vol. XLV, 
'ropeka , Kansas , Annual, 1931. No. 13 p . 97 
1 5 . Climatic Summary , Sec. 40 Western Kansas , p . 22 and 23. 
g reat here, as few as 148 days having been recorded be-
tween the last killing spring frost to the first killing 
fall frost. The long est g rowing season wa s in 1919 with 
238 days. The average for the past decade has been very 
high, with ae out 200 days averag e. 
The averag e date of the first killing frost at 
Cimarr on is the 15th of October, but killing frosts have 
occurred as early as the 23rd of September . Damage from 
these e a rly fall frosts is rather frequent to the grain 
sorghum. crops . 
Native Veg etation 
Areas of sandy loose soil, which form about one-
sixth of the total county area., suppor t tall grass. The 
tight soils are unable to .receive the rainfall rapidly 
enough to p revent run-off and evaporation. These soils 
support the short g rass. 
The short buffalo and grama grasses furnish ex-
cellent grazing land with a carrying capacity of 40 or 
60 head of c a ttle, almost the year around, per section. 
The number of cattle that can be pastured varies with the 
rainfall received and other climat ic conditions. 
The phenomenal drought during t h e last six years 
and the destructive action of dust storms in addition to 
close g razing for a number of years h a s ki lled prac ticall y 
all the p ermanent p asture s , excepting in the valley of the 
Arkansas River. The native pasture cannot be easily re-
stored once extens ive a r eas h ave been destroyed. It is 
v e ry difficult to secure seed and in all p rob ability much 
of the fine native g rass l ands could n eve r be repl a ced even 
if an attempt we re made . 
Trees 
The ab sence of tree g rowth was mark ed in the early days . 
Prairie fires in t h e p ast were the worst enemy of tree g row-
th in western Kansas and , in p ar t , account for the present 
limited stand. Early settlers remember when there was only 
. 1 6 
one tree between Dodg e City and Cimarron on the Arkansas . 
At p resent trees are g rowing quite ext ensively in t h e river 
b ot t om. Most of t hese are cottonwoods and wil l ows fr om 
seed washed down from the mountains in Colorado. 
Much of Gray County was set t led under · provisions of the 
Timber Claim Act. The homes teader could secure title to a 
quarter-section of land by p lanting 10 acres to forest 
16. Egbert, J. H., Cimarr on, Kansas Interview . 
trees and maintaining this area for a period of eight years . 
The p lan did not prove successful in this county in p romot -
ing an abundance of trees. Only a relatively small part 
of the trees planted survived. In many cases the homestead-
er planted the r equired 10 acre s of trees merely as a for-
mality. Many planted locust trees with a corn p lanter, or 
stuck cottonwood t wi g s in the soil exp ecting them to g row. 
Others planted t rees which were not adap ted to this part of 
the state. Some 20 ,40 9 a cres of artificial f orest had been 
p lanted in the county b y 1886 , of which only 252 acres sur-
vived the dry year of 1887.17 
A limited number of trees are now g rowing in the county 
with p rob ably ab out one- t hird of the farmsteads maintaining 
a few fruit and s h ade trees, which in many instances a re 
more or less regularly irrig ated from the windmill pump . 
Trees are also successfully g rown wi thout irrigation where 
varieties adapted to the climate have been p lanted, and 
e f forts have been made to conserve the moisture by keep ing 
down we eds and mulching t he soil after rains . 
17. State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Rep ort, 1887- 88 . 
Native Animal Life 
Early settlers tell of the times when Gray County, and 
especially the Arkansas Valley, was a veritable par adise 
f or wild anirnal~ life. Hunters and trapp ers and other eco-
logical factors conting ent upon civilization have eliminat-
ed much of the wild animal life, esp ecially the mammals . 
Th ousands of bison and antelope once g razed the prairies, 
deer, elk, and antelope as late as 1898, and wild horses 
were f ound by the early settlers, especially in the valley 
of the Arkansas.18 Fur bearing animals were also found in 
much larger numbers than is generally known . Gray wolves, 
coyotes, kit-foxes, skunks, badgers , otter, beaver, musk-
rats, weasel, are some of the mammals that were qui te 
p lentiful in the early days. During the winter of 1873 
more than 600 beaver were caught on the Arkansas between 
Dodg e City and Garden City. 1 9 
Other mammals native to Gray County were the prairie 
dogs, sing le 'towns' sometimes covered hundreds of acres , 
jack rabbits, cottontails, and ground squirr els. Other 
animals that were numerous included the rattlesnake which 
18. Terrence Burns, Ingalls , Kansas, Interview~ 
19. 'Doc I Barton, I ngall s, Kansas, Interview. 
is only rarely found today. The prairie dogs were exter-
minated a score of years ag o when the county offered a 
bounty on them. Jack rabbits became so numerous a few 
years ago that .they became a menace to the wheat industry, 
and the ground squirrel (citellus tridecemlineatus) and 
the p ocket g opher (geomys bursarius) are particularly ob-
noxious in fields of newly planted g rain. 
Before the Arkansas River was dammed near Pueblo, 
Colorado, there was a p lentiful supply of bass, channel 
catfish, and river t rout. The river, and, during years of 
heavy · rainfall, the u p l and p onds and lakes were covered 
with wild ducks and geese . Prairie chickens were found in 
larg e ntj.rnbers on the prairies until the recent drought and 
dust storms. 
Water Supply 
A natural resource of great importance is the plenti-
ful underg round supply of water which underlies as far as 
is known the whole of Gray County from 2 5 to 150 feet be-
neath the surface. Almost every farm has a windmill which 
pump s water to the surface for human use, for the live-
stock, and for irrigation of the family g arden . During --
drought years, when dry land farming becomes extremely un-
profitable, there is always talk of tapping this extensive 
underground water reservoib. The h i g h cost of installing 
sat isfactory pump ing units has prevented any of these p l ans 
from -materializing. It is p robable that one or t wo of 
de~p wells will be completed in the north part of 
the county within the next year and the results wi l l be 
watched by many with keen interest . 
Several pumping plants have been installed in the 
river valley where the underg round water supply is avail-
able in practically inexhaustible quantities at a shallow 
depth. In 1920 there were almost two thous and acres under 
irrig ation in the county. GO There has been no increase 
since that time. There has been a decided lack of capital , 
probably because the pre s ent ventures are not proving very 
profitable. Market conditions do not at present justify 
any extensive irrigation development even in the river 
valley where water can be pump e d cheaply , much less on the 
prairies where water must be pump ed a hundred feet or more . 
At the time of t he settlement of western Kansas in the 
late 'eighties several plans for extensive irrigation pro-
jects were put into effect. Most of these planned to use 
the Arkansas River as t heir source of water supply, the 
20. State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Report , 1919~20 
underflow not having been d iscovered at that t ime . In 1884 
the Eureka Irrig ating Canal Comp any constructed an irriga-
tion c anal in Gray County . Its intake from the Arkansas 
River was ab out a mile west of the present town of Ing alls 
and it wa s built along t h e top of a ridg e north of the 
r iver and extended ninety-six mi l es down the v a lley. By 
1 888 more than 336 miles of irrig ation ditches had been 
c onstructed a long the u pp er v a l ley of the Arkansas and were 
designed to irrig ate 300 , 000 acres . Most of t h e ditches 
cqu ld not be op era ted suc c essful ly , as wa s the case with 
the Eureka Ditch , sin ce the whole volume of t he Arkansas 
Rive r was but t wo-third s of the we s tern Kans a s requirement , 
and Colorado farmers left much les s t h an t hat . 21 
In 1919 ano ther attemp t was made to r e vive the Eureka 
Ditch, in Gray County . The ditch wa s repai red , a larg e 
hole or " sump " wa s dug in the river b ot tom near t he int ake 
of the old canal. The plan was to utilize the underflow 
and pump water therefrom into the canal. The venture did 
not p rove very prof it able and was abandoned when the II sump 1' 
was destroyed by a f lood in 1923. 
It is g enerally acknowledg ed that there is an exist-
ence of a larg e b ody of water under-g round suff iciently 
81 . State Board of Agriculture, Seventh Biennial Report , 
1887-1888. 
a bundan t to irrigate fr om f ive t o t wenty acres on every 
,, 2 
qua r ter- section . ~ The op i nion has been expressed by ex-
p erts t h at i f t he farmer c ou ld i rr i g ate five acres he 
could make a living during drought years and could be -
come well- to - d o if wa t er for t wenty a cres were ava ilab le . 
The farmer c ould liv e t hrough the driest years, and in 
wet years t h e r e s t of his farm wou ld produce , as we know , 
ab undan t l y . 
Ex tensive e xp eriments in irrig ation at t he Gar den 
City Exper iment Station reve a l the fact t hat milo and 
kafir can b e g r own very suc c essfull y under irrigation with 
t remendously inc reased yi elds over dry land farming . The 
low p rice of t hes e grains makes larg e p er acre incomes 
imp os s i b le . 23 
Th e exper i ment s a t Garden Ci t y s h ow that yields of 
smal l g rain crop s such a s wheat , oats, and b arley are con-
trolled to a g rea t er ex t ent b y prev ailing conditions t han 
by a vai l ab le amounts of wa ter , and n o ma tter h ow much 
water is avai l abl e g ood y i e l ds cannot b e i n sur ed i n years 
of adve rse climat i c cond i tions . 
22. S t a te Bo a r d of Agri cul ture , Seventh Biennial Report , 
Rob ert Hay, Ch ief Geol og is t of the U. S . Artesian and 
Under-flow I nvestig at i on. p . 29 
23 . Agricultural Exp eriment Station , K. S . A. C, Manhattan , 
Kansas. Bulletin 228 , J u ne, 1922 . nRel a t ion of Cr op 
Yields to Quantity of Irrig a tion Water i n Southwe s ter n 
Kansas. u 
The utilization of the under-g rOllild water resources 
in Gray County will prob ably develop very slo~ ly even in 
t he ri v·er valley. High p rices for food stuff s in t h e 
future might make b adly needed c apital available for t he 
construction oT pump ing plants. · 
CHAPTER III 
Settlement of County 
Mo st of the territory occupied b y the present state 
of Kans as was ceded to the United States by France in 1803 
as par t of . t he Louisana Purchase . At tha t t ime it was an 
u n explor ed wilderness , inhaoited only by Ind ians . France 
had a c qu i red the land in 1800 from Spain, wh o had claimed 
i t b y v irtue of the exp lorations of Coronado , believed 
to have led an exp edi tion into Kansas about 1541 i n search 
of t h e f abl ed cit i es of Cib ola . 
The Uni ted States Government sent out seve r a l exp lor-
i ng exp ed it i ons into the new territory . In 1806 an ex-
p ed ition led b y Zebulon M. Pike c ros s ed Kansas from east 
to west, rea ching a s f'ar as the Rocky Mountains . Maj or 
Long led a part y of Unit ed States Government top og raphical 
eng ineers u p the Ar kans a s Val l ey throu gh Kan s a s i n 181 9 
and 1820. 1 Both e xped i t ion s - f ol lowed t h e Ar~ansas Ri ver 
and trav ersed t h e territory which i s now Gra y County. 
The Arkansas River was t h e natural g a teway which many 
1. Kan sas Historical Collec t ions, Vol. 8 , Morehouse, G. P . 
earl y exp lorers , travelers , and traders used in their 
j ou r neys t o and from the Southwest . 
I n Oc t ob e r of 1 80 6 Pike described the Ar kansas, 2 
which his party ascended , as ab out five hundred yards 
wi d e, banks not more than four feet high and thinly cover-
e4 with c o ttonwoods . On the north side was a low p rairie, 
and on the s outh a sandy, sterile desert . Reports of the 
f ew travelers and traders who , subs e quent to Pi ke's ex-
pedition , traversed the sandy country f ound along the 
Upp er Arkans as , but stre:agthened the belief in a Great 
Amer ican Sahara . 
The Santa Fe Trail 
It is t rue t hat there was no Santa F e Trail till 
white man m~de it , however , the old Indian traditions 
and other proof s c l e a rly establish that along parts of its 
course, t her e was a p rehistoric , well - marked and used 
h i g hway to and f rom the S outhwest . 3 
St art ing about 1 8 22 , t raders beg an to cross Kansas 
to r each Sant a Fe , t he prin c ipal t .rading point in north-
western Mexico. The Santa Fe Trail, following the vall ey 
2 . Kansas Historical Co l le ctions, Vol. 6 . 
3. Morehous e, G . P., Kansa s Historica l Collect i on s, Vo l . 8 , 
p . 141. 
of the Arkansas River, wa s estab lish ed, and travel r ap id-
ly incr e a sed ov er it. It bec ame a g r eat r o ad more than 
700 miles l ong , a hard, smooth thorofare from 60 to 100 
fee t wide. It had not a bridg e i n it s whole l eng t h , and 
was the be s t natural road of its l eng th ever known in t h e 
world . I t was along t he Santa Fe Tra il t hat Gener a l 
St h ,u. K 1 4 h d · 1845 it t ep en vv earny s a~my mare e in on s way o 
the conquest of New Mexico . In 1848 g old wa s discovered 
in Calif ornia , and in the ensuing rush of people5 wes t -
ward it is estimated t h at some ninety thous and p e op le 
passed through ansas over t h e Sant a Fe Tra il on their 
way to Ca lifornia . 
The old route of the trail passed directly thr ough 
what is now Gray County from east to wes t f ollowing the 
no r th bank of t he Ark ans a s River . The v ariou s crossing s 
which were used wes t of F or t Dodg e in the sh or t - cu t to 
t he Cimarr on River al s o crossed the south part of what is 
now Gray County . D. W. nDoc " Ba rton , pioneer west ern 
Kans a s c attleman has p ointed out t he famous Cimarron 
Cro ssing at Ing a l ls in Gray Co n ty6 and an Upper Cimarron 
Crossing as b e i ng a bout t h ree and one-hal f miles west of 
4 . Br adley , The Story of the Sant a F e , p . 1 8 . 
5 . I nman, ~he Ol d Santa Fe Trail , p . 1 44 - 148 and 44 3 . 
6 . Kel ly, E . E., The Top eka Daily Cap it a l , F eb . 18 , 1 9 4 . 
Ingal l s. 
Kans a s wa s organized a s a territory i n 1854 . The 
Kansas- Neb r aska Bill was pas s ed by the Cong r ess of t h e 
Unit ed St a t e s on May 30 of tha t yea r . Immed i a tely 
settlers b eg an- to f l ock i n to e a s t ern Kansas . The f irst 
peop l e who c ame to l i v e in what is n ow Gray Count y c ame 
a s a result of t h e d eve l opment of t ransp ort a tion service s 
on t he Sant a Fe Trai l . 
The g overnment start ed the overland mail service 
as early as 1 849 . 17 In May of the s c:-i.me y ear , the f irst 
s t ag e lin e , a monthly s ervic e , was estab l ished bet ween 
Indep end en c e and S ant a Fe . In t he e a rly ' sixties daily 
st ag es were r un from b o t h end s of t h e route . The h o r s es 
were ch ang ed every t wenty mil e s and l a ter every t en . 
Later t h e comp a ny built s tat i ons a t i nte r va l s v aryi ng from 
ten mil e s to f ifty or more . 
R . M. \ ir i ght , ear ly Dodg e City pioneer, bought a 
ranch i n 1867 on the Sant a F e Trail , 8 a pproximatel y half 
wa y b e t we e n t he pre sent town s of Cimarron and I ngal l s . 
It wa s known as the Ci marron Ranch and su p l ied hay f or 
t he h orses and ox en of t h e c a rava n s and s t ag e co aches and 
7. Br a d l ey , .~ Th e St or y of the Santa F.e, p . 46 . 
8 . Kan s a s Hist or ical Colle c tions , Vo l 7 , p . 55 , 60 , and 62 . 
for the livestock of the immig r ants. The ranch had b een 
op erated by a comp any prior to 1867 , and t hey were very 
eager to sell; two of their men had b e en b ruta l l y murder-
ed by Indians while putting up hay. The g overnment had 
ten men and a serg eant stationed at the ranch on escort 
duty with the United States mail. 
In 1867 there was a well -equipped st ag e station9 
at the Cimarron Cro ss ing owned b y the Overland Stag e Com-
pany. There were adobe houses and a larg e corra l in 
which stag e coaches or trains could f ind shelter in case 
of an att a ck b y Indians. 
Indians 
The I ndian trib es , t he Cheyenne s and Arapahoes , who 
inhabited western Kansas and eastern Colorado, were moved 
to Okl ahoma in 1 86 7 with t he privi leg e of' hu nting a s far 
north as the Arkansas . Wandering tribes continued to 
th 1 · l O f t K f d rove e p a1ns o wes ern ansas or many years , an 
preyed on the trade of the Santa F e Trail . When the rail-
road was completed in 187 2 trade on the S!;j.nta F e Trail al-
9. Kansas Historica l Coll ections, Vol. 1 6 , p. 336 . 
10. Andreas, History of Kans as, Vol. 2 , p . 74. 
. 11 
most cea sed , and the Ind ians cau sed lit t le more t r ouble, 
althoug h Indian b ands were quite numerous in t hi s t erri -
tory until 1878. The l a s t I nd i an r a i d i n Kansas p a s sed 
directly through Gra y County .f rom n ort h to south . Thi s 
was the band of Northern Cheyennes unde r Chief Dul l Knife 
who in Sep tembe r, 18 73 moved i n a g ener al n ortherly direc-
tion across t he we s tern part of Kans as , at t a c king t he 
s ettlers, p illag i ng and d e stroying p rop erty , 1 2 and murd er-
ing t h irty-two person s. 
Buffa lo Hunting 
Hunters f locked to s ou t hwe s ter n Kans as t o kill 
b uffalo as .soon as t h e railroad was comp l e ted . R . M. Wright , 
in partnership with Charl es Rath , ship ped ov er 20 0 , 000 
buffalo h i d es t h e fi rs t wi nt er the r a i lroad reached Dodg e 
1 3 
City. A g o od hunter, it was s a i d , c ould make $ 100 a day . 
The expor t ation of mi l l ion s of hide s to eastern and f or e i gn 
mark ets b etween 1850 and 1883 took p l a c e . Thousands of 
b uffaloes were killed sol ely for t heir hides , and in a ~ew 
years the Arkans as V~lley wa s lined with s k e letons. Bon e 
1 1 . Barton, D. W., Interview. 
1 ~ . Kansas His t oric a l Collect i on s, Vo l . 8 . 
13. Kanaas His t orical Collect i on s, Vol . 7, p . 75 , 78 . 
p icking was a regular industrial pursuit in 1874. Ten 
to twenty tons of b uffalo bones were shipped over t he 
Atchison, Topeka a nd Santa Fe Railroad every day . The 
b ones b rought $5.ao p er ton at the stat i ons.14 
Railroad and Homest ead Land 
The rai lroad constru c tion during this period was 
f inanced chiefly by land grants from the publi c domain . 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa F e was g ranted_ alternate 
sections, ten miles on each side of the right of way in 
15 
Gray County. Ther e were 25 . 63 mile s of railroad in 
t he county and this g ave the railroad 1 64 , 03 2 acres , 
whi ch e qualed 30 per cent of t h e county ' s total a c reag e . 
The remainder of t h e county was subject to entry under 
' the Homestead and Timber Cla im Acts. 
Each s ettler could s ecu re from ~40 to 320 acres of 
land, by using his h omestead and t r ee claim righ ts, a t 
a cost of only ab ou t t wenty c ents p er acre . The cost to 
file on a g overnment cla im was $ 1 4 outside of the t wenty 
mile railroad zone; in the railroad land l imits it was $18 . 
14. State Board of Ag riculture, Third Annual Rep ort, p . 54- 55 . 
15. Bradley, The Story of the Santa Fe, p. 1 07. 
In May, 1881 the Santa Fe commenced the appraisement of 
their lands on the north side of the river from Ford 
County to the western State line. The south side wa s 
to be a ppraised immediately f ollowing .16 A larg e in-
crease in population could be looked for as a result of 
the Santa Fe making a drive to sell their lands. The 
major p ortion of the railroad g rant in Gray County and 
western Kansas was sold f rom 18 84 to 1886 . By 1886 the 
17 
land g rant had been virtually exhausted. 
The Atchison, Top eka and Santa Fe Railroad land 
prices ranged from $2 to $ 10 p er acre . ($ 3 . 25 in Gray 
County) The rai lroad off icials soon aft e r completion of 
the railroad b eg an a big advertising camp a i gn which 
b rought thousands of inquiring letters. Good land sales-
men and colonization ag ents were secured in the older 
states farther east. Local sales agencies were also es-
tablished in all imp ortant towns along the line fr om 
Florence westward. The young railroad was rather short 
on cash, and for remuneration the salesmen had to depend 
18 upon their commissions from sales actually made . Four 
16. The New West, May 14, 1881, Vol. 2 , p. 39. 
17. Bradley, The Story of the Santa Fe, p. 135-136 . 
18. I b id, p. 112-113 . 
installments were provided for the purchaser, i f cash 
was paid one-third discount on the price was allowed. 
Santa Fe oft icials estimated that after deducting adver-
tising expenses and free services to immig r ants that the 
railroad p robably cleared only about $1. 0 0 p er a c re . 
The sacrifice was necessary to build up the count ry and 
19 trade from which the railroad must later p rosper. 
The Boom of the ' E i g hties 
In 1878 there were only about 20 settlers in old 
Gray County, then an unorg aniz ed county . The post office 
at Cimarron was established in April of that year . The 
railroad station and section house h ad been there since 
1874. The first store was opened on May -20 , 1878. Th e 
20 first g overnment claim was taken February 13, 1878. 
According to the U. S . Census of 1880, Foot e County, 
which two years later became the maj or part of the newly 
created Gray County, had a p opulation of 411. In 1882 
the population of unorg anized Gray Coun ty was es t imated 
at 50o. 21 Only a very small p ortion of t h e county was 
19. Richardson, The Greater Southwest, p. 345 . 
20~ Andreas, History of Kansas, Vol. 1, p . 1616 . 
21. Kansas Historical Collections, (R. M. Wright ) , Vol. 7. 
settled, and the people were interested in raising live-
stock. 
During the period from 1883 to 1886 western Kansas 
had abundant rainfall. The farmers from eastern Kansas, 
from Il l inois, Indiana, Iowa, and other states settled on 
the short grass country almost to the foothills of the 
Rock ies. It was the last major movement of the wes t wa rd 
advance of the American p ioneer whi ch had b e en g oing on 
f or more than a c entury and a hal f . The slop e of the 
p rairies was so slight as to b e i mp ercep tib le to the eye , 
and the set t lers thought t _h e p roductivity was the same 
at the foot of the Rockies as n ear the Missouri River. 
There were no weather records to reveal the treachery of' 
the rainfall. 22 
There were many encount e rs between the cattlemen and 
the ugrang ers" as the p ione er farmers were called . 23 All 
the vast territory of western Kansas and westwa rd to the 
Rockies was regarded as free rang e b y the c at t lemen. They 
d id not like to see the land settled on. In the winter 
the wild rang e cattle by the thousands would drif t south 
from Nebraska, Wyoming , Colorado and the Dakota s and swoop 
22 . eather Bureau, Climatological Data , Dodg e City. 
( st a rt in 1874) 
23. Jacksonian, Nov . 14, 1931, Mrs . C.B . Erskine , 
' Historica l Pag eant. " 
down upon the homesteaders' scanty hay s·u pply, tramp le 
everything underfoot, and the herd, often including the 
farmer's stock, would continu e b ef ore the storm. The 
cattlemen argued that the country wasn't meant for farm-
ing . The f a rmers maintained that t h e land had been g iven 
them by the Government to do with a s they liked , and t h a t 
they didn't have to p rove that it was f it for far ming . 
Blizzard of 1 88 6 
The Great Blizzard of 1886, wh ich is g enera lly reg a r d -
ed as the worst in the history of this area , remov ed t h e 
cattlemen from comp etit i on with t h e f arme r s f or many 
years. The blizzard struck terror in t he h earts of t h e 
settlers, many of whom froze to death b e i ng so unfortunat e 
as to be caught in the storm. 
' When the wind died after the Bi g Blizza r d of 1 886 , 
many of the east-and-west fences and arroy os or draws wer e 
stopping p laces for acres of cattle, frozen rig id •••• Some 
were found standing frozen upright in the drif ts, t h eir 
hoofs having pierced the crust. m24 As soon as the weath er 
moderated enoug h for the settlers to venture f orth, they 
24. Peterson, Elmer T., Trumpets West, p. 182 . 
beg an to skin the cattle, l eaving t h e c ar casses where 
they were. The owner p a id a dollar or t wo f o r each hide 
and sold it at a slig h t adv anc e to a hov ering s p eculator . 
Cattlemen were de s olate . The Bar t on Bros . Ranch, 
f amous through -Gray County , l ost more than twelve thous-
and cattle, 2 5 among t h em 800 that were r eg istered . After 
t h e Great Bli zzar d t h e remnants of their herd were g ather-
ed from a s far sou t h as Texas; they were thin , starved , 
and worth les s . The great tide of incoming homesteaders 
in the s p ring of 1 886 forever ended the larg e scale cattle 
i ndustry a n d mark ed the end of t b e open-rang e method of 
tur n i ng anima ls loose at b r anding t>ime in t h e fall. 
As a T . Soule --Gray County's Benefactor 
All of wes t ern Kansas was b eing b lessed b y f avorable 
rain s during the late 'eighties . Gray Count y received 
aad i t ional b l e s sing s i n that it h ad a mu lti-milliona ire 
'pub lic b enef c;;. c t or.,' i n the per s on of Asa T . Soule . His 
efforts a dded g reatly to the circulating medium and raised 
t h e loca l per cap ita d istrib ution to an ab normal f i gure . 
Asa T . Sou le c ame fr om Rochester, New York where h e 
25. Kansas Historical Collection, Vol . 1 2 , p . 10 5- 1 0 6 . 
had accumulated ten million dollars from t he manufac ture 
of p atent medicin e, kn own as ' h op.bitters .' He had c ome 
west at the insistence of h is f ri en d s and f ormer ne i gh-
b ors, John and Georg e Gilbert, to t ake a l ook at the mag-
nificent country b eyon d Dodg e City . Soul e came and was 
impressed with what h e saw. 
The Eureka Irrig ating Canal Company was org anized in 
1883 . The sourc e of water supp l y f or the canal wa s the 
Ar kansas Riv e r a t I ng a l ls , and it s l ower end was Coon 
Cre ek, some fort y - five miles eas t of Spearville . A ditch 
4 5 f eet wide and 6 feet deep was c ons t ruc ted . Its total 
l eng t h wa s 96 mile s, a nd it was bui lt along the top of a 
ridg e north of the r iver and t he A. T . & s . F . Railroad 
tra ck. The company issued stock to the amount of 
$1, 000, 000 and Soule t ook it a l l , furnishing the money 
for the const ruc t ion of the di t ch , whi ch c ost in the 
neighb orhood of $250 , 000 . He b onded i t for a mi llion and 
sold the b onds in Lond on at par . It was c l aimed that t he 
only time t he d itch was full of water was while he was 
working off t h is deal . Sou le cleared up a c ool half 
million in p rofit i n thi s 11 investment. "2 6 
Soule had some other sch emes u p his s l e ev e . He p l an-
26. Kansas Historic al Collection , Vol. X. p . 465 . 
ned to build a city a t the i ntake of the canal and make 
it the county seat of Gray County. Ci marron , six miles 
east, which had been f ounde d several years bef ore , was 
already a town of sever a l hundr ed p opulation and believed 
that it was the righ t ful p lac e f or t he county seat . 
Gray County h ad been permanently org anized in July , 
1887. Cimarr on wa s named t he temporary county seat . 
The p ermanent county seat was to b e decided upon by an 
election in Oc t ober. Soule was det ermined to have this 
prize f or h is ci ty of Ing alls . I n order t o attract peop le 
to Ing alls he p r omised to b uild a sugar mill there , drill 
f o r natura l g as , artesian wa ter and c oal , or anything else 
t hat t h e c ommunity ~ i ght des i re . 2 8 The city was to b e 
absolu tely tax f ree. 
Montezuma , another ambitious young town locat ed twenty 
miles south of I ngal l s, also asp ired to become county seat . 
Soule promised Montezuma an d its ne i ghbor , Ensig n , a rail-
road outright i f t h ey would vo te f or I ng alls . Cimarron 
did not have the money to combat t his ' b ribery .' The a c -
tivities of Soule were re s ented d e ep l y by Cimarron . To 
off-set .Soule's extravag ance a t I ng a l l s, Cima rron offer ed 
28. Sat. Evening Post, June 4, 19 27, Vol. 199, 1'The 
Battles of Phantom Cities, 11 by Peterson, p . 47. 
to build a court h ouse free . 29 
Th e election for permanent county seat on October 31 , 
1887 ended in d i spute . Each side accused the other of 
f raud . Sou l e h ad h i red a bunch of gunmen from Ravanna 
an d Dodge City to see that Ing alls got 1 a square deal' 
a t t h e pol l s . Cimarron fac t ions g ave a $ 10, 000 bond as a 
brib e t o ' The Foote Township Equalization Society 11 for 
the promis e t hat the seventy-two elig i b l e voters would 
cast t h e ir vote for Cimarron . 30 The joke was on the far -
mers , h owever ; the bond was later repudiated and f ound 
to b e a f or g ery . 
The Supreme CoQrt awarded the county seat to Ingalls 
by a two to one decision . Cimarron, according to the law, 
had b e en guilty of fraud, while Soule at I ngalls, had 
v i olated n o legal rules , although moral r ight was no 
doub t on t he other side . 31 
The ear l y spring of 1888 found the county records a t 
I ngall s , a s the district judg e had issued a mandamus 
order ing the change made . On March 14 of the s ame ye ar, 
the Supreme Court issued an alternative writ of mandamus 
3 2 removing t he c ounty offices to Cimarron . 
29 . Sat Ev ening Post , June 4 , 19 27, Vol . 199, :r The 
Battles of Phantom Cities, u by P eterson, p. 47 . 
30 . I b i d ., p. 213 . 
31 I b i d • , p • 4 7 • 
32 . I b i d ., p . 217 . 
Bitterness between the two factions increased. On 
the morning of January 1 2 , 1889 , J. H. Reynolds, an In-
galls man, and the sheriff-elect, deputized some men, in-
cluding a number of Dodg e city 'toughs' for the 'amiable' 
errand of removing the county archives to I ngalls . A 
street battle ensued between the Ingalls 'Hessians' and 
the citizens of Cimarron.33 An inoff' ,e:n s ive Cimarron 
citizen was killed by a stray bullet. Ab out six other men , 
some on each side , were wounded . Ing alls g ot the records . 
General Murray Meyers of Wichita was i nstructed b y 
the Governor to send a company of national guardsmen to 
Cimarr on, but not to t ake part in the disposal of county 
records. 
Asa T. Soule died a yes. r after the Cimarron-Ing alls 
fight. A period of national hard times c ame and the 
p eop le in g eneral b ecame disp irited . The Soule irrig ation 
ditch did not work satisfactorily . The Soule railroad 
to Montezuma was taken up and junked f er lack~~ busin ess. 
The sug ar f a c t ory did not materialize . I ngalls shrank 
to half a dozen houses. The county commissioners called 
an, election34 for February 1 3 , 1893, resultin.._g ' in a vote 
33. Sat. Evenin...!s Post, June 4, 1927, Vol. 199, rr The 
Battles of Phantom Cities, " by Peterson, p . 217. 
34. Ibid., p. 218. 
of 304 t o 269 in favor of Cimarron . The county records 
were transferred in an orderly way to Cimarron on Feb-
ruary 19 . 
Newspapers 
The newspap ers of Gray County had an important part 
i n advertising the county as well as the respective towns 
in which they were located . 
The Jacksonian, one of the Cimarron newspapers , in 
1886 was active in letting the world in on the secret 
that Cimarron was the log ical p lace to establish a grea t 
inland metropolis . 35 wrts crowning day will b e these-
cur i ng of the capital of Gray County, n said the editor . 
The t wo Ingalls pap ers the Me sseng er and the Union 
hailed Soule as ' the People's Friend . ' In January, 1890 
the Union boldly proclaimed, ITil Larg e sugar mill , cheese 
fa c t or y and f l our mill to be built at cost of $20 0 , 000 
in s pring . m36 
The s ame i s s u e of the paper carried the news that 
the b onds for a large sugar mill had carried . The cost 
35. Sat Evening Pos t , June 4, 1927, Vol. 1 99 , ~The 
Battles of Phantom Cities, 1 b y Pe ter s on, p . 45 . 
36. Ingalls Uni on, J an. 2 , 1890 . 
of the sugar mill was to be $40, 000 and was to have a 
capacity of 100 tons per day. A flour mill and cheese 
factory were already contracted for and would b e construct-
ed innnediately~. 
In May, 1890, the Union 37 was still running the 
same advertisement which had been in the paper each week 
since 1887, proclaiming to the world as follows: nPromise 
of $100,000 in public improvements for next y ear for In-
galls; not a single dollar of indebt edness; is attracting 
more attention than any town in state • 11 
Conditions as they actually were belied the optimism 
of the Union, however. More than half t h e p eople had 
left the county because of the drought . The A. T . & S . F . 
Railroad had little business . Soule was dead . There 
was no one who could donate t h e $ 100 , 000 of which the 
paper continued to tell. 
Phenomenal wheat yields were received in 189 2 . The 
first g ood crop since 1886. The Union i mmediately seized 
u p on this opport u n ity and adverti sed , wcome t o Gray County, 
you can soon g et rich by raising wheat! Land prices are 
on the upward trend. 138 The Union b el i eved that the land 
would soon fill up with a better class of settlers than 
37. Ingalls Union, May 1, 1890 
38. I b id., July 21, 1892 . 
those who first c ame, a cla ss of homeseekers , not spe cu-
lators. 
The Gra y County Republican, another Ingalls newspaper , 
had this to say about Ingalls early in 1888 , u~ The c-a.pi tal 
of the Arkansas Valley . 39 The Pride of Southwestern 
Kansas. The County Seat of Gray County is, and will re-
main, I ngalls . No town of this size along the line of the 
road has as larg e a trade a s does I ngalls . n 
I 
On May 31, 1888, t he Republican printed the follow-
ing concerning Ing alls and the surrounding country: "Sor-
ghum Reg ion of the Arkansas Valley . 4° Fac tory to b e erect-
ed. Come by Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, at reduced rates 
f or next three months. • 
The Montezuma Ch ief l auded Montezuma and t h e surround-
41 
ing country. Quoting from the August 6 , 1886 issue, 
mThe farmer plants 40 to 60 acres of sod corn the f irst 
year he sett les , and g ets 30 bushels per acre for his la-
bor. The r a inf all for three years has been abundant, 
while the showers have followed the plow . " 
The following is from an advertisement by a real 
es tate company in the Montezuma Chief in the summer of 
39. Gray County Repub lican, Allen B. Sayles, Editor, 
Vol. 1, No. 2, Jan. 1 2 , 1888 
40. I b id., May 31, 1888 
41. Montezuma Chief, J. H. Hebard, Editor, Vol. 1, No. 1 
August 7, 1886. 
188 7, 4 2 nThe Extensi_on of Chic ago, Rock Is l and , and 
Pacific Railroad from Montezuma to Garden City, and of a 
railroad line southwest from Montezuma as well as west are 
c ert ainties fo r 1888 ••••• Montezuma is the Coming Health 
Resort of t he Sta t e ! Best of Curative Waters . Health 
Assured •.•• 5 , 000 shade trees g rowing along its Avenues •••. 
July Prices of 1 886 : Land $ 3 to $ 6 p er acre . Res i dence 
Lots i30 to $ 50 . Business Lots $1 00 to $;:.-:: 00 . Jun e 
Prices of 1 887 : Land $6 to $ 1 5 . Residence lots $1 00 to 
$150 . Bus i ness Lots $ 400 to $ 600 . " 
The assessor f ound 105 persons living in this remark-
ab l e 'city' of Montezuma4 3 that year . 
The Ensig n Razzoop wa s another newsp aper which l ooked 
for g reat thing s f or Gray County . In the c ounty seat 
squabble, the Razzoop sia. ed with Ing a l l s . And for good rea-
son. It shouted : mHurrah f or A. T . Soule and t he Rail-
road I rr! 44 
The extended drought, after a time , stilled even the 
optimism of the news papers . The Monte zuma railroad was 
junked in 1893 because of lack of business . Ensig n and 
Montezuma disapp e ared from the map . Ingalls h ad dwindled 
to a mere hamlet of 67 population. The feeling of the 
4 2 . Monte zuma Ch ief , NO. 1, Vol . 1 , Aug . 20 , 1886 . 
43 ~ State Board of · Agriculture , Bienn i a l Report , 1887 - 88 . 
44. Sat. Ev e . Pos t , J une 4 ,- 1927 , p . 47 . 
times is well stated by these lines as t aken from the 
June 7, 1894 issue of t he Ing alls Union: ' Owing t o re-
p eated failure of crops and t he a pp rehended dep opula-
tion of the county t here is some t a l k of the county be-
ing disorganized; which woul d b e t he best t h ing that 
h d f th h h t h ,, 45 ever appene or ose w o ave e taz.es to pay . " 
That the times did not instill optimism is attested to 
by the fa ct tha t, in 1894 , t he Board of County Commiss -
ioners f ixed the assessed v alue of t he b ottom land s at 
$ 4, uplands at $1. 50 and sand hill l ands at $1. 00 p er 
acre. 
The Ing alls Union was discontinued in Decemb er, 1894 . 
Only the Jacksonian at Cimarr on remained to boost Gr a y 
County during the f'o l lo'Ning t wenty ye a r s when t h e county 
s lowly 'came· back.' Th e Monte zuma Chief wa s the name 
of the news p aper which was establish ed in t h e new Monte-
zuma in 1914 ; The Cop eland Chronicle was p r int ed in 
Cop eland from 1 91 6 to 1937 when it wa s purchas ed b y the 
Jacks onia.n and comb ined with tha t p a p er at Cimar r on . 
Drought of 1887 to 1 899 
The drought which had already set in wh en Gr a y County 
45. I ngalls Union (1894) , Vol. 7, No. 25 , June 7, 18 94 . 
was org aniz ed in 1887 continued unab ated , exc ept for the 
year 1892 , for more than a dozen years . lfo ather record s 
in this area show t hat in reality the ' drought ' was mere-
ly a cycle of t he normal drier years . 
l mer T . ~eterson, former l y pub lisher of t h e Cimarron 
Jacksonian , and author of the b ook Trump ets West , which 
had its setting in Gray County , a b ly describes this p er-
iod. 
11 ,I n April c ame ano ther hot wind , and t h e du st came up 
in murky clouds and hid the sun , for the s ettlers all ov e r 
southwe stern Kansas were stirring the soil . This wind 
wa s more b itter and b l ew much o f the whea t out b y the root s •.. 
n June came and what was lef t of the whe a t ripened 
rap idly in the dessicating sun . The stalk s were s h ort and 
of a dead straw color, and t he heads were shriveled. 
Little of it was hea vy enough to warrant harv esting •••• 
nThe corn and sorghums s t ruggl ed along , half alive , un-
til one day ab out the middle of Jul y . Then c ame a phenom-
enon that seared its way into the b r a ins of the settlers 
from Indiana, Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois as relentlessly 
as the scourg e of the blizzard ••••• 
1' Teh o'clock and the wind b ecame warmer •. 
11 At three o'clock in the afternoon it was a blast from 
a furnace and it carr ied a smell of cooked leaves and 
cornstalks. It was a breath-taking wind , coming p itiless-
ly from off the sun-beaten p lains of the Panhandle to the 
south •••• The a ir was ful l of g rit, and the air at six 
o'clock threw a sickly, g laring whit eness on the b lasted 
l and •••• The crops were wi t hered and g one. n4 6 
During the late summer of 188 7 many of the settlers 
moved b ack East. Most of the others were ready t o move . 
In the lat ter p art of Sep tember there came a sudd en chang e 
in temperature, and r a i n . And so the weather fluctuated 
f or two years, 47 with cap ricious and tantalizing flurries 
of rain and long p eriods of drought . The crop s were poor, 
but there were enough shred s of hop e to keep the settlers 
from leaving the country in con cert. The farmers who 
stayed lived a thin , hard- s crap ed existenc e , excepting the 
year 1892 . In tha t year came a history- making wheat crop. 
The rains in the autumn of 1891 came a t the right time . 
In the s p ring came more rains, and the yield was that of' 
the best in Illinois or Indiana . This served again to 
attract a few hardy ones to the West, and it afforded a new 
g rasp of hop e fo r t hose who stayed . 
Cimarron went so far as to install a sys tem of water-
works and b uild a substantial b rick sch oolh ouse . 
46. Peterson, Elmer, Trumpets West, p . 183-184. 
47. I b id., p . 184-186 . 
Then came the financial panic of 1 893 and more hard 
y ears f or farmers everywhere . In 1895 , forced by the 
stringency of t he times , the few farmers left in Gray 
County went out and g athered the bones of the cattle which 
had died in the Bi g Blizzard of 1886 from the prairies 
where t hey had been bleaching for years , and sold them 
for $5 a ton to traders who shipp ed them to factories in 
the East . But there came a day when even these were g one . 
The people lived in very string ent circumstances . Some of 
them wore old sacks for clothes and mad e moccasins out of 
cow- h i des . F or fuel they p icked up dried cow-dung , and 
they h ad jack-rabb it s , prairie-chickens and sometimes 
p r a i r i e - dogs to eat when oth er supplies ran low. 48 Cattle-
men ventured back into the country again and ran their 
herds QVer the deserted farms that had gone back to sod . 
Barbwire fences had a way of ' disapp ear ing ', making the graz -
ing easier. Only ab out a t h ous and people were there in 1898 . 
Return of Better Times 
From Fig . 2 on the following pag e it will b e noted 
that, beginning in 1899 the trend of popula t ion has been 
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g enerally upward. There has been a slight decline in 
population during the latter years of the recent drought 
period, from 1933 to 1936. The resettlement of the coun-
ty was slow until 1905 at which time the population to-
taled only 1,746. The new land b oom beg an in 1906 , 49 
with ab out 500 moving to the county that year and 600 more 
the next. By 190 9 the p opulation aggreg ated 3 , 0 33 . Fair 
crops during the four or f ive years preced i ng had brought 
ab out a more optimi s tic attitude on t he part of the farmers . 
Some of t he reasons f or a return of confidence in 
ag riculture was the dev e lopment and sub s equent use of 
summer fa llowing . It was found that some crop s were more 
drought-re s i stant than o thers . So r g hums were g rown more 
extens ively and were found to be useful c r op s. The under-
f low of the Arkansas River wa s discovered and it wa s used 
on a limited scale for irrig ation. 
The b oosters of the county--the real estate men and 
the newsp ap ers--had an i mportant ro le in the resettlement 
of the county. With each g ood c rop year p eop le were in-
duced to come to western Kansas and buy l and . Land values 
rose. With every c r op failure some of the farmers b ecame 
discourag ed and left. Each f a ir crop b r ough t u n bounding 
49. Harry Brice, Cimarron, Kansas, Int erview. 
'hopes and new settlers. The resilient optimism of the 
western Kansas farmer is a remarkable t h ing . 
During the period of 1914-17 the war p rosp erity was 
coming on rapidly. More than 1,700 peop le moved to Gray 
County. F a rmers were swarming westward ag ain ID b uy the 
flat western Kansas land. They were all beg inning to 
see potential riches in whea t at possib ly t wo, three, or 
four dollars t o the bushel. 
From 19~0 to 1930 more than 1,400 p eop le were added 
to the total p opulat ion , and b y March 1, 1932 it stood 
at 5,682, the highest fig ure in history . The ext en s ive 
use of the automobile brought in l and buyers from far and 
near. The price of land f or whea t rai s i ng went high er and 
higher. Land north of the rive r that h ad sold for $2 and 
$ 3 per acre some fifteen yea rs previou sly was s elling at 
from $25 to $ 40 in 19 28 and 1929 . In Monte zuma Township 
wheat land sold as high as $ 60 per acre . 50 Bumper crops 
and the fact that our export .markets continued g ood after 
the war--France and Eng land were s t ill buy i ng b e ef and 
wheat for their armies which were still mobilized--
brought returns to we s tern Ka n sas f a r mers which were almost 
fabulous. 
50. Bert Cessna, Federal Land Bank Agent, Ing alls, Kansas, 
Interview. 
The coming of the t r ac t or h ad revo l u tioni z ed farm-
i ng i n weste r n Kansas . The hug e g ang and di s c plows and 
t he harve s ter-th resh er comb i n es h a d not only made more 
extens ive f a rming p ossible , but had i mproved t he system 
o;f s oil cul tur-e . It had brou gh t i n an -er a of v i l lag e 
f armers, a l so"' and t h ey k ept s tores , eng aged in the pro-
f. e s s ion s, or s old r e a l estate dur ing mos t of the year, 
and s p ent but a mont h or two plant ing and harvest i ng wheat . 
The drought p eriod of 1932- 1936 has caused no ex-
t ensive e xodus of far mer s . Ob vious reasons are the aid 
fr om the Government in the form of seed loans , AAA wheat 
a llo t ment ch eck s, and pub l i c works j obs for the needy and 
unemp loyed . Also t he nation - wi de depress i on clos ed oppor-
t unities el s ewhere . Ano ther i mp ortant reason for t he 
far mers stay i n west e rn Ka n sas during t he recent drought 
is t h e f eve r of s p e culation which has g r ipp ed t he f a rmers 
s i n ce t h e days of the b i g p rofi ts whi ch came from the crops 
of 19 28, 1929 , and 1930 . A repetit ion of t h e bumper c r ops 
and h i g h pri ces i s f ervently hop ed f or when eac h year ' s 
crop is s own . The op timism of t h e fa r m peop l e is ap p arent 
f rom the fact that in t h e fall of 1936 after f ive consecu -
t ive crop fa ilure s the b i gg est wheat acreag e in Gray Coun ty 
history, 331, 000 a c res wa s p l anted in ant icip ation of the 
1937 harvest. 51 
51. State Board of Agr icultu re, Rep or t on Wh eat Condit ion , 
April 1, 1937. 
Distribution of Population 
Fig . 4 on the following pag e shows the distribution 
of populat ion on March 1 of four pivo tal years in Gray 
County history: It is to be reg retted that t h e official 
records do not show the p opulation of the unincorp orated 
towns. 
The year 1888 is the first one for which population 
figures for the county are available. In 1898 the popu-
lation hit a low mark, 1915 is midway in the thirty year 
p eriod· characterized by the steady p opulation g rowth, and 
1930 is near its peak. 
The figures as shown on Fig . 4 ob viously do not g ive 
a clear p icture of the distribution of farm and town 
p opulation. However by taking into consideration the 
available infomnation as to the population of the several 
unincorp orated towns during various stage s in the county's 
development, fairly accurate dedu ction s as to population 
distribution can be formulated . 
On July 20 , 18 87, the date of the organization of 
the county, the population was found to be 4,896. By 
March 1, 1888, the date of the fir st regular annual cen-
sus by the assessor, t he p opulation had declined b y 937 
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losses by towns and townships from 1887 to 1888 would b e 
extremely interesting . 
In 1888 the most populated farm area was in the 
southeastern part of the county as represented by Hess 
Township, with 6.38 persons per square mile. The unincor-
porated town of Ensig n in Hess Township had less than 
h d d 1 t . 5 2 . one un re popu a ion. Montezuma Town ship in the 
southwestern part of the county , and which with Hes s com-
pleted the south one-third of the county , ranked second 
in density of farm population. The population of the un-
53 
incorporated t own of Monte zuma was small at that date . 
The townships of Ingal ls and Cimarron in the midd le 
one-third of the county contained the least densely 
p opulated farm territory i n 1888 . This d educ t ion is 
arrived at afte r making allowance for the p rob a blE;l popu-
lations of the towns of Ing alls and Cimarr on which were 
approximately 1 50 and 500 resp e ctively . 54 The comp arative -
ly low p er square mile density i n this part of the county 
is accoun ted f or by the lar g e s andhill area much of which 
is unde sirab le for farming . 
The two township s north of t he river, Log an and Foote , 
52 . J. H. Egb ert, Interview. 
53. Ibid. 
54. Harry Bric e , Cimarron, Kansas , I nterview. 
which have always been entirely rural, had a dens~ty of 
3.0 and 3.62 p er square mile respectively in 1888. This 
averag e was somewhat in excess of the rural area of the 
middle townships and considerably less than the t wo 
south townships. Log an and Foote townships are made up 
entirely of g ood farming lands and were extensively 
settled upon in the late 'eighties as is evidenced by the 
many abandoned home sites there. Since the 1888 p opu-
lation f i gures are so low for these townships, it is very 
likely that the most extensive e x_odus of f a rmers during 
188 7 and the early p art of 1888 was from the hig h and 
dry p rairies of north Gray County . 
The yea r 1898 marked the low point in p opulation for 
the entire county. Much of the county had be en p rac t ic-
ally abandoned; farmers often lived five to ten miles 
55 
from their nearest neighbors . Hess and Cimarron Town-
ship s in the southeast ern part of the county had t h e 
greatest population at this date with a d ensity per squ are 
mile of 1.58 and 2 . 6 2 respective ly . The density of p opu-
lation for the rest of the county was less t h an 1 . 00 and 
for the whole county that yea r was only 1. 25 p er square 
mile. By dedu cting the p ~pulation of Cimarr on, which was 
.5{> . Egbert, J. H., Mayor of Cimarron, Kansas , Interview. 
278, and that of Ing all s which wa s 67 i n 18 95 an d probab-
ly slightly l e ss i n 1 898 , 56 a n d were the onl y t owns in 
the county at tha t t ime , t he per c ap ita farm p opulation 
woul d b e onl y . 85 per s qu a r e mi l e . 
The 1 8 90 U. S . Cen sus showed an averag e of 4 . 00 per-
son s per family f or Gray County . There was , then , in 
1898 , an a v e r ag e of appr oximately twenty quarte r sections 
of land f or ever y f a rm family i n t he c ounty . 
In 1 91 5 t h e t ownshi p s south of t he r i ver had the 
most thickly s ettled farm areas . Copeland Township in 
the extreme sou thwest was an except ion . It still had 
s e v e ral l a r g e c a t t le r anche s and was more g enerally iden-
tif ied in its stag e of development with the territory to 
the we st i n Ha skell County . Good c rops south of the 
Ark ans a s River were r esp onsible f or the more e xtensive 
settlement t h ere in c omparison to north of t h e river . 
Anot her f a c tor wa s t h e construction in 1 91 2 of the branch 
of t h e Atch ison, Topeka , and S an t a Fe R~ilroad through the 
s outh p art of the county .• Th e town s of Ensign , Montezuma , 
and Cop e land were estab lished. 
A colony of Menn onites, a German- sp e aki ng relig ious 
sect, from central Kansas, was induced b y the railroad and 
56. State Board of ~griculture, Biennia l Rep ort. 
rea l estate men to settle in Montezuma and Cop eland Town-
ships, soon after the branch railroad was finished . 57 
This account s , in part, for the density of t he popul a -
tion in Montezuma Township , f irst because the Mennoni tes 
farmed intensively and settled in compact groups, and 
second b ec ause of the relatively larg e families which 
char a c teriz e thes e people . About 50 per cent of the 
population of Montezuma Township are Mennonites . There 
are also cons iderable numb ers of Mennonites in every other 
township in t h e county with the pos sib le exception of 
East Hess. In 1930 there were in t h e neighborhood of one 
thousand Mennonites i n the county , 58 or approximately 
20 per cent of the tota l county population . 
The census of 19 30 revealed l ar g e pop l ation in-
creases throughout the county . At this dat e , as in 1915, 
the l and south of the Arkansas River supported the lar-
g est population. Crops have generally been bet t er in that 
part of the cou nty , and although n o records are available 
to prove it, the g eneral opinion is that , as a rule , r a in-
fall has been less from the s outheast to t he northwest . Crop s 
have been poorest in the northwestern part of Log an Township . 
57~ Schmidt, J. D. H., Montezuma , Kansas , Interview. 
58. Ibid. 
According to the 1930 census, only 3 . 4 per c ent of 
the county popula tion was f or eig n b orn . The Mennonit e s , 
however, are es s en tia lly a fo r eign people in languag e 
and customs, though mo st of them we re b orn in the United 
St a tes. Their intense religiou s bel i efs nave tended to 
k eep them in colonies , or set tlements , and have preserved 
their l a ngu ag e a n d many of t he ir cus t oms . The Mennonites 
b rought wi nter whea t to Kansas in 1885 fr om the Ukraine 
59 in south Ru ssia , a nd the i r knowledg e of the culture of 
wheat ha s b een a factor in the agr icultural development 
of this a rea. 
Gr ay County has depended almost entirely in its 
economic d ev e lopment u p on its agricultural enterprises . 
Indeed, ac c ord i ng to the U. s . Census all f Gray County's 
p opu lation is cla s sified as rural, since there are no in-
corp orat ed ci t i es with 2 , 500 inhabitant s or more . In 
19 30 , out of a t otal pqpulation of 6 , 211, there were 3 , 8 19 
living on fa r ms . This was more than 60 per cent of the 
total p opula t ion. Ci marron , the county seat, was the 
l a r g est town wi t h a p opulat i on of 747 . 
Sin c e ag r i culture i s t he chief industry of the area, 
most of the nex t chap ter is a d escription of the county 's 
ag ricultural situ a tion ov er t he fifty year period ofthe thesis . 
59. S chmid t, J . H. D., Inte r v i ew . 
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Tab le II , Continued 
CHAP 1rER IV 
Agriculture 
Six consecutive y ears of drought and c rop failures 
are resp onsib le f or the p resent dep lorab le state of 
ag riculture in Gray County. The county is in the heart 
of the 'Dust Bowl' area and the hig h winds and dust 
storms have s wep t b a re the farm lands and have mad e liv-
ing conditions a l most unbearab le . The dark and hopeless 
situation of the p resent is in marked contrast to the 
period of hig hl'lf prosp ereus years i mmediat ely preced ing . 
In fact there is nothing i n the entire past ag ricultural 
history of t he county nor in the avail a ble climatolog ica l 
data wh ich would hav e enab l ed anyone to foresee the dire 
c a lami ty · of t h e present . 
Only once in t he fourteen years preceding 1932 had 
there been a g eneral wheat failure, and during this period, 
with the exception of 1923 , more than a mill ion dollar s 
worth of wheat was p roduced in t he county ea ch y ear. I n 
the t wo banner years alone, comb ined, 1928 and 1929 , more 
than $ 9,000 ,000 worth of wheat was p roduced on le s s than 
250,000 acres. 
The livestock i ndust r y , too, had b e en quite p r ofit -
ab le and wa s t h e b ackb one of t he g enuine , thou gh modest , 
prosp erity wh i ch h ad g ain ed momen tum in t he county ' s ag -
ricul t ural i ndus try e v er sin c e 18 98 . During the ye a rs 
when p ric e s were s timulat ed b y the War , 1 91 5-1923, re-
turns from livestock to t he county ' s farmer s a ppr ox imated 
one and one-h alf million p er a nnum . Since 1 9 31 t h e live-
s t ock industry has sunk t o unprec ed ented l evel s . The 
value of livestock p roduced in 1936 t o tal ed on ly $ 18 5 , 0 00 
and one h ad to g o b ack in the s tatis t i c s t o t h e ' nin eties , 
when t h e maj ori ty of t h e settl ers we r e d eser t i ng their 
f arms, to f i nd another y e a r which retu rned so low an in-
come f rom lives t ock . 1 
By 1934 less t h an 1 5 p er cent of the coun ty ' s tot a l 
a rea remained out of cult i vat i onf., and mo s t of t h e na t i v e 
b u ff alo g_ a s s on even thi s limited a creag e h ad b e e n k illed 
b y drought, dust storms, and over-g r a z i ng . Al most ev ery 
availab le a cre h ad bee n sub j ec ted to t he p l ow a nd t h e 
once p rosperous lives t ock business had as a result been 
r eleg ated to a minor posit i on . And i t i s n o wonder that 
practicall y all t he c r op l a nd was s own t o wheat af t er the 
larg e profits f r om t h e bump er crop s in 1 928 a nd 1 929 . 
1. Kansas State Bo a r d of Agri cultu re , Bi e nnia l Reports. 
( All referenc e s were fr om t hese r e ports , e x cep t when 
marked otherwi s e.) 
During each of these years the averag e income per farm 
exceeded $ ?, 000 , and considering the low investment in 
land, the net income _during this period was no doubt as 
high as that of any similar g roup of farmers in the en-
tire country. As a result of these almost fabulous re-
turns the p rice of the once cheap lands was driven sky-
ward. 
Since 1931, during the present drought , the average 
annual g ross return per acre on the county's hig hly de-
veloped wheat acreag e has b een les s than $1.60 per acre . 
Out of these meag er returns and the benefit payments from 
the Federal Government, which totaled more than two and 
one-half mi l lion dollars from 1933 to 1936, the farmer 
has had to defray the costs of preparing l and, b uying 
se ed , maintaining the high-priced p ower machinery, pay-
i ng taxes, and meeting interest payments on mortg ag es 
which are in many cases hig her tha n the p resen t market 
value of' the land. 
After six consecutive years of crop failures, the 
present situation is becoming more and more hopeless and 
often very serious in many of its economic i mp lications. 
Year after year the huge wheat acreag e is sown, always 
in the hope that the current year will bring a bumper 
crop. Many people believe that a rapid recovery will come 
when a cycle of more p lentiful rainfall arrives; oth ers 
p r edict tha t irr ep arable h a rm has be en done b y the des -
truction of the native buffalo g rasses and tha t y e a rs of 
careful p lanning and work will be required to re store a 
rational ag riculture to the county . 
I ncome From Farm Products 
Statistics of g ross income from farm products tend 
to reflect the g eneral prosperity of the f a rmer and of 
the business man who is dep endent on the farm trade . 
Gross value fig ures of princip al farm products as shown 
b y Fig . 2 on the fol lowi ng pag e are , of course , not as 
reliable as net income data , if availab le . For instance, 
a larg e percentag e of the gross value of sorghums pro -
duced is ref lected in income from sale of livestock, 
poultry, and egg s, and dairy products. A rath er clear 
picture of the rel a tive i mportance of field crops, live-
stock products, and the leading f a rm p roducts, during 
the ag ricultural history of Gray Count y is p resent ed . 
Each of the four five-year p eriods selected c a n upon an-
alysis be assig ned to one of t he four rather distinct eras 
which characterize the county's ag ricultural development. 















VAL UE OF PRI NCIPA L FAR M PRODUCTS , GR AY COUNTY KANSAS 
FOR FOUR REl'RES~NTAT(V~ FIVE-YEAR PE.lUOD5 
HUN DRED TM OU5 AND DOLL ARS 
1903 - 01 tVat~ 1912 -16 1926-30- J932.- 3G 
representative of the entire period of t wenty years 
commencing with the county's organiza tion in 1887 to the 
b ountiful winter wheat, corn, and sorghum crops of 1907. 
Although much prog ress was made in agriculture dur ing 
the score of years, t h e p eriod is nevertheless readily 
identif ied by the low level of economic activity. 
The false prosperity which p revailed for a few years 
after the settlement of the county, and which had been 
maintained by cap ital b rought in from t h e outs ide , f olded 
up quite abruptly with t h e dry years beg inning in 1887. 
By 1898 the population of t he county had declin ed to 1 , 073 , 
and t h e majority of these peop l e were living at a very 
low sub sistence level, many being too poor to leave. Grad-
ually the farmers who stayed ada ted their f a rming prac-
tices to the semi-arid climat ic conditions of the reg ion. 
The number and value of livestock on the farms increased 
rap idly and sorghums and winter whea t b ecame of some im-
portance as a source of farm income. In 1890 t he value of 
f ield crops produced averag ed only $165 per farm, while 
the 1903- 07 averag e .was $60 0 , a much more substantial 
fig ure. Likewise the averag e value of livestock on farms 
increased f rom $ 333 in 1890 to more t han $1, 000 b y 1904 . 
A bare analysis of the statistics for t h is period i n -
dica tes t h at field cr op s were even at t hi s early date of 
more i mportance than the livestock industry. The statis-
tics show that more than fi ve times as much of the g ross 
farm income was derived from field crop s as from live-
stock. Actually the pic ture resulting is p rob ab ly some-
what distorted. In the firs t place much of the natural 
increase of the livestock was kep t on t he .farms to build 
up the herds. Secondly, because of the very low subsis-
tence level at which the p eople existed the major p art 
of t heir daily f ood requirements was made up of livestock 
products. 
The five-year period from 1912 to 1916 is represen-
tative of the second era in the cou nty ' s a g ricultural de-
v e lopment. This period is charac t erized b y the first 
wave of g enuine prosp erity, a rise i n land values, a larg e 
increase in populat ion, a doub ling of' the wheat acreag e 
and some bump er wheat crop s, and increased valu es of a ll 
farm p rodu cts. In this p eriod, due to t h e increasing 
suc cess of wheat g rowing , t he tendencies were born wh ich 
a f ew years later stimulated the wheat industry to large -
scale proportions. 
During this p eriod the g ross value of f ield crops 
p roduced was 91 per cent of t h e total farm income . The 
averag e value per f arm for fie ld crop s was $1625 as com-
p ared to the 1903- 0 7 average of only $165 . Mos t of the 
\ 
principal farm products contributed much the same per-
centag e to the total g ross farm income in the 191G-16 
five-year p eriod as in the 1903-0? period . The most 
phenomenal g ain was made by winter wheat which was valued 
at 56 per cent of the total g ross income for the latter 
f ive-year p eriod. This was an increase of 21 per cent 
in relation t o the total farm income. Sorghums ranked 
second in value with 18 . 3 per cent of the total; corn 
third with 6.98 per cent; barley fourth at 4.10 p er cent 
of the total. Alfalfa was the only crop which had a low-
er total value in the latter period . 
Averag e income from all livestock sources increased 
from $ 64,373 per y ear during 1 903- 0? to $118,853 during 
1912-16, even though its percentag e of the total income 
decreased from 1 5 .74 per cent to 8.93 p er cent. Actually 
the livestock industry assumed far g reater imp ort ance 
than the d irect income fr om the sale and slaughter there-
of would lead one to believe. The assessed value of all 
livestock on farms as of March 1, 1916 was $ 1,805,122 . 
Much of this value was f ound in horses and mule s, of which 
there were about 7, 000 head, and which were used to a 
larg e extent to furnish the power f or p roduction of field 
crop s. Also with t he increase in the p rice of livestock 
the farmers increased their herds in anticipation of the 
\ 
continuance of g ood pr ices. Th e number of c a t t l e on the 
farms in 1916 were d oubled ove r 1 907. 
The five-year p eriod from 1926- 30 was the peak of 
the third era of Gray County ag r i cu ltu ral d ev e l ppment 
which covered t he p os t - war y ears up to t h e pres ent drought 
beg inning in 1932 . Good price s f or whe at and other pro-
ducts were t h e rule throughou t most of this period . Vin-
ter wheat crop s, wi~h t h e e xcep tion of t he failure of 19 23 , 
were g enerally g ood, Each y ear s aw hundreds of acres of 
native pa s t u res p lowed unde r and s owed to wheat . Tractors 
and other p ower ma chiner y b e c ame more numerou s and .t h e 
numb ers of horses and mule s declined . Acreag e f or merly 
used for g rowing f eed f or work ani mal s wa s liberat ed and 
used for the p rodu ct i on of wheat . Ninter wheat practica l l y 
monopolized the ag ricu l t ural p ic t u re . Of the t o t a l g ross 
f arm income, 7 2 .6 per cent was attributed t o t h is crop . 
Only two other field crop s f i g u r ed t o any e x tent in the 
total situa t ion. Corn p roduced 8 .13 per c ent a nd sorghums 
6.83 per cent of the g ross f a r m i ncome . A considerab l e 
p ortion of the county 's sandhill a rea which is unsuit ed to 
larg e-scale :wheat p roduction was p lanted to corn and sor-
g hums, also these c r op s were p lanted in the s pring a s s u b-
stitutes when some of the winter wheat had to be abandon ed . 
The averag e value of livest ock and livestock p rodu cts 
Product 1 903-1 90 7 1912-1916 1926-1950 1 9 32-1 93 6 
/ 
J v e . Value % .Av ,e. Value % Ave. Value % Ave • Value % 
Win te r Wh ea t 1141 . 989 34 .7 0 746. 88 1 55.99 3 .17 6 . 0 70 7 2 . 6 7 '317 . 199 '3 5 .7 9 
Surine- Wheat 2 .75 2 . 67 1 . 8 57 .14 3 . 23 7 .08 177 . 02 
Corn 28 ,450 6. 95 9 3 .1 56 6 . 9 8 555.,,._289 8 .1 5 36 . 366 3 . 8 7 
Oats 5.694 1. 39 '30 .1 8 9 2 . 26 9 . 81 3 • 2~ 6 .1 55 .66 
Rve 6. 681 1. 63 3 .7 65 • 28 1.086 . 03 1 6 7 .02 
Barley 59 . 968 9 .77 5 3 ,545 4 . 0 1 68 , 81 2 1.57 7.64 2 . 81 
Millet 5 . 46 9 . 85 '3 . 451 • 26 1.40 7 . 03 34 . OQ 
Su gar Bee ts 1 . 600 • 39 0 0 0 0 6 , 67 3 . 71 
Broom Corn 718 . 17 4 . 040 • 50 1. 069 .0 2 3 57 . 04 
So r ghums 71. 551 17 . 50 245 . 247 18. 38 297 . 606 6 . 8 3 2402 654 25 . 64 
Sudan Grass 0 0 1. 245 . 09 1 7, 6 '3 7 .40 8 .866 . 94 
Al falfa 30 , 286 7 . 40 21.144 1.59 8 . 861 • 20 2 .49 3 • 27 
Sweet Clover 0 0 0 0 881 .0 2 0 0 
Prairie Hay 7.96 8 1.95 8 ,107 . 62 4.196 . 09 937 .1 0 
All Other 2 , 969 . 90 2 . 35 4 . 17 61 2 . 0 2 98 1 . 11 
To t a l F'ield 344 . 095 84.10 1. 21 4 . 939 91.07 3 2 9 46 2 576 90 . 32 628 .7 01 66.98 
Live s tock 35 .7 i::'.9 8 .7 3 7 0 . 82 4 5. 34 236.364 5 .40 21 2 .6 86 22 . 66 
Poultrv- Egg s 8. 395 2 . 05 20 . 317 1.5 2 90 . 520 2 . 08 45 . 932 4 . 89 
Wool Cli u 0 0 576 .04 699 .02 3 54 .04 
Dairy Pr o ducts 20 , 249 4 . 9 5 27 .1 36 2 . 03 9 5 . 216 2 . 18 50 . 828 5 . 45 
r o t a l Livestocl 64 , '3 7 '3 1 5 . 7 4 118 , 853 8 . 95 4 22 .7 99 9 . 68 '309 , 800 3'3 .02 
Tot a l Fa r m 4 09 , 25 7 1 00 . 00 1 , 55 4,18 3 1 00 . 00 4, 369 , 8 41 1 0 0 . 0 0 958 , 501 1 00 . 0 0 
I ncome 
Fi g . 5 . Income Fra m Farm Pr o ducts 
\ 
sold and consumed by the farme r was $ 4 22 ,799 p er year 
for the 1926-30 p eriod. This was i n contrast to an av-
erag e of only $ 118,853 p roduced in the 1912-16 period . 
Much of the increase in g ross income f' rom livestock 
sold., no doubt, ca.rne from sale of stock when pastur e s 
were plowed under to make war .for add i tional wheat acre -
ag e. There was a s harp decline in the number of cattle 
and horses and mules on the fa rms for the entire decade 
following 19~0. 
Poultry and egg s and dairy products sold during this 
period attain ed some i mportanc e --the yearly averag e be -
ing $ 186,435 or an add itional averag e income of $225 per 
farm from this source. Hi gher p ric es and favorable rain-
fall for pasture and feed crop s wer some of the factors 
in diversificat i on along this time. 
The present p eriod of unprecedented drought is a 
sig nificant phase of t he count y 's agricultural his t ory . 
It is the first maj or break in a long t rend of increasing 
activity whi ch char acter ized t h e entire period since 1898 . 
During the five - y ear period of 193 2- 36 sub -normal 
rainfall has oqcurr ed and general failure of crops through-
ou t the per iod ha s been the result. The low prices for 
farm products have further r edu ced the farmer 's income . 
A g lance at Fig . 2 ; at the same t ime k e ep ing i n mind that 
\ 
450,000 acres of the county's area is under cultivation, 
reflects the seriousn~ss of t he present situation . A 
gross value of less than $1. 50 per acre f or f i e l d crop s 
grown is indicated. 
-..., 
Livestock sold and sorghums g rown for hay and g rain 
were the only ma jor classifications of farm production 
which compared favorably with previous periods . The value 
of livestock sold or slaughtered amounted to $21 ~ , 686 
per annum for the five years , 1932-36. Much of the s a le 
of livestock du~ing this period was forced by credi tors, 
b ecause of feed and pasture shortage, and for purp oses 
of securing capital with whi ch to maintain farm operations 
and d efray living expenses. 
It can be said, and without fear o f contradiction 
that t h e present drought years have caused the Gray County 
farmer to suffer tremendous losses in depletion of natur-
al resources from wind erosion, in depreciation of build-
i ng s and machinery because of a lack of adequate finances 
to keep them up, and from the :forced sale of lives to ck and 
equipment. One can only conjec ture as t o what would b e 
the present state of affairs i f the subsidy payments of 
the F ederal Government had not come into be i ng during this time, . 
The figures on the next pag e show t he g reat importance of 
the subsidy payments during this period . 
Product 
Value Of Farm Pr oduc ts And Sub sidy Payments 
193 3 t o 1 936 
Val u e % Va l ue % Value % 
193 3 1 934 1 935 
Fiel d crop s 
Value % 
1 936 
_ g'-r_o_v_1n ____ --'--~----- -~--------=--=-~ ;__=-------=-~ ...:..:=~_:._:::.,__ ;o, 7 $ 517, 61 8 ~9.'\ 488 ,111 31-3 552 , 173 3 /. 1 1 , 1 01 , 356 
307, 85 2 .l.3- \ 279 , 615 1' ., 351 , 61 2 i o,~ 279 , 480 Livestock 11 - f - - ----------- ----- - - ~------ ---~- -Subs i dy . 'I 
payment s 506 , 222 Jf,o 506 , 222-'"·11, g 8 40 , 232 ff· 1 · 78 9:, 770 J /,, 
To t a l f a rm 1, 331, 692 1 , 273 , 948 1 , 744 , 017 1 2 , 170 , 606 i n come /b 0 1• /n'l• I 00 " I 007• 
* Have u s ed 50 per cen t of tot a ls f or the t wo years . 
Considering t h e fact that much of the values of f arm 
product s could not r ead i l y be converted int o cash and 
tha t pr actically all of the wheat pr oduced was required 
f or r eseeding , t h e great i mport ance and va l ue of t he Fed-
er a l Farm Program dur i ng t h is p er i od is at once app ar en t . 
The far mer wou l d h ave had a diff icult time , i ndeed , to r e-
ma i n in r esidenc e in t h e county and s ow a larg e percentag e 
of h is l and to wh eat each fall with ou t t h e f i nances ob-
t a i n ed b y p a r t icipat ion i n t he F ed eral Fa rm Program . 
Due to t he r elative l y l imited a creag e unde r cu l tiva-
tion which p revailed in Gr ay County as ag a i n st t he more 
highly d eveloped agr icu lture of centra l and eastern ansa s , 
Gray County did not a tta i n a h i gh r ank in comp arison or 
all counties in re sp ect to to ta l f ar m i ncome unt il the 
late 'twenties . Gray County as a r u l e ranked ahead of the 
counties to the west and b e low most of t he counties t o 
the east in total .g ross income as well as a v erag e i n c ome 
per farm. 
According to t h e Un i ted S t a t es Department of Agr i-
culture, the yearly ave r ag e . of es timated c ash income from 
farm sales from 1922 to 1 92 5 f o r Gr ay County wa s $2580 
per f arm. 2 This i n come fig ure exc e e ded a l l count i es 
which are as far west as Gr ay excep t Me ade County to the 
south with $2970 and f ive counties i n the nor thwestern 
part of the sta te. 
In 1928 and 1929, when Gray Count y p roduced more 
than $ 9, 0 00 ,000 worth of wheat , and was f ourth ranking 
county in the sta te in wh e a t p r oduc tion, her f armers 
attained a unique p l a c e in Kansas ag i culture . The aver -
* ag e g ross income p er f arm was $ 7 ,118 .10 , which p l a ced 
Gray County at t h e top of al l t h e c ounties in this re-
spect. This wa s more t h an $ 90 0 per farm more than Ford 
County's f armers received and more than t wice as much as 
Harvey County and other l e adi ng agricul tural coun ties of 
cen tral and eas t ern Kans a s. 
The ab ove mentioned t wo y e a rs marke d t h e limit s of 
Gray County's brilliant p lac e in Kansas agricul t ure , al-
2 . 
* 
United States Census of .Agricul t u re, 1925 . 
Per yea r for 1928 and 1929 only . 
though it has always ranked toward the iD p in its own 
section. 
The pi--oportion of land in farms , in c :rop land , and 
in crop land harvested, ref lect s the development of 
agriculture as well as p rosperity trends f or the county 
as a whole. The important trends can readily be found 
from the f ollowi ng tab le. 
P ercentag es of Land Utiliz&tion3 
Land in Crop Crop land 
Year farms land harvested Pasture 
1890 19.8 6 . 3 2 . 1 3 . 6 
1900 31.1 5 . 8 3 . 9-;} 25 . 4 
1910 42 . 4 1 9 . 8 22 . 4-¾· ;;::: 2 . 6 
1920 77 . 1 41.6 36 . 7 35 . 5 
1925 83~ 2 48 . 0 45 . 8 3 5 . 2x 
1930 89.2 64 . 0 58 . 3 2 5 . l-i"c-:t'-
1935xx 93.4 7 2 . 2 17 . 9 18 . 6 
* Grass land fenced in shown in official records has been deducted . 
x 192 4 figures. 
*i'" 1929 figures. 
xx Calenda.r year 1934. 
The a pproxima te land area is 548 , 480 . 
It will oo not ed that the total land area in farms 
in Gray County has grown considerably during each decade . 
The largest g ain was be tween 1910 and 1920 when there was 
a 34 . 7 p er cent increase . By 1935 the land in farms wa s 
93 . 4 p er cent of t he total county area and the county com-
3. Comp iled from the Census of the Uni ted States . 
~ared favorably with the b es t agricultu r a l count ies in 
the stat e in land utilizat ion. 
The crop l and and t he crop l and harve s t ed , more 
than any of the . other stat i s tic s , t end t o reveal t he 
success of the farming operations. The a c reage in crop 
,, 
l and has i ncr ea s ed steadily sinc e before 1910 , the great -
est increa se coming during the score of years f ol lowing 
1 910 when 44 per 'cent of t he county area was added t o the 
crop l and. The p·ercentag e of the crop land harvested 
varies greatly f rom year t o year . 
Th e percent ag e of land in pasture is of interest 
ma inly in comparison wi th the cr op land . Thus in 1900 
there wa s more t han f ou r and one - half times as much 
pasture l and in farms a s t here was land in crops . Also 
much of the g r ass l and no t in farms was available for and 
was used for graz i ng purposes . 
From 1920 t o 1924 more than 35 per cent of the tota l 
county acreag e was being used for pastures . There was a 
r ap id decline i n the years f ollowing and by 1934 only 
18 . 6 per cent of t h e c ounty area , of whi ch 13 per cent 
was plowab le, had not b een turned under by the plow for 
crop production purpo s es. 
Value of Farm Prop erty 
The economic status of the f a rmer is indicated in 
a general way by the averag e value of all farm property 
per farm. On, this basis the averag e v a l ue per farm is 
hig h in the western part of Kansas, where the larg e size 
of farms necessitates a larg e cap ita l outlay for l and. 
Also, the use of f a rm machinery has greatly i n creased 
since 1925, particularly for wheat g rowing. The use of 
the tractor and the combine have greatly increa sed the 
farmer's investment i n mach inery equipment. 
* Fig . 5 on page 8 2 .shows that t he averag e value of all 
farm property per farm was only $ 1,506 in 1890 and con-
sisted mostly of land values . Livestock wa s v a l ued a t 
around ~~300 per farm and machinery at less than $ 50 . 
These figures reflect the g eneral p overty of t he early 
settler and his general l a ck of necessary cap ital for the 
purchase of livestock and machinery on a sc a le sufficient 
for successful farming operations on the semi-ar id plains . 
By 1900 the number of farms h a d decreased from the 
571 in 1890 to only 237 in 1900 . Land and building values 
-~i- Census of the United States. 
were higher than a decade b efore. The size of f a rms 
had increased. Value of imp lements and machinery p er 
farm had increased to $ 200 per farm or almost f our times 
that of 18 90 . Value of livestock on farms had more than 
doubled . The g eneral trend indicated by these increasing 
values was an adjustment to t h e l a r g er scale farming pro-
g ram so necessary for success in cop i ng with t he c limatic 
condit i ons of the reg ion. The averag e value p er farm 
a t this p eriod wa s s t ill v ery low and t ends t o show that 
the early settler p rogres s e d sl owly f rom the meager fruits 
of his own labor, and wi thout the aid of outside ca p ital . 
By 1 91 0 the averag e v a lue of f a rm p roperty h ad in-
creased to $8, h2 7, b eing almost f our times as g reat as in 
1900. There h a d b e e n large increa e s in values i n all 
classes of farm p roperties, n otably in l and v a lue s , which 
averag ed $14.84 per a cre in 1910 as ag ainst only $ 3 . 63 in 
1900 . Incidentally ther e were almost t h e exact numb er of 
f a rms in 1910 as there had b e e n 20 years earli e r in 1890; 
574 and 571 respectively. Great strides h ad been made in 
building u p t h e material wealth of the f arms fr om $ 860, 000 
to almost $ 5, 000 , 00 0. The value of bu i ldi ng s, impl ements, 
machinery, and livestock alone were almost t wice t ha t of 
the total value of farm property , i ncluding land, some 20 
years earlier. The rise in land va lues indicat e the in-
HJ. Lf z 3 t"i 1-".3 
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F i g . 5 Valu e of Fa rm Pro perty 
l State Census o f Bo a r d o f Agr iculture 
2 Land and b u il d ings 
3 857 Squar e miles 
4 Inc ludes a ll farm p ro p erty 
creasing succes s of the fa r m p rog ram in its gradual ad-
aptation to the climatic condition s~ 
By 1920 and 1 9 2b t he ave r ag e v a l ue of farm. p rop erty 
p er f a rm comp ared fav orab l y wi th o ther counties in t h e 
stat ~ . In 1925 t h is f i gu r e was $16 , 641 f or Gr ay County . 
This compared f avora b ly with mo s t of the counti e s and was 
much h i g h er t h an t h e southeas t e rn Kans a s counties . Gray 
County's aver ag e t ot a l values for f arms had t r eb l ed since 
1900 a nd their f avor ab le stand i ng with other c oun ties i n 
Kans a s indica t es t hat the f a rmers h ad i n a f a ir meas u re 
s olved t h e ag r i cu ltu ral p rob l ems conf r on ted i n t h i s reg ion 
of l i mi t ed r a i nf al l . 
Gray Count y r eached it s h eig h t of prosp erity with 
the b ump e r whe a t c r op s of 19 28 and 1 29 . Land values 
ro s e . unt il far ms s o l d f or as much a s $40 to $ 60 an a cre. 4 
Th e averag e v a l u e of all l and in far ms a ccord i ng to t h e 
1930 U. S . Censu s was $ 37 .79 . Th e total v a l u e of a ll f a rm 
p rop erty wa s more than $ 21, 000 , 000 or $24 , 586 p er s quar e 
mi l e. Mo s t of t h e se v a l ues were repre s ent ed by l and 
v a lues, which had skyro cke ted b ec au se of the l a r g e i n come 
f rom wheat during t hes e f avorable y e a rs . Th is p eriod of 
prosp erity s aw a t r emendous i n c r e a s e in t he c ap it a l in-
4. Ces s n a , B. D., Ing alls , Ka nsas , I n terview. 
vested in implements and machinery. In 19 28 Gray County 
had 534 tractors, which was more than any other county 
as far west as Gray with the exception of Rawlins and 
Meade. 
The investments in building s totaled more than $2 ,000 
per f a rm in 1930 and althoug h this figure is not l ar g e, 
it is in line with i mprovement s found in the newer agri -
cultural areas. 
The figures for the year 1935 re1lect the effe ct s 
of the drought since 1931. Total values of farm.prop erty 
have d eereased sharply and there is practically no mar-
ke t for land. Many f a r mers would , no doub t, sell i f they 
could realize a sum somewhat in exc ess of the heavy mort-
g ages existing ag ains t a majority of t h e farms . 
There has been a sharp :increase .in t he number of 
far ms , from 8 28 in 1925 to 935 in 1930 . Thi s i ncrease 
does not reflect an increa se in prosperi t y. It does re-
flect the re sults of t h e nation- wide depr.es s ion which has 
halted the absorption of a considerable per cent of the 
rural p opu lation into other lines of wo rk and has return-
ed some of the unemployed back to the f a rms. 
Tenancy 
According to the 1925 Ag ricultural Census in the 
majority of Kansas counties from 40 to 50 per cent of 
farms are operated by tenants . Gray County wa s up to-
ward the top of thi s g roup with 49 . 8 per cent, ranking 
eleventh in the state in this resp ect . 
The f ol l owing tab le g ives a compa r ison of the 
p er cent tenancy in Gray County as ag ain st t h e St a t e of 
Kansas as a whole and the entire Un ited Stat es . 
Per Cent of Farms Operated By Ten ants 
1890 1900 1910 1920 1925 1 930 1935 
Gray County 1. 58 1 2 . 24 14 . 29 4 2 . 7,9 49 . 8 41.8 .48 . 6 
Kansas 31.03 35 . 20 36 .80 40 . 4 42 . 2 4 2 . 4 44. 0 
u. s . 28 . 4 35.30 37.00 38 .1 38 . 6 42 . 4 4 2 . 1 
Tenancy has increased in Kans a s f or s ev e r a l dec ades. 
The outstanding increase i n rec ent y ears has b e en i n the 
s ou thwestern p art of the sta te where invad i ng f a rm e r s 
have taken over land formerly in ranches for crop farming . 
It is. prob able that many of these f a rmers will in time 
ac quire ownership of the l and they now f a rm on a tenant 
bas is. This tendency is already apparent from the 1930 
figures whi ch show a decrease of 8 per cent in tenancy in 
Gray_ County over the five year period preceding . 
Size of Farms 
,___ 
The natural condition s in western Kans a s neces s itate 
a l a r g e ~creag e per f a rm to assure succes s . The pion eer 
settlers of western Kansas who had been farmi ~g on a small 
acreag e farther east a t f ir s t were not a v: are of t h i s re-
quirement. The foll owi ng figure s sh ow t he ch anges s i n ce 
1 8 90 as rep orted by the Census of Agr iculture . 
Averag e Acreag e Per F arm5 
Year Gray County Kansas 
1890 1 91 181 
1900 7 2 2 241 
1910 4 0 6 244 
1920 577 275 
1925 575 263 
1930 591 283 
1935 548 275 
As ind icated above, there was an ad j u s t ment to 
larg er farms soon after many of t h e early s ettle rs aban-
d oned their homesteads because they could not make a liv-
i ng . But although the a creag e per farm i n creased to 7 21 
by 1900 , there was a decline to 406 b y 1910 . However , 
5. Comp iled from the Census of t he United States. 
because of the immense amount of unfenced free rang e avail-
able to almost every farmer at this date, the figures d o 
not imp ly that there was any b asic chang e in total land 
requirements per f a rm at this period. 
Since . 1920 there has b een no drastic chang e in the 
size of farms in Gray County. There was an increase from 
575 to 591 acres from 1925 to 1930. This reflects t h e 
tendency of an increase unde r normal conditions in farm 
acreag es because of the advantages of larg e scale power 
farming . 
I 
The decrease by 1935 to an averag e of 548 acres p er 
farm shows the resul ts of the present nation-wide dep ression 
which has deprived many people of t heir jobs, many h aving 
returned to the f a rms near relatives r friends. Should 
n ormal times return an adjustment towards larg er farms 
in line with p ower- farming tendencies would prob a b ly ag ain 
gain momentum. 
The counties wi t h per farm acre age s of more than 
500 acres are located west of a g eneral line which may be 
drawn from Barber County in south-central Kansas to 
Rawlins County, 5 which is only one county removed from the 
west state bounds.ry in northwest Kansas. 
5. Southwestern Bell Telephone Company , Economic Survey 
of Kansas, p . 9 2 . 
In 19306 there was on ly one farm in Gra y Count y 
with an acreag e of over 5 ,000 acres. Ninety fa r ms ex-
ceeded 1, 0 00 acres; 284 f a rms were classif i ed a s 50 0 to 
999 acres; 314 f a rms as 260 to 4 9 9 a cres; 28 fa rms a s 
175 to 2 5 9 acres; and on l y 85 far ms , of which 55 were 
cash grain f a rms exceed i ng 50 a cres , had an a c reage be-
low 175 acres. 
Wheat Growi ng In Gr ay County 
Wheat is the outst a n d i ng crop p rodu c ed in Kansa s . 
Kansas is the leadi ng wh eat p rodu cing state of t he United 
States. 
The trend in wheat a cre ag e i n Kans a s over a period 
of years has been g ene r a l ly upwa rd . The i nc r ease in whea t 
acreag e has b een t h e resul t of b oth the rep l a c ement of 
acreag e f ormerly in o t her crop s, and t h e cul tivation of 
new land f ormerly in native sod. I n rec ent year s the in-
cre a se due to new l and being put und e r cultivation in 
western Kansas ha s b een t h e ch ief means of e xp ans i on. 
The b road , rol l i ng prairie p l ains of we stern Kan s as 
have b een conducive to the l a r g e sca l e p ower me thods of 
6. Fifteenth Census of t he United St a t e s. 
fa rming which have helped to make the Gr e a t P lains one 
of t he leading wheat g rowing sections of t he world . The 
soil, which is predominantly of a silt loam texture and 
retentive of moisture , is g enerally e x c e llent for wheat 
g rowing . Most important of all is the relat ively dry 
climate, which, with improved methods of dry farming , is 
f avorab le to hig h yields and g ood quali t y of wheat , ex-
cep t in years of unusual d rought . 
F i g . 6 presents a g ood outline of the development 
of the wint e r wheat industry in Gray County. 7 It will be 
noted that wheat wa s g r own f or a quarter of a century on 
a limited scal e before extensive exp an s ion of the acreag e 
was b egun. The acreag e sown t o wheat increased stead ily 
fr om 191 5 on, with occasional redu ct i o s aff ecting , a s a 
rule, the acreag e sown following a p oor harvest . 
In 1914 Gray County h ad a bump er wheat crop--the 
county av e r ag e being nineteen bushels per acre . A mill ion 
and a hundred and fifty thousand bushels of wh e a t was p ro-
duced, which was more than t wice as l a r g e as the p revious 
record yea r, 1912 . In 1 91 5 f ol l owed another g ood year 
with a county averag e of 13 bushel·s . That fall 98 ,000 
acres was sown to winter wheat , being an increase of 60 
7. Comp iled from Kansas St a te Board of Agriculture , 
Biennial Reports. 
per cent in the two years. The wheat acreag e continued 
to increase during the War in s p ite of crop failures and 
low yields. In 1918 only 1 2 p er cent of the acreag e sown 
was harvested ~nd the yield was only three ·bu s hels p er · 
acre. The exorb itant p rices for wheat , the low prices 
a t which available p r a irie l and could be purchased, and 
the comparatively high yields of wheat fr om first - year 
sod land, even during the dry years, c aused additional 
acres of buff alo g ras s to be b roken up and p laced in cul-
tivation. In 1 919 the averag e yield p er acre was only 
seven bushels, but b ecause of high wheat pric es the g ross 
retu rn p er a cre to taled $14.35 , which in many cas es ex-
ceeded the purchas e p rice of much of Gray County ' s level 
prairie land. 
It was not unt il 1921 that Gray County p roduced her 
second crop of more than a mil l ion bushels--one and one-
fourth million . The a creag e required was t wice as much 
as f or the great crop of 1914. I n 1 924 another bumper 
crop occurred -- 2 ,420,000 bushels were produc ed . In 19~6 , 
1928, 1929, and 1931 b ump er wheat c rops were p roduced, 
and as a result the acreag e sown to wheat in 1931 was a l-
most 300 ,000 acres as comp are d t _o only 140 , 000 seven 
years b efore. 
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nine million bushels and a g ood p rice a v e r ag i ng ab out 
$1.00 per bushel was rec e ived . I n 1 930 more t h a n 3 , 0 00 , 000 
bushels was produced f or a g ood county averag e of 1 ~ 
bushels per acre . Th e f ollowing h a rvest , 1931, resulted 
in an all time record of 5 , 235 , 8 76 bushel s -- an 18 b ushe l 
averag e for more t han 290 , 000 a cre s h arve sted . The low 
prices of less t han thir t y c ents a b ush e l of that year , 
p reve nted the Gr ay Cou n t y f a rmer from really c oming into 
his own. 
As a r u le Gr a y Cou n t y h as r anked nex t to Ford County 
in wh eat p rodu ct ion i n far s ou t hwe s t e rn Ka nsas . It was 
not until t he year 1 9 21 and t h e dec ade f ollowing t h at 
Gray Coun t y att ained a p l a c e among t h e lead i ng c ounti e s 
of the sta te. I n 1 92 6 Gray County g r evv three million 
bushels and r anked e i g h t eenth from t h e top . In 1928 when 
more t h an f ou r a nd a half million bush els wa s h arve s t ed , 
only Bar t on , Ford, Pawn e e , Reno, and Rush r ank ed a h ead of 
Gray in wheat p roduc t ion . He r n e i g hbor to the east , Ford 
County, a much l a r g e r coun ty , r anked f irs t i n the st a te 
that ye a r with s eve n and a quart e r mi l l i on bu shels . All 
the other counties r anking ahe ad of Gr ay are in c entral 
Kansas, which i s the s tate's le ad i ng whe a t area . The 1 931 
p roduction of more t h an f ive a nd a quart e r mill ion bushe l s 
placed Gray Cou n t y f ou r t h f r om t h e top in t he ent i r e s tat e . 
Si n c e 1 931, t he wheat yie l ds have been very l ow, 
a b and onment of a c reag e sown rang ing from bO to 90 per 
c ent, · and y i e l d s harvested , on the averag e , being four 
to eig h t b ushel s . Price s , too , have bee n very low dur -
i n g t h is period , resul t i ng in a net loss to t h e whe a t 
fa r mer r or each of the last six years of op erations . 
The b enef it p ayments fr om the F ederal Government 
f or crop reQu c tion and soi l conservation have b een a 
b oon to t h e Gray Count y farm.er . In t h e f ou r year s fr om 
1 933 to 1 936 the p ayments from the AAA amounted to more 
than $ 2 , 500, 000 . These payments have afforded t h e 
n ecessary c api t a l for ma inta i n ing a larg e wheat acreag e 
through ou t t h e p resent drou ght p eriod . In the fa ll of 
1 936 , afte r f ive y e a r s of c rop fa ilur e , 331 , 000 acr e s , 
t he l a r g est a c reag e in the history of the c ount y , was 
s own. 
Wi th a l mo st a l l of his c a p ital r esourc e s e xhausted , 
pas t u r es n o t a l read y p lowed under , ruin ed b y d rought and 
dust storms , a nd mo r t g ag es on farms exce eding pre sent mar -
ke t valu e in many i n s tanc e s, t h e only hope of t h e western 
Kansas fa r mer li e s in s ome g o od wheat crop s with f avor -
ab le pr ice s. va t h hi s fut u r e destiny resiting i n e l ement s 
beyond his control , the farmer doe s the wise s t t hing he 
knows , under the circums t ances , and cont i nues to s ow wh eat . 
I mpro ved Methods of Wheat F arming 
The eff ec t of the p resen t serious droug h t and re-
-sultant crop failu res has a pp arent l y s ub s tantiated op in-
ions frequently held tha t farming d oes not p a y in thi s 
area over a p eriod of y e a rs--th at losses s u sta i ned in 
the dry years more than of fs e t profi ts made during t h e 
less frequent g ood yea rs . 
It should be r emembered , howev e r, b efore any undue 
p e s s imism is g iven ear t o, t ha t it t o ok the wester n 
Kansas farme r many years to l earn t ha t the b est method 
of crop i nsurance is to cons erve subsoi l moistur e . The 
dev e lopment of p owe r ma chin ery made it p ossib l e for t h e 
farme r to cultivate a l a r g er p ort ion of his land a t a 
time when conditions were most favorabie . 
The b i g whea t c r op s of 1928 and 1 989 were produ ced 
during a p eriod when rainf a ll was only sligh tly above 
averag e. The g reat crop s of 1924 , 1 98 6 , and 1 931 were 
all produced in years when annual rs.i nf a ll was far below 
normal, but each of these bump er harvests followed a year 
when rainfall had been ab ove normal and the subsoil was 
well filled with moisture . 
Extensive experiment s at the Government Experiment 
$ tations in t he Great Plains area have established the 
fact that the most i mp ortant f ac t or i n succ essf u l wh eat 
g rowi ng in this semi- arid climat e i s a g ood amount of 
moisture in the sub so i l a t the time of s eeding . 
Sinc e 1 931 t he annual r ainfall ha s b e en from t en to 
sixteen inch es, b e i ng f a r b e l ow normal throu gh out . The 
y e a r 1934 was t h e d riest at t h e Cimarron we a t h er s tation 
s i n c e record s were b eg u n in 1 90 6 . As a result of t h e 
s u cce ssive d r y y e ars , t he subso il moi s t u r e has long b e en 
d eple t ed . The p re sent drou g h t p eri od i s unequ a l led , i n 
i n tens ity as well as in dura t ion , i n t h e we ather re cord s 
of we s tern Kansas . 
I mp or t ant a s wa s t h e deve l opment of t h e t r a ctor a nd 
comb i ne , which adv a nc e d t he da t e of p lowi ng fo r wi nte r 
wh eat from Sep t emb e r t o l a te Jul y o r e a r l ier and t h u s p re~ 
pared t o c a tch and h old t he r e l at i vel y h e a vy l a t e swmner 
ra i n s , some of t h e n ew scient i f i c me thods of fa r ming c on-
c eived f rom t h e p r e sent ex t e n s ive drought may p rov e to 
b e t h e so l ut i on to d r y - l and farming in t h is area . 
One of t h e le s son s l earn ed b y a f ew of t h e wis e r f a r -
mers is to t ake mea su r es to p reven t s oi l ero s i on b efore it 
g et s star ted . One of Gray Count y ' s p rominent f a r mers , 
. i 8 Rob ert We rner of I ngalls , wh o won sta t e - wi de recognit on 
8 . Garden Ci ty Daily Te l eg ram , J une 28 , 1 938 . 
b y raising wheat e a ch y e a r dur i ng the drough t period , 
says: 11 The t rouble wi th many of our Plains f armers is 
t hat t hey ar e too op t i mist i c . TJlh ~y hope it wi l l snow, or 
tha t the wi nd s won ' t b low and strip listing won ' t be 
nece s sary . Then when they discover erosion has st arted , 
it is too late to p revent i ts spreading . The best policy 
is to expe c t t h e worst , because you ' ll likely reap the 
b est i f y ou d o. 0 
Ano ther prog res s ive Gray County f a rmer , Guy D . 
J osserand of the sout hwestern part of the c ounty , h as won 
r enown be c a u s e of hi s success in t h e application of p rac-
tical fa r mi ng me t hods during the drought p eriod . In 1937 
9 he was el ect ed a s one of Kansas ' master farmers , later 
r e ceiving additional r e cog nition and honors by being cho sen 
President of th e Ka nsas Bo ard of Agr icultu re . 
These and o the r p r og ress i ve farmers h a ve demonstrated 
t hat b y t h e ready adoption of practical methods of cu l -
t i va tion to conform with exist i ng conditions that wheat can 
b e produ ced in wes t e r n Kans as under almost any conditions 
and that p rof its c a n b e r e al i zed in spi te of oc c asional 
f ailures. 
The present work of t he Federal Gov ernment in it s 
9. The J acks on i an , May 1 5 , 1 938 . 
soil erosion and conservation prog rams will be of i rmnense 
educationa l value to the l a r ge mass of farmers who are 
not endowed with the necessary initiative and foresight 
to deviate from old practices and strike out anew in an 
attempt to surmount the existing ob stacles and achieve 
g rea ter rewards . 
Markets for Gray County Wheat 
Shi pp i ng p oints are availab le to all Gray County 
farmer s at distances not in exce s s of fi f teen miles . The 
main line of the Atchison, Top eka , and Santa Fe Railroad 
f ollows the Arkansas River Val l ey, which runs through 
the northern p art of the c ounty a pproximately twe lve to 
f ifteen miles from the north cou nty line . The s hipp i ng 
p oint s along this railroad are located a dvantag e ously as 
are the county roads , which are g ravelled and ke p t in g ood 
repair, and over which motor truck t r avel t h roughout the 
year is g enerally feasib le~ The l eve l charac t er of the 
top og raphy and absence of exces sive r a inf a ll in most years 
makes p ossib le the use of truck s in hauling the wheat 
direct to market from the comb ines, t hus eliminating the 
necessity of granaries . 
Outside of Dodg e City, which is the p rincipal concen-
trating and milling center of southwestern Kansas and 
which is within easy rang e of trucks from Gra y County 
farms, Gray County has more available storag e in elevat -
ors along its railroads than any other county in western 
Kansas . The gross storag e space of the county aggre -
g ates nearly a million b ush els, the larg est elevator be-
i ng at Copeland i n southwestern Gray County nea r the 
Haskell County line on the b ranch of the Atch ison, Top eka , 
and Santa F e which passes through the southern part of 
the county ahd g ives i t an outlet to the east through 
Dodg e City . Other s h ipping p oints on this branch of the 
Santa Fe are, fr om west to east , Mont e zuma , Haggard , and 
Ensign. On t h e main line of the Santa Fe through the 
northe rn par t . of the county are, from east to west , 
Cimarron, Ingalls, and Charleston. Just across the west 
county line is Pierceville, in Finney County, with three 
g rain companies and to the east of Cimarron is Howell , in 
Ford County, with elevator service . 
All of the p rincipal concentrating and milling com-
panies of Kansas except Salina , are connec ted with the Gray 
County territory by the Atchison, Topeka , and Santa Fe 
Railroad . Dodg e City, Hutchinson , ichita, and Kansas 
City markets afford Gray Coun ty farmers a direct and 
s p eedy outlet. Some of the wheat is also routed west-
ward over the Santa Fe for delivery to the millers of 
the Pacific Coast who also b uy Kansas wheat to mix with 
the softer varieties g rown locally. 
In s p ite of these marketing f a cilities the Gray County 
farmer is confronted with a farm storag e p roblem in the 
event that he wi shes to hold g rain for higher prices . 
This lack of farm storag e s p a ce was very app arent during 
the bumper crop years of t he late 'twenties and esp ecially 
in 1931 when thous ands of bushels of the five and one -
fourth million bushel crop were dump ed on the g round in 
hug e piles , where it was comparatively p rotected from the 
we a ther f or a time, but eventually be cause of dang er of 
deterioration and the p r ess ing demand s of c red itors~ tbe 
whe a t h a d to be so l d, and was sold, m ch of it, at a 
p rice as low a s t wenty-four cent s a bushel . 
More adequat e f a rm storag e will no doub t be construc t ed 
as soon as the whea t i ndustry ag ain returns b etter yields 
and the farms' owners attain experience in marketing , p ro-
vided , of course, that the present t r end towards easier 
ag ricultural credit continues to develop. 
Future Production of Wheat 
The trend of wheat p roduc t ion has been g enerally up-
ward during t h e f ifty - year period cov ered by this report . 
In the fall of 1936 sixty per c ent, or 331, 000 acres of 
the entire l a nd a rea of Gray County was sown to wheat , 
and several thousa nds of acres more were b eing fallowed 
to conserve moisture f or f all p l anting t h e f o l lowing year . 
When it is considered t hat only a little more than 400 , 000 
of the entire county a rea is level enough to b e til l ed 
with p ower machinery, one c an readily see that the c ounty's 
ag ricu lture has rap i d ly develop ed into a one-cr op system . 
The unusual p rof its derived from whe a t g rowing in the 
late 'twenti es resulted in the p lowing unde r of most of 
the native buffalo g rass, and far ms which f ormerly featur-
ed livestock, whe at , and sorg hums turned toward the hig her 
profits p romi sed b y utilizing the entire f a rm acreag e f or 
wheat produc t ion with p ower machiner y . 
Even t houg h winte r whe a t is t he most p opular crop in 
this section, it i s not a sure crop and hence should not 
b e the only one g rown. In the last twent y- six yea rs wheat 
has f ailed almo s t comp l e tely in seven of the years , namely 
in 1911, 1917, 1 91 8 , 1923 , 1933 , 1934, and 1935 . Yields 
were very low and a creag e was abandoned in larg e amounts 
in 1913, 1919, 1925, 1927, 1932 , and 1936 and most far-
mers did not show a p rofit. In the past t wenty-six years , 
then, it may b e s a i d , wheat h a s p roduced profitable yiel ds 
only one-half of the t ime. 
Agriculture in southwestern Ka n s as c anno t be put on 
a sub stantial b asis until a r a tional s ystem of farming 
is adop ted. This i nvolves not only g rowing crop s adapted 
to the climate and soil, but also t heir relation to one 
another and to ag r i cu l ture as a whole . It has b een p oint -
ed out that winter whea t, g rain sorghums , and sorg os and 
sudan g rass f or f eed and pasture are the most dep endab le 
crops for this area. Obvio~sly, then , these crop s shou ld 
receive major conside r a tion. 
It should also be recog ni zed that any p erraanent 
system mus t p rovide for some live stock . This may consis t 
of dairy cows , beef animals, hog s, or p oultry . Some beef 
or dairy animals are a l mo st e ssential to utilize the fe ed 
and roughag e t hat is always produced on every well - manag ed 
farm and whi ch is other wise wa s ted. 
In the future the p roduction of wheat will, no doub t , 
cont inue to hold the c enter of the stag e in Gray County , 
but other t yp es of agri cu lture should receive more emphasis 
in b oth the p l anned g ove r nment soil conservation p lan and 
in the practical c ommon sense ag ricultural p rog ram which 
wil l evolve from t he p ermanent farmers of the reg ion in 
their ef forts to solve the soil ero s ion prob lem during 
dry years and the dangers of economic distress often re-
s ul t i ng from a n unb alanc ed c r op system should b e al l evia-
ted . 
Sorghums 
Sorg hums which rank second to wheat among the f ield 
crops in Gr ay County were not g rown on any considerab le 
sca le during the early h istory of the county . It was not 
until 190 3 that more t h an ten thousand acres were p lanted . 
The period f rom 1 907 t o 1 917 saw the sorg hum acreag e in-
c reased fr om around ten t housand acres to sixty - l' our 
thousand acres. During the same p eriod c am e the s p ectac -
ul a r development of c r op production of all kinds . F rom 
1917 on, howeve r, t he sor ghum acreag e did not increase and 
the acreag e sown to wheat i n creased by leap s an d bounds . 
F' i g . 4 s hows the product i on, in thousand s of acres , 
of Gray County's three leading farm c r op s , wi n ter wh eat, 
s org hums, and corn . It will be noted t ha t sorghum acre-
age s p rac t ica lly double during years when winter wheat 
fail s, thus indicating t hat a pp roxima tely 50 p er cent of 
t h e sorgh um a creag e is in the nature of a substitute crop . 
Fig . 4 
Production of Principal Crop s 
1 88 7-1936 
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Compiled from Kans a s State Bo a rd of Agriculture, Bienn ial 
Reports 
Bef ore the exten sive u s e of p owe r machinery and the 
dev e lopment of t h e l a r g e s c a l e whe a t i ndus t ry , ev ery far -
mer p lan ted on the a v erag e of f rom t went y t o forty acres 
or more of s or g h ums f or feed fo r work h or s es and livestock . 
-
By 1 929 the sor ghum acr e ag e h ad f e. l len to the l ow 
f i g ure of 1 4 ,708 a cre s . This a cre ag e yi e l ded a bount iful 
c r op of mor e than f orty bush e ls to t he a cre in g r a in, b e-
s i des t h ousands of tons of r oug hag e . In sp i t e of this 
s p lend i d record mo st fa rmers abandoned the g row i ng of this 
c r op almo s t ent ire l y because i t could no t , a t this period , 
c omp ete with t h e h i ghly me chanized wn eat indus try in 
p r ofit s derived or i n t he small amount of labor required . 
The only extensive f ields of sorghums at thi s p eriod were 
in the s a nd h i ll area south of the r i ver , wh ich wa s so 
hilly t h a t wn e a t f a rmi ng op e rations c ou l d n o t b e carried 
on successfully . 
S i n ce the wi nt e r whe a t c r op failu r es , b eg i nn i ng in 
193c , the a creag e p l anted to sor ghums , in many cas es a s a 
sub s t itu te s pring c r op on aband on ed whe at a c reag e , h as 
been consid era b l e . Because of u nf avorab l e g rowi ng cond ition s 
the yield s h a ve b e e n g eneral l y p oor . 
Under normal c ond i t ion s t h e sorghums h a ve p r ov en the 
most p rodu ctive feed c r op g r own i n we s tern Kansas. The y 
a re b etter ada p ted to t he drough t y c ondi tions and hot wi nds 
of this p art of t he state t han any other fie l d - c r op . It 
has also been f ound t ha t t he ·y i e l ds .of the g rain sorghums 
a re ne a rly a l way s better t han corn yields in the western 
p art of t h e s t ate , and the forag e yield , es0 ecially with 
t h e sorg 6s or s we et sor g-hums , is much l a r g er in dry sea-
s ons. 
A more per manent inc rease i n t he sorghum acr e ag e may 
b e exp ected in t h e near future in line with the trend , 
ch ief l y g overnment s ponsored , tovvards a more d ive rsified 
a nd rat i onal type of ag riculture , f eaturing soil conserva-
tion. 
Fee d Crop s for Livestoc k . 
Corn and t he sorg hums have b oth b een i mportant sources 
of feed f or l i v estoc k i n Gr ay County . Corn has been g rown 
qu ite successfully in t he sandhill area and it g enerally 
p rodu ce s some fodd e r even t houg h failing to produce g rain . 
The . surest dry- land crop s are t he sor ghums which can b e 
dep ended u p on to p rodu ce s ome feed f or l i v estock prac t i c -
al l y every year. 
Sudan g rass, which b e l ong s t o t he sorghum- family , i s 
undoubtedly the mo s t satisfa c tor y h a y and pas t u re cr op f or 
the reg ion. It ha s p roduced an ave r ag e ·of approximately 
t wo and one-half tons of hay to the acre f or a number 
of years at the Garden City Branch Experiment Station un-
d e r climatic and soil conditions similar to tho se of Gray 
County. The hay is of excellent quality when cut at the 
bloom stag e. 
Although sudan g rass h a s b een g rown only on a very 
limited scale in Gray County , we c an exp ect a l a r g e in-
crease in acreag es sown to this crop n ow that a su b s titut e 
will have to b e found f or the native buffalo g rasses de-
stroyed by t h e d rought . Sudan g rass is readily eaten by 
all classes of lives tock and i s an excellent p asture c rop 
for both cattle and hog s. 
I:n. pas t year s the answer fo r t h e l ack of a l a r g e feed 
crop a creag e to support a considerabl live s t ock indu stry 
wa s found in the comp a ratively mild wi n t e rs and absence 
of h eavy snows which made it p ossib le for the buffalo g rass , 
whi ch in norrnal years cure s on the g round , to b e utilized 
f or p astu re throug hout the year. When occasional snows 
covered the g z> B.. ss the fa r mers resort ed f or t heir liv estoc k 
f eed to wheat s tr aw s tacks and a limited amount of 'swale 
g rass' and sorghums which had been put up f or feed . 
Now that the nativ e g ra s s es a re g one, a l arg e in-
crease in the feed a cre ag e can b e exp ected, especially if 
the livestock industry ag ain attains a more favorable 
p osi t ion. 
Alfalfa c annot be g r own succ essfully in Gray Cou n t y 
exc ept i n t he Ar kans a s Rive r Valley . Even here the a cr e-
ag e is limi ted , l arg ely b ecau se of t h e limit ed d eve lop -
ment of irr i g ation in t h e val l ey . Ab out 2 , 000 acres of 
a l fa l fa wa s g rown with out irr i g a tion on favorab le b ot tom 
l and s prior to 1 9 23 and proved v e ry prof itab l e . However , 
mo s t of t he acr e ag e has been a bandoned and p lowed u nder 
p a r t ly b ecause of pl an t d i s e a s e s a nd unfavorab le s ea s ©ns 
and t o decr easing prof it s . 
Acreag e of a l fa l f a wou l d p r ob ab l y i ncreas e i n the 
Ar kansas Vall e y in the even t that an i n creas i ng demand d e -
veloped i n the markets so that pump irrig at i on woul d b e 
j u st ified . 
Small Gra ins 
For t h e mo st p art t he s p ring small g rains a r e n o t 
p rof it able c r op s t o g row in Gray Count y . Sp ring wheat 
was g rown i n small acreag e s during t h e early year s a nd 
occasion ally a few acres have been sown in rec ent years . 
The larg est a cre ag e was in 190 7 when 1 , 79 2 acre s were 
harvested. Th e early s et t l er s soon l e arned t h at wi nter 
wheat a s a r u l e ou t y ields spring whe a t t wo to one . 
Oats have produced somewhat higher yields than spring 
wheat , but when considered from a money v a lue standpoint 
were no more p rof itable . The ave rag e retu rn per acre on 
this c rop has also been less t han $ 5.00 per a cre, and the 
a c reag e sown has been small. A better yield of oats is 
p roduced on summer-fal l owed g round, bu t the added exp ense 
is not justified. Hi g h temp eratures prec eding harvest 
are especial l y damag ing to oats . 
Barley h a s p rodu ced a slightly l arg er number of 
bushels per acre than oats, and has be en g rown more ex-
tensively, be ing especially p opul a r as a sub stitute crop 
when wheat failed. The acreag e harvested has never been 
l arg e , the record being i n 1928 with 24,748 acres. The 
annual acreag e has decreased since h o s es have g enerally 
been disp laced by p ower mach inery . The re t urn per acre 
has been cons iderab ly les s than for winter wh eat . 
Rye has been g rown on a very small scale on l y in 
Gray County . The larg est acreag e harvested was 3 , 778 in 
1920 . Farmers often sow a few acres late in the summer 
or earl y fall to provide pasture f or stock. The cash 
re t urn per acre is much les s t han f or wheat. 
Flax is sometimes mentioned as a crop f or southwestern 
Kansas . Attemp ts to g row it in Gray County and elsewhere 
in this part of the state , have invariab ly ended in failure. 
Broom Corn 
Broom corn h a s been successfull y and profitab ly 
g rown in southwester n Kansas . I n far southwestern Kansas 
and across t he line into Co l orado thousands of tons have 
b een g rown. Th e return p er a c re for t his crop is often 
in excess of t hat produc ed by wheat . 
Alth oug h a cons i derabl e area of Gray County , espec i -
ally the sandy s o ils , i s wel l adapted for b room corn , this 
crop h as b een g rown on only a few acres and in many years 
not at all. 
Broom corn requi res much di s agreeab le hand labor at 
harve st t ime a nd f or t hi s and o ther reasons has never 
appealed to the Gray County farmer , nor gained a p lace in 
his farm p rog ram. 
Corn 
Excep t f or t h e sandy s oils i n the sand hill area , 
corn is not very well adap ted to Gray County . On the 
sandy soils it h as produced f air y ields , but on the heavier 
soils north of t h e rive r and south of the s and hill s t h e 
yields of corn are g enerally so low even wi th t h e bes t 
possible cultural treatment that t h e re seems to b e little 
excuse for g rowing it t h ere. 
Gray County, h owever, o ccup i e s a uniqu e p o s i tion 
for corn production . During t h e f ive - y e a r period , 1924 
to 1928, Gray County p roduced a tota l of 2 , 691, 000 
bushels which ~ lac ed it i n a clas s by i ts elf i n s outh-
western Kans a s as well a s i n a wide area to the eas t , t o 
the northeast and no r thwest. Only Stafford County and 
the two north ern tier s of counties p roduced more than a 
mil l ion b ush els a verag e i n wester n Kansas . Log an , Gov e , 
and Treg o in t h e t h ird tier of count ies in northwestern 
Kansas , and Kiowa , Pratt, and Bar ber in south- central 
Kansas, and Gray Count y i n s outhw estern Kansas produced 
an average of more t han on e-ha l f million and less t han 
on e million per annum . Al l other counties i n the western 
h alf of Ka n sas p roduced an averag e of less than one- half 
mil l ion p er annum f or t h e five - y e ar p er i od from 19G4 to 
19;;:;s. 11 
The ch ief reas on f or Gr ay County ' s l arg e corn p ro-
duction is the larg e s m d hi l l area sout h of t he Arkansas 
River which comprises ap p roximat ely one- sixth of the total 
county area, amount ing to a round nine t y thousand a cres . 
Corn h a s also occ a sion ally made a g ood crop on t he h a rd 
up land s and e a ch year most of t h e fa r mers p l ant a few 
acres. 
11. Kansa s Stat e Board of Agriculture, Biennial Reports . 
Du ring t h e r e c ent wheat b oom of the late 'twenties , 
wh en almost eve ry suitable acre wa s planted to that crop, 
t h e county corn a creag e settled at around thirty thousand 
ac r es. Th is wa s mostly of the roug her sand hill land not 
well suited to powe r machinery . In recent years , prec ed -
i ng t he p res ent d r ou ght , the averag e value of corn p ro -
duction was around $ 1 2 . 00 per a c re , which was a g ood re -
t urn p er a c re f o r t he t ype of l and under cultivat ion . 
In 1 91 9 t h e retur n per a cre amounted to $ 20 . 75 and in 
1 928 to $ 1 7 . 50 . The 1 9 28 corn crop was the record crop 
at 803 , 950 bushel s , b eing g rown on 32 , 000 acres . Th e sell -
ing pr ic e was approximately seventy cents per bushel . 
The f ir st twent y years after t h e org anizat ion of 
the count y in 1 8 8 7 prov ed qui t e unsuccessful , as a whol e , 
f or corn g r owi ng . The early settlers, mo s t of whom c ame 
f rom t he mi d - western corn states , planted corn on the hard 
soil s , where t he c r op generally met with f a ilure excep t i n 
e xcep tionally f a vorable years . 
From F i g . 2 it will be s e en t hat corn exceeded sor-
ghums in valu e f or the 1 926-19 30 period . The averag e value 
of corn per annum was $ 355 , 28 9 to $297 , 606 f or s or ghums . 
During the 1932-19 36 period of d rought, h owev e r, the value 
of sorghums has b e en more than s ix t ime s a s g r eat a s corn . 
Neither crop has p roduc ed much g r a in during t he period and 
the sorghums have proven a far more valuable feed crop. 
In the future a considerable acreag e of corn will 
probably and should be grown on the sandy soils south of 
the river and in the Arkansas River Valley . An increase 
in corn acreag e is not likely since sorghums have b een 
g rown more succes sfully on the hard upland soils and its 
popularity has g ained there during the drought period as 
against corn, which has g enerally b urned so badly that 
it failed to make even fodder . 
F r u it and Truck Crop s 
The quantity of fruit and truck crop s now grown or 
ever g rown in Gray County is neg lig ible. Apples , Irish 
potatoes, sw e et potatoes, and a few other crops have been 
g rown in the Arkansas Valley on a small scale in commercial 
quantities. All were sold, as a rule, to the f armers in 
the nearby uplands and to p ersons in the nearby towns . 
Family gardens, and sometimes fruit trees, g rown un-
der windmill irrig ation have been of g reat imp ortance in 
furnishing veg etables and f r uits for the family table . 
Especially has this been the case during the recent drought 
when the family budg et had been depleted. 
Sug ar Beets 
In 1933 the value of sug ar b ee t s s o l d by Gr ay County 
g rowers was $16, 0 38 .00 which were p roduced on 3 ~4 acres . 
The 1936 product was on ly $2 , 2 50 . 00 from the small ac re-
ag e of 4 5 acres. 
The Arkansas Rive r Valley i n Gr ay County has s ev eral 
thousa nd acres of fertil e b ot tom l and , underlain b y a 
wa ter strata only a few feet below the surf a ce, wh ich is 
suitable for sug ar beet production. 
Sug ar b eet produ ction unde r irrig a t ion is a ssuming 
some importance in the western p art of t h e s t ate. The 
principal counties in p oin t of a creag e are F i nney, Ke a r ny , 
Pawnee, and Hamilton. Conditions a re well suited t o 
g rowing sugar b eets in Gray Cou nty, bei ng n e a r t h e Garden 
City sug ar factory, but the future t r end s of p r oduc tion 
will depend larg ely on irrigation p rob lems and marke t con-
ditions, both of which may p rove a handicap to rap id de-
velopment. 
Livestock 
Until the last few y ears Gray Count y p ossessed natur-
al conditions that were g enerally f avorab le to livestock 
raising. It had abundant pasture l and , covered for the 
most part with the nutritious buff alo g rass of the western 
plains. Cond itions are also well suited to g rowing ad-
aptable feed crops to supp lement p asture . 
The territory now comprising Gray County was utiliz ed 
by the cattlemen from shortly bef ore the comp l e tion of the 
Santa F e Railroad to Dodg e City in 1874 until the Blizzard 
of 1886. The owner s ident i fied their c a ttle by b r ands and 
allowed them to g r a ze over t he o"p en r a ng e of western 
Kansas , which a.mounted to hundreds of s quare miles . The 
Barton Brothers drove the first herds of Texas longh orns 
up fr om Texas toward the p rospective new r ai l head at 
Dodge City in 1872 , establish i ng their headquarters in the 
Arkansas Riv e r Valley at the place wh er e Pierceville is 
now loca ted ,12 and utilizing most of the area now. Gray 
County. 
The set t l ers who c ame west from 1884 to 1886 t ook over 
much of the l and also occup ied b y the ranchers . The 
ranchers wer e driven farther and farther we stward, and a 
f e e ling of b itterness arose ag ainst the farmers because of 
encroachment on the rang e l ands . The Bi g Blizzard of 1886 , 
which came early i n January of t hat year, s wep t out of the 
1 2 . Barton, D. V ., 11 Doc 1' , I ngalls , Kansas , Int erview. 
n orth and froze almo s t every living t h i ng which was ex-
posed t o its icy bla st s . The c at tlemen were ruined ; the 
homestead ers could use the land as they p leased . 
F i g . 5 p r esents a striking vi ew of the utter ruin 
of the livestock industry in Gray Count y in the years 
i mrnediately f ollowi ng the s e ttlement of t he l and by the 
h omesteader s and the devastating b lizzard i n 1886 . For 
a d ecade f ell.owi ng very l ittle livestock was found on 
Gr ay County far ms , r ef l ecting t he utter destitution of the 
' Corn- Belt ' far mers on t h e s e d rought - s t ricken plai ns . 
From 1887 t o 1 904 there wa s a tremend ous increase in 
the numb er of stock cat tl e . On March 1 , 1 904 there were 
more than 1 8 , 000 cat t l e on Gray County fa r ms . The trend 
in s t o ck cattl e was downward from 1905 unti l 1914 , while 
the number of hor ses and milk cows were on the upward 
trend f r om year to year . The trends in livestock during 
thi s p eriod r ef lect t h e development of a more div ersified 
typ e of ag r i cu l ture , with i n creases in the number of 
horses f or farm l abor , and in t h e numb er of dair y c ows , 
hog s , and poultry . 
The trend i n c a ttle and h o~se s wa s sharply upwards 
from 1 914 to 1923 . The h i g h p ric es c reat ed by t he War 
made livestock r a i s i ng very p rof itable. The p r ice of b e ef 
skyrocketed and horses and mules wer e b ought by t h e thou-
sands at fancy prices by the g overnment. The peak year 
for number of cattle on farms as of March 1, was in 19~0 , 
with more than 18,000 head. In 1923 there were more than 
9,000 horses and mules oh the farms , but from that time 
on, the number . of these animals declined rap idly, reach-
ing the very low fig ure of around 1,000 in 1936 . This 
decline has been g oing on f or fifteen years , but should 
b e halted soon and an equilibrium established in confor-
mity with power-f a rming requirements. 
The number of stock cattle declined sharp ly from 
16,000 in 1923 to 6, 500 in 1928 . This d ownward trend was 
neces s ary because ever i ncreasing acreag es of pasture land 
were b eing broken u p and sown t o wheat . The number of 
s wine and dairy cattle was upward unti l 1934 during t he 
recent drought year s , indicat i n g in a g eneral way , the 
at t empt of the farmer to s upp l ement a curtailed income . 
Since 1934 there has bee n a further decline probab ly mad e 
necessary because of almost comp lete dep letion of native 
p astures. 
During the drought p eriod, income f _r om lives tock and 
livestock products has made up a g reat er p ercentag e of 
the total farm income than at any other time during the 
fifty-year history of the county. The five-year average 
income for this p eriod from live stock was $ 306 , 6 22 . 
If the present trends towards diversification de-
velop, and favorable c rop years come , Gray County may 
witnes s an era of livestock produc t ion exceeding by far 
any p revious d evelopment along this line in the history 
of the county.'-
Dairying 
Dairying has b een a welcome source of income in 
Gray County during the recent drought period . The 1932 
to 1936 five-year averag e was more than $ 50 , 000. 
The g reatest number of milk cows on the farms was 
i n the 1 91 2 -16 period , h owever , t h e average annual value 
of dairy p r oducts during this period was only $27 ,136 . 
S ix thousand milk cows were report ed in 1 91 6 . I n com-
parison (see F i g . 5 ) the 1926 - 30 p eriod, when only about 
2 , 500 cows were mi lked , g ave an annual i n come of $ 95 , 216. 
Severa l fac tors had a bearing on the great ly increas ed in-
come from this source. Not the least imp ortant was the 
g reatly improved market facilities. Cream buyi ng stations 
were established by the larg e city creameries in almost 
every town. The plant of Swift & Company had also been 
built during this p eriod in nearby Garden City, where cream, 
poultry, and eggs were purchased and p repared f or both the 
local and distant markets. 
The ext remely unfavorable conditions during the 
drought have caused a further decline in the number of 
milk cows kept on the farms . During more favorable year s 
dairying should make a rap id recovery and attain a p lace 
of some i mportance among the secondary activities on 
Gray County farms. 
Sheep 
According to Fig . 5 sheep raising has nev er b een of 
imp ortance in Gray County. A few hundred sheep were to 
be f ound on farms from 190 2 to 1911, and t hen for some 
years none at all were listed by the a ss es s or. 
The 1933 and 1934 ag ricultural censuses list 330 
and 3 20 sheep respectively for Gray County . Projects 
carried on by the b oys ' and g irls' 4- H Club s tend t o show 
that sheep can be produced at a p rof it in Gray County. As 
a result of t h ese activities a somewhat g reater interest 
in sheep raising possib ilities has dev e loped. 
Poultry 
Poultry raising , like dairying , is most important in 
the reg ions of diversified farming . Poultry raising in 
Gray County is nearly always a secondary enterprise con-
ducted in conjunction with diversified wheat farming . 
The followi ng fig u res show the averag e value of 
poultry and egg s sold f or representative five - year periods. 
Averag e Value of Poultry and Egg s Sold 
1903-07 191G-16 1926-30 1932-36 
$8,395 $ ~0 , 317 $ 90 ,5G0 $45,932 
Poultry was rap idly becoming more p opular during t h e 
1926-30 period, and right ly so, cons idering the climate 
and the p lentiful supply of sorg hum g rain which was avail-
able and is generally recognized as among the b est poultry 
feeds produced anywhere. During drought years the feed 
crops are curtailed and profi tab le pou ltry product ion c an 
seldom be carried on. 
When normal years occur and a considerable amount of 
s orghum g rain is ag ain p roduced , poultry raising should 
make some rap id strides and t h e r esult wil l be added 
economic stab ility for the farmer. 
Swine 
Fig . 5 shows that the number of swine in Gray County 
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hog s on farms has been considerably more than in the 
past. This upward trend in hog s was a ccompanied b y a 
like trend in t h e corn and sorghum acreag e. 
The low g rain pr:i:ces ,of ·1931 and the crop failures 
since that date have awakened the western Wheat Belt 
farmer to the realization that _hog s c an serve an i mport-
ant p l a ce in a g eneral far m prog ram. On March 1, 1932 
there were more than 5,000 hog s in Gray County. Thi s 
was an all-time record and was exce eded again in 1933 . 
The extreme feed shortag e of the later drought years 
has neces s itated a sharp redu ction in s wine. 
The possib ility that Sudan grass will b e sown in 
considerable acreag es to rep l a ce native pastures may be 
a factor in increased hog raising . There are g ood rea-
sons to believe that hog s may b e cheap ly producea on 
Sudan g rass and the forward-looking , prog ressive farmer 
may do well to consider t hese p os sibilit ies . 
CHAPTER V 
Other Indus tr ies 
Mineral Resources 
Geolog ic condi tions have c onc entrated the g reater 
part of the minerals in Kans as in t h e e as tern part of the 
state. It is only i n recent y ears with the discovery of 
major oil and g as dep osits i n western Kans a s t hat att en-
tion has been directed to t he p ossib ility of important 
mi n eral resources to be f ound in Gray County and adjoin-
ing territory. 
Gas wells were brough t in i n Seward and Stevens 
Counties in sou thwestern Kansas in 19 22 and 19 84 . Also 
the western outpost of oil production in Kansas was ag ain 
push ed westward with the discovery of oil in southern 
Scott Count y in January , 193 5 . 
No deep tes ts for oil or g as have been drilled as yet 
in Gray County.1 It lies midway between the Morr ison oil 
and g as field of Clark Cou n t y and t he Shallow ~ ab e r oil 
1. Landss , Kenneth K., Mi nera l Res ourc e s of Kansas Count ie s , 
p . 39. 
field of Scott County. The eastern edg e of the Hu g oton 
Gas Field in sout~1estern Kansas has not yet been out-
lined by dry ·holes. At the p resent time the nearest g as 
well i s in southwestern Haskell County, ab out 18 miles 
from the southwestern corner of Gray County. 
That oil men are i mpressed b y the g eolog ic structures 
in Gray County is attested to b y the fact that in 1935 
oil royalties p aid Gray County land owners totaled 
approximately $20 , 000 . Late in 1936, a block of 10 , 000 
acres was being assembled s outheast of Montezuma by some 
Tulsa oil men, with an a s surance of drilling operations 
within the next few months . 2 It wa s also rumored that 
northwest of Cimarr on several miles a test well will be 
put down some time in 1937. The n orth part of Gray County 
has been thoro~ghly core drilled within the past few years 
and the leases are being kept u p on a g ood part of the 
a creag e. 
In the event that oil and g as is ever discovered in 
larg e commercial quantities in Gray County the economic 
development would naturally b e accelerated for a numb er of 
years. The discovery of oil and g as results in the influx 
of a larg e numb er of p eop le who f ind their occup at ions in 
the fields, such as surveyors , dril l ers , g eolog i sts , con-
tractors, lease scouts, machinists , roustab outs, and the 
2. The Jacksonian , Dec . 23 , 1936. 
like. Such activities a s oil well supply houses, f oundries, 
and mach ine shop s that service the oil well op era tions , are 
directly dep endent on the industry and loca te near p roduc-
ing fields. 
Stone, Sand, and Gravel 
With the excep tion of the a llu vium of t h e Ar kans as 
River, which crosses northern Gr a y County from we s t to 
east, and a belt of s and dunes south of t he riv er, practic -
al l y all of Gray.Coun t y is cove r ed with r ocks of Ter t i ary 
Ag e, buried at an averag e d ep t h of one hundred feet . A 
small amount of stone was quarried fr om the Tertiary fr om 
the b luff s on the north bank of the Ar kans as during 1935 
and used as rubble. 
A s eries of sand and gravel d e p osits o ccur along the 
Arkansas River in north central Gr ay County . Additional 
dep osits are found to t he n ortheas t where l ocal stre ams 
have reworked the Tertiary sed i ments. 3 
Other Mi n erals 
The Kansas salt dep osits underlie s everal thousand 
3. Landes, Kenneth K., Mineral Resou rces of Kansas Countie s , 
p. 39. 
square miles in the central and southwestern p ortions of 
the state4 including , as far as is known, all of Gray 
County. Some of the beds are more than 300 feet in 
thickness. These dep osits are deeply buried in s outhwestern 
Kansas and market demands do not warrant the p red iction 
that this salt will ever b e utilized. 
From time t o time there h a s been some conjecture as 
to whether valuable minerals mi ght b e deposited in the 
bluffs and sands along the Arkansas River . The Census of 
1895 listed one person as b eing eng ag ed in mining . 
F or a number of years in the early 'twenties an old 
miner tunnelled into some of the b l uff s ab out one and one-
h.alf miles west of the town of Ingal l s on the Ar k ansas 
River. There were indications in the rock s of copper and 
s ome other metals but 'Old Sara ', as t h e miner wa s known 
throughout that territory, was generally cons i dered a s 
being somewhat unb al anced mentally and n o further atten tion 
has b een given to the possibility of p recious metals there . 
Manufacturing 
Kansas is primarily an ag ricultural stat e , and manu-
facturing has so far contributed only a small part to its 
4. southwestern Bell Telephone Co., Economic Survey of 
Kansas, p. 105. 
economic development. The chief manufactures develop ed 
in Kansas have b een those that process raw materials, 
(such as flour-milling , meat-packing , cement milling , and 
zinc smelting) and industries of the p opu lat ion-serving 
typ e. 
Of the industries of the major typ e, those that 
process raw materials, few are f ound in western Kansas and 
n one at all in Gray County . Those industries that are 
p opulation-serving are found in almost every size ab le 
population center. This c lass includes bakeries, laundries, 
ice p lants, and the g reat number of p rinting establishments . 
Gray County's ag ricultural resource s help f urnish raw 
materials for industries b oth within a nd ou tsid e of Kansas. 
Livestock p rodu cts are sold to the meat packers, hard win-
ter wheat to the flour millers, and dairy p roducts f or the 
p roduction of manufactured dai r y p rodu cts such a s butter , 
cheese, condensed milk, and ice cream . Mainly because of 
the lack of fuel and p ower, and nearby ma rket s , none of 
the manufac t uring indu s tries of any consequenc e are now 
found within the count y . 
The loca l markets in Gray County are supplied with 
manufactured p roducts shipped in from outside the county 
b y retailers almost entirely. Even the products of 
population-serving industries such as bakerie s , laundries, 
and ice plants are sup plied by distributors from Dodg e 
City, Garden Ci ty, and Lib eral, wh ich are all strateg ic-
ally located on connecting hig h way s wi th the mar k ets in 
Gray County. 
F lour milling, which is t he second ranking industry 
in Kans a s, once wa s wide l y distributed in Kansas--mil l s 
being loc a ted in almost every sizeab le town . Two small 
flour mills were op erated f or a f ew years at Ing a lls, in 
Gray County. A f ire in 1888 destroyed t he mill s and also 
a cheese f actory and a numb er of the oth er build i ng s in 
the business b lock. Because of the low leve l of ag ri -
cultural activity at this time n o need was f elt f or these 
industries and the factories, as well a s the business 
estab lishments, wer e never rebuil t . The mi l l a t Cimar r on 
was discont inued shortly after 1900 . 5 
At the present time t here are only t wo f lour mil l s in 
s outhwestern Kans as , one at Lib e ral and one at Dodg e City . 6 
Inasmuch as t h e indus t ry is lab oring und er an over - bu ilt 
condition at p re sent , it is n o t lik ely that any mills will 
be built in the smaller centers . 
5. The Jacksonian, Feb . 24, 1901. 
6 . southwestern Bell Telephone Company , Econ omic Survey 
of Kansas, p. 86. 
Other Manufacturing Industrie s 
According to the 1930 U. s . Census , the p rinting 
and pub lishing industries employed eight wag e earners in 
Gray County. These were engag ed i n p rinting the weekly 
newsp apers at Cimarron , Copeland , and Montezuma . Print-
ing is preeminently a population f ollowi ng activity and 
is imp ortant where a concentration of people and industry 
p rovide a ma rket for its products or services . Since 
the population of Gray County is relatively small and al-
most entirely rural no increase i n printing establishments 
or in number of employees c a n be looked for . Early in 
19 37 the Cop eland Chro nicle was consolid ated with the 
Jacksonian at Cimarr on , thus reducing the numb er of news-
papers in the county to only two . F ifty years ag o , dur-
ing the first settlement of t he county, t here were three 
newspap ers at Ci marro n , t wo at I ngalls, and one each at 
Ensig n and Montezuma. By 1898 only the news paper at 
Cimarron remained . The Monte zuma Chief was reestab lished 
in 1912 along with the now defunct Copeland Chronicl~ . 
The manuf a c ture of bread and other b akery p roducts 
is an i mportant p opu lation serving industry in Kansas . 
This industry is carried on in almost every town of any 
size in the state. However, most of the Gray County mar-
ket is supplied daily by trucks from the nearb y l a r g er 
centers which have larg e b akeries tha t sell their pro-
ducts on a wholesale basis. A small b akery at Cimarr on 
has operated since 1989 . 7 
At present p r a c t ica lly all of the manufactured 
g oods consumed in Gray County are imported. from with-
out, and as ag ricu lture will und oub tedl y remain the 
only s izeable indus t ry, this condition will probably 
continue to preva il. 
~. Harris , Jack, City Clerk, Cimarron, Kansa s , Interview. 
CHAPTER VI 
Socia l Dev e lopment 
The social d e v elopment a tt a i n ed by any des i gnated 
g roup of p e op l e more t han a n y other a cc omp l ishments , 
signifies their relative e c on omic status . Social in-
sti t utions b e come more numerous a s we l l as more serv i c e -
abl e to the g eneral welf a r e as long a s a surplus of 
mater i al wealth is a vailable _over and ab ov e t h e exp end-
iture s f or maintaining the f' amily i n its i nnnediat e h ome 
environment. 
In a n y c ounty the majority of t h e s ocia l inst itutions 
mainta i n ed by the peop l e thereof a re l ocated in the towns 
or trad ing c ent e rs. I n the towns and v i l lag e s are f ound 
the bus i ne ss e s t ab li shment s whi ch are p opul at ion serving . 
The l a r g er sch ool s a nd chur ches are u suall y loca t ed the re . 
Entertainme nt and rec.re a tion p l a c e s a.r e maint ained . And 
the a f fairs of t h e count y are d ire c t ed f rom the county 
off ices in the coun ty s e a t town . The g rowth and deve lop-
ment of commerci a l and s e rvice facil it ies of t he towns 
within a c ounty ref l e c t the deg ree of success or f ailure 
of the economic a ct i v i t ·y of the cou n ty as a whole . 
The count y g ov e r nment i s housed in the court house , 
which, in ma n y of the wester n Kansas counties where new 
ones have been bui l t , is a source of gr e a t local p ride . 
Here the citizens of the c ount y trs.nsac t their offici a l 
bus i n ess, t he county off i cials are a t their service, and 
it is the p lac e of county wi d e mee t ings of farmers and 
other g rou ps whe r e p l ans a r e f ormulated which add to the 
social wealth of the county . 
The town g overnments also a t ta i n an i mportant p l a ce 
in their contrib u t ions to t h e s ocia l well-being of their 
cons t ituents and of the p opulation of t he ir entire trad-
ing territory. City lights, wa t er s y s t ems, streets , par ks , 
swirmning p ools, lib rarie s , and othe municip ally sp onsored 
p rojects which are beneficial to all concerned a re main-
t a ined by the incorpora t ed t owns. 
The schools, churches , road s and hig h wa ys , railroads, 
telephones, teleg raph, other public utilities, and t h e 
public service institutions prev iously mentioned are the 
substance of the s ocial heritag e of the p eople of Gray 
County. 
Earl y Social Development 
Earl y c ommercial enterprises contribut i ng to the 
social development of the territory now Gr ay County be-
gan s oon af t er the g overnment mail service wa s begun 
over t he anta Fe Trail route . As early as 1867 , a nd 
p o ssib l y b efore, the g over nment had ten men and a ser-
g e ant s t at ioned at the Cimarron Ranch on escor t duty with 
the United States mail. 1 The Cimarron Ranch was located 
on t he Arkansas River a pproximately half way betwe en the 
p re sent towns of Cimarron and Ing alls . 
I n 1867 there was at the Cimarr on Crossing , the site 
of the p resent t own of Ing alls , a well- equip p ed stag e 
s t ation , ~ consis t ing of adobe hous sand a larg e corral 
i n which s tag e coaches or train s could f i nd shelter in 
c a se of an at t ack b y I ndians . At the nort heast and south-
west corne r s were larg e towers p rovided with portholes. 
The stat ion was owned by the Overland Stag e Comp any which 
car r ied the transcontinental mail . 
I n October , 1868 the building of the Atchi son, Topeka , 
and Sa.nta Fe Railroad was b egun at Topek a and comp leted 
to Dodg e City on August 1 2 , 1872 . 3 By Decemb er 23 of the 
1~ Hi storical Collections {Kans a s) , Vol . 7, p . 55- 6 2 . 
2 I b i d ., Vo l. 16 , p . 336 . 
3 . Andrea s , A. T ., History of Ka n sa s , Vol . 2, p . 244 . 
same year, the road, fol lowing for much of the distance, 
the Santa Fe Trail along the Valley of the Arkansas , had 
been built to the western State line. 
The first commercial activi ty as a result of the com-
pletion of the railroad was t he slaughter of the buffalo 
and the shipment of hides to the East . Then came the 
catt le industry. The emig ration of farmers wes tward also 
set in strongly during the construction of the railroad . 
The Governn1ent Land Grant made to t h e railroad comp any 
comprised very nearly three million acres . In what is now 
Gray Count y the g ran_t cov ered alternate sections ten miles 
in width on b o t h side s of the road. 
In Gray County the railroad rece ived 164,032 a cres 
wh ich was surveyed and sold to the settlers between 1884 
and 188 6. Short ly after the completion of the r ailroad in 
1872 , however, ship ping stations were established in Gray 
County. Daily mail and teleg raph services as well as 
other advantag es of o l d e r settled cormnunit ies v ere at once 
available to the sett_lers as a result of the compl etion of 
the- railroad and associated enterp rise s . 
Towns and Villag es 
At the time of the p ermanent org anization of Gray 
County on July 20 , 1887, there were only four towns of any 
consequence within the county . These were Cimarron, In-
galls, Ensign, . and Montezuma. Cimarr on wa s a sizeab le 
town with a p opulat ion in the neig hb orhood of e i ght hun-
dred; Ingalls had a p opulation of about three hundred; 
and Ensign and Montezuma were much smaller. Ensig n and 
Montezuma were abandoned when the railroad was taken up 
in 1895 but were revived along with t he new town of Cope-
land when the Atchisop, Topeka, and Santa Fe bu ilt its 
branch throug h the south p art of the county . 
According to the U. S . Census of 1930 there were f ive 
incorp orated towns in Gr ay County. These and their re-
s p ective p opulations were as f ollows : Cimarron , 10 35 ; 
Copeland, 4 2 3; Ensig n, 244; Ing alls, 2 73; and Montezuma, 
4~4. Other shipping points were Ch leston on t he main 
line of the Santa Fe and Hagg ard on the b ranch line b e-
tween Ensig n and Mont ezuma . 
Following is a discussion of the development of the 
several towns and the social institutions of each . 
Gimarron 
Cimarron, the county seat of Gray County and the old-
est town in the county, has a leading p lace in the annals 
of southwestern Kansas. In Gray County it has always been 
t he most i mportant trading c enter. 
In the spring of 1 8 77 the Santa Fe Railro ad built 
a section hou se at the present site of t he c ity . Mr . 
Georg e Andrew Day was t h e f ir s t settler, 4 having been sent 
t here as a sec t ion b o ss . A small vill age soon grew up 
around the section hous e and Mr . Day was app ointed t em-
pora r y postmaster on April 3 , 1878 when the g overnment 
post offic e of Ci:rna.rron was off ici a.11y est ablished . 
L. E . McGar ry , a y oung man of t wenty- sev en, and a 
g raduate of Northwestern University , c ame to Cimarron in 
March, 1878. McGarry be came one of the l ead ers in t h e 
early development of t he territory. He was appointed 
postmaster of the Cimarr on p o st office and wi th a Mr . Shoup 
was in the real estate firm which h ad 200 , 00 0 a c res of 
land belong ing to the Atchison, Topeka , and Sant a F e 
Railroad f or s a le. In 1878 , according to McGarry , there 
were only about t wenty set t lers in the county. The f irst 
store had been op ened May 20, 1878 . The fi r st g overnment 
5 c la im was taken February 1 3 , 1878 . 
According to the Nov. 1, 1879 edition of the New We st , 
t wo hotels were operating i n Cimarron , t he Cimarron House 
and the Illinois House. There was a lso a drug store, a 
store handling hardware and grocerie s , t wo livery stab les, 
a real estate off ice, a b l acksmith shop , t wo coal and lum-
4~ Egbert, J. H., Cimarron, Kansas , May , 1937, I nterview. 
5 . Andrea s, A. T., History of Kansas , Vol. 1, p. 1616 . 
b er yards, t v1 0 saloons, an attorney, and the week ly news-
paper, New West. 
In May, 1 881, when the A. T . & s . F . Railroad com-
menced the appra i sement of its land on the nor t h side of 
the river, t he merchants of Cimarron were jub ilant s ince 
they could now look for a larg e increase in p opul a t i on 
s ince these l ands were being p laced on the mar k et .
6 
And 
it is no wonder t hat t he me rch ants of Cimarron were f ull 
of op timism for they had a vast t e r r itory in s ou t hwest 
Kans a s, it b eing fifty- four mi l e s to t h e Ok lah oma line a nd 
ninety miles nor t h to t h e Union Pac i fi c Rail r o ad . Dod g e 
City , nineteen mil e s east of Cimarr on, was the onl y maj or 
trading p oint in wouthwestern Kans as and P iercevil l e, 
t ½enty mi les awa y , wa s the f ir s t p o i n t t o t h e west . 
The westward stream of settl e r s f ir s t h it eastern 
Gray Count y i n 1 884 and 188 and engul f ed t he ent i re c ount y 
in 188 6 . Accord ing to t h e Top eka Commonw e a l th of Oc t ober 6 , 
188 5, the town of Cimarron h a d g rown in four months fr om 
a s t a t ion on t h e Sa n ta F e to a c ity of imp ortanc e . 7 
Twenty-five b u s i n e s s h ou ses had be en er e c ted . There was a 
free b rid g e acros s t h e Ark ans as River a nd a g ood natural 
h i ghway t h roug h the s a ndh ills . The t mrn was i n corp orated 
6 . The New West , May 21, 1881. 
7. Jacksonian, ·Mr s . C . B . Er s kine , Nov . 1 4 , 1 931 . 
late in 1885 or early the following year . 
On July 20 , 188 7 Gray Count y was p roc la i med organized 
and Cimarron was named t he temp orary county seat . The re-
g is tration on loca t ion o~ county s eat on April 1 2 resulted 
as f ollows: Cimarron, 746; I ng alls , 102 ; and Montezuma, 
596. The elec tion for permanent county seat was called 
for October 31, 1 887. 
Cimar ron , which was a well-establ ished city long be-
fore the o ther towns were started , f elt that she was the 
logic a l c ounty seat of the new county . She b oasted a 
two-s tory sch ool hou s e , a two-story depot, t wo newspapers , 
t wo b a nks , a drug store and about t venty merchantile 
estab lishments . 8 
The t wo newspap ers did a g ood j ob of publicizing 
Cimarron to the outside wor l d letting it in on the secret 
tha t Cimarron was the log ical p lace to establish a sec ond 
Kansas Ci t y. 9 Said t he Jacksonian of Cimarron, " Its 
crowning day will be the securing of the c apit a l of Gray 
County. ti 
Cimarron, howeve r , met with unexpected opposition in 
the c ounty seat election . Asa T . Soul e, of Rochest e r , New 
York , a millionaire manufacturer , had established t h e town 
8 ~ Bl ackmar , Frank V ., Kansas , Vol . 1, p . 78~ . 
9. Saturday Evening Post , Elmer T . Peterson, p . 45 . 
of I ngal ls six miles u p the river from Cimarron . S oule 
was conte!llp lating a numb er of p romotional schemes c enter-
ing aroung his town of I ngalls and one of these was to 
secure the colt_nty seat f or i t , t hus as suring r a p id g rowth 
f or his town and hig h p ric e s for his town lots . 
For their pled g e to vote f-or Ing-alls as county seat , 
Soule promised to g ive Montezuma and its neighbor , Ensig n , 
a railroad outrig ht . And he p lanned to cl e ave t he Cimarr on 
al l eg iance by running a ninety mile irrig ation canal fr om 
it s intake at Ing a lls, through the town of Cimarron , h old -
ing out the bait of wate r rig hts to t h irsty far mers along 
10 
the way . 1rhere would be no t a xes for Ing al l s . He g ave 
Dodge City a bank and a colleg e , for valuable he l p could 
b e secured there . 
Montezuma withdrew from the c ounty seat race and it 
was s a id that farmers in the adj oining county of F ord in-
v aded Gray County and voted for Ing a lls out of g r at itude 
f or Sou l e Colleg e at Dodg e Ci t y . 11 The Soule conting ent , 
including the Gilbert brothers , and a number of Dodg e City 
toughs--supposea ly including Bat Mas terson, Bill Tilghman, 
Eat-'em- Up Jake and Ben Daniels, held forth in t he Mer-
chants' Hotel at Cimarron during the elec t ion . 
10. 
11. 
Sat. Eve. Post, June 4 , 1927 , Vol . 199 , p . 47 . 
I b id., p. 47. 
When the v ot e s were c ounted , b o th towns cla i med to 
have won . The r esult of the vote d epended upon the vote 
1 2 
c a st by the Cimarron and Ingal l s pre c inc ts . Both sides 
claimed t hat t he v ote of the o ther precinct was fraudulen~ . 
It was c lai med that the e l e c tion b oard had waited at 
Cimarr on until t he results of the election at I ngalls h ad 
b een a nnounced and then had stuffed the b allo t box with 
enough vot e s to s wi ng the e l e c tion for Cimarron . 
Wh en t h e c ase came b ef ore the Kansas Supreme Court, 
mor e t han 3 , 000 pag es of testimony ree k i ng with fraud wer e 
p r esent ect . 1 3 I n the dec i sion of t h e c e. s e , J udg e Hor t on , 
i n a di s senting op ini on , held f or Cimarron and Judg es 
Johns t on and Val ent i ne decided f o r I ng a l ls . A few years 
ag o J udg e Joh ns ton told a Gray County n e wsp aper editor , 
11 J u dg e Va lent ine and I decided t hat there was a little more 
fraud committed b y t he Ci mar r on side t h an by the I ngalls 
side . " 
In the early s pring of 1888 t h e county records were 
at I ngalls , 14 a s J udg e Strang had is sued a mandamus order-
ing t he chang e mad e . On March 14 , t he Su preme Court issued 
a n al t ernat i ve wr it of mandamus g iving t he c ount y of f ic e s 
to Cimarr on. The locat ion of t h e county seat seemed to d e-
1 2 . 
13. 
14. 
Sat. Eve. Post , June 4 , 19~7 , Vol . 199 , p . 21 3 . 
Kansas Re port s, Vo l . 142 . 
Sat. Ev e . Post , June 4 , 1 9 G7 , Vol . 1 99 , p . 21 3 . 
pend up on the symp athies of the several county officers, 
and at times it seemed as i f there were t wo c ounty seats . 
On November 8 and 9, 1~99 , an election had been hel d and 
both towns claimed to have elected t heir res p ective tick e ts. 
The Supreme Court held that N. F . ~a t son, an I ngalls man , 
was elected county cl erk a nd J . H. Reynolds , of I ng a lls, 
sheri ff . I ngalls p artisa ns we re convinced t hat the Cim-
arron partis a ns intended to h old the county clerk ' s re -
cords reg ardless of the election of Watson . 
Ab out noon January 1 2 , 18 8 9 , occurred the h is t oric 
battle on the streets of Cimarron . 15 J . H. Reynolds, the 
sherif f-elect, had deputized a nurab er of men including 
some of the farnous Dodge City character s , for the amiable 
errand of r emoving the county archi e s to I ng alls. Just 
a s the Ing a ll s conting ent was loading up the la s t of the 
county books the g ood citi zens of Oi marron beg an fi r ing on 
them . In a f ew minutes ch a r g es of buck- shot and rifle and 
revolver bullets were s p atting against the store f ronts. 
A man named J . W. English , an inoffensive Cimarron citizen, 
was shot s quarely in the forehead and d ied instantly . 
Happy Jack and Ed . Fairhurst , both Cimarron men , were 
wounded severely. Brooks and Brown of Dodge City, and 
15. Sat. Eve. P·ost , June 4, 1927 , Vol. 199, p . Gl7 . 
Bolds and Reichelderfer, of Ingalls, received serious in-
juries. 
An appeal to the Supreme Court wa s pending even while 
this b loody f i g ht was g oing on. The p ositions of the three 
justices were the same in ruling u p on the motion f or a re -
hearing as u pon the main i ssue . The c ounty seat rema ined 
a t Ing alls. Ing alls did not, h owever, profit much fr om 
her hard-won victory. Asa T. Soule died a year after t h e 
Cimarr on-Ingalls fi ght . A period of har d times c ame and 
the peop le b ecame discourag ed . Soule 1 s irr i gation ditch 
did not work satisfactorily . The sugar factory was n ever 
start ed . I ngalls d windled to half a d ozen h ouses . 
The p eop le of Cimarr on, howeve r , h ad built u p an 
amaz i ng loyalty and hardihood. Some t wo hundred people 
s t ayed on throug h the hard times and drought, when many 
western Kansas towns were comp l et ely dep opulated . In the 
'nineties Cimarron was noted as b e i ng t he fightingest 
t own in western Kansas . 16 Even Dodg e City had to look to 
its laurels. 
The county corrnnis s ioners had called an elect ion f or 
February 13, 1893 ; which re sulted in a vote of 304 to 2b9 
in favor of Cimarron. The county records were transferred 
16. Sat. Eve. Post, June 4, 1927, Vol. 199, p. 216. 
in an orderly way to Cimarron on February 19, although 
t he Sup reme Court verd ict in favor of Ing alls remained 
in eff ect. In 1928 t he new Gr ay County courthouse was 
built at Cimarr on. The levy wa s made and no opposi tion 
a ppeared. 
In 1900 g eneral business conditions in Cimarron 
were at a low ebb as is evidenceQ by ,a lack of advertis-
ing in the local newspap er. 17 Among the business estab-
lishments having s p ace in the p a p er was the Cimarron 
State Bank, a reorganization of the privately owned Cim-
arron Bank, which was cap i t alized at $15 , 000 and was the 
only bank in the c ounty . The Cimarron Roller Mills ad-
vertised a hig h g rade flour. 
In 1902 the p opul a tion of Cimarron was only 21 2 ; it 
was 228 in 1904; 4 23 in 1906 ; and b y 1 91 0 there were 587 
inhab itants. In 1910 Cimarron was the only t own of any 
size in the county. Some of t he most i mportant estab lish-
ments were18 the p ost off ice , express and teleg raph off ice, 
t wo banks , the news p a p er, telephone e x change , a hotel , four 
churches, the g rade and h i gh school , and the Farmers ' 
Cooperative Union Elevator. 
17. 
18. 
From 1910 until 1932 Cimarron exp erienced a continuous 
The J a cksonian, June 22 , 1900, Vol . 55 . 
Kansas, Vol. 1, p . 349 . 
g rowth and development. The p opulation in 1930 reached 
1,005. 
The most outstanding i mprovements c ame during and 
since the boom days of t~e late 'twenties. A modern sewer 
system was installed in 19 28 at a cost of $ 31,00o. 19 
The Cimarron school bui lding was compl et ed as a PWA p ro-
ject in 1933 at a cost of $1 30 , 000 . In 1932 ten b locks 
were paved on U. s . Hi g hway 50 South t h rough Cimarron from 
east to west. In 1936 f our b locks of g u t ter pav ement was 
completed on Main Street b y t h e f ederal , state , and city 
g overnments as a PWA p ro j ect a t a to tal cost of $53 , 000 . 
The cost to the cit y was $ 8 , 500 . 
20 The Farmer s ' Elevator , with 110,000 bushels storag e 
cap acity, wa s built at a cost of $ 7, 000 i n 1930 . The 
entire construction cost was p aid fr om accumulated surplus . 
The comp a ny , with some one hundred fifty farmer s as stock -
holders was first org ani z ed in 191 5 . 
The Ci mar ron Farmers' Co operative Oil Company, which 
was org anized in May, 1930 , had 1 65 members and $1 0 , 0 00 
Capital Stock, 21 and d i d ~~ 40 , 000 busines s in 1 936 . It 
p aid eight p er cent divid end on the 71 per c ent stockholder 
business. In add i tion to this comp any t h ere were two ser-
vice stations in Cimarron in 1937, eleven filling stations, 
19. City Clerk, Cimarr on, Kansas , Interview. 
~O. Egbert, J . H., Gi mar .eon, Kansas, Interview . 
21. Manag er of Ci marron F' armers I Coop . Oil Co., Interview. 
and ten trucks available f or serving cus t omers in t h e 
trad ing terri t ory . 
The Cimarr on Wa t e r Works Sys tem was built in 188722 
and abandoned unt i l 1912 . The s ame plant h a s b een im-
proved from time to t ime and is n ow worth ~~100 , 000. I n 
1937 there were ab ou t 350 customers t o whom water i s 
supplied a t t h e ver y chea p r ate of t en c ents p e r thous -
and cub ic f eet in t h e summer time . Alth ough shal low water 
is available in unl i mit ed quant i ties , the water f or t he 
city s ys tem is pump ed fr om wel ls mor e t han 200 feet deep . 
By ac tual t est by t h e Sta t e Dep a r tme n t of Health , the 
Cimarr on city ¼ater wa s found t o rank s econd in purity in 
t e sts covering ci t i es in the s t ate . The municipal swim-
ming p ool, which wa s con s t r uct ed mor e than a score of 
y e a rs ag o, and i s fr e e t o the publ ic·, i s regularly supplied 
f rom t he city water. 
The comp l e t i on of p i pe l ines of the Argus P i p e Line 
Comp any , from the Hug oton Gas F i e l d in southwes t e rn Kansas , 
in 1929 made natural g a s a vailable t o t h e residents of the 
city of Ci mar r on . The p rop er t ie s of t h e p ipe line have 
al s o add ed materiall y t o t h e pub l i c service p r operty valua-
tion of the c oun ty . The p i p e line comp any is the second 
22 . Harris., Jack , Ci t y Cl erk_, Cimarron , Kansas , I nter-
view. 
larg est tax payer in the county , being exceeded only b y 
the railroad company . 23 
A ·noteworthy building in Cimarr on is the Methodist 
Church, which was comp leted in 1930. It is a h andsome 
brick edifice of which the f ifty - year old church org an-
ization may be justly p roud. 
The drought years and low prices duri~g the depression 
have been a severe handica p to the progress of the city. 
The population had declined to around 913 in 1936. The 
city property a s sessment in 1936 wa s p laced at $ 6 25 , 220, 
of which $83,089, or 13 per cent , was pub lic service pro-
perty. 24 
The Chamb er of Commerce, which is an outg rowth of 
the old Commercial Club which was o g anized in the early 
days, and the weekly newspaper , The J acks on ian, n ow more 
than fifty years o l d , have been instrumental in an active 
promotion of the best interes t s of the city . 
Ing alls 
The town of I ngalls has such a remarkable history 
that the present is almost insignificant in comp ar ison. 
23. County Treasurer, Gray County, Interview. 
24. State Board of Agrtculture, Biennial Reports. 
The famous Cimarron Crossing on the old Santa Fe 
Trail was at Ing alls and old timers have p ointed out the 
exact p lace, 25where they h a ve seen many of the caravans 
cross the Ark ansas River . When the transcontinental 
mail service was established t h e Overland Stag e Comp any 
maintained a station there. 
In 1883 ., J. W. and G. G. Gilbert.26of Dodg e City ., and 
formerly of Rochester , New York , interested Asa T . Soule 
their old fel l ow citizen in a land and irrig ation scheme 
which they were p romoting . Soule had become wealthy in 
the manufacture of a patent med icine known as "Hop Bitters, flll 
and was reputed ly worth fr om $8 , 000 , 000 to $1 0 , 0 00 , 000 27 
when he b ecame interested in the irrig a tion scheme in 1883. 
The Eureka Irrig ating Canal Com any wa s i n corporat ed 
in 1883 and for the source of a water suppl y f or the p ro-
posed c anal ., Soule p icked a location six miles u p t he Ar-
kansas River from Cimarron. 28 To d ivert the wat er int o 
the canal a wing dam of tiles was built i nt o the rive r., ex-
tending up stream 2 , 000 fe e t, at a cost of ab out $ 30, 000 . 
The c anal at its sourc e wa s 48 feet wide and 6 f eet deep , 
g r a dually decreasing to a width of 45 f e e t and a dep th of 5 
f eet, with a fall of about 2 feet t o the mile . Its to t al 
25. Jacksonian, Mrs . c . B . Erskine, Nov. 1 4 , 1931. 
26. Sat. Eve. Post, June 4, 1927 , Vol. 199, p . 45 . 
~7. Kansas Reports , Vol . 4 2 . 
28 . Kansas Historical Collection, Vol. 10 , P· 464 . 
length was 96 miles, and it wa s built a long t he top of a 
ridg e north of .the rive r a nd the A. T . & S . F . Railr oad 
track. 
The comp any issued $1,00 0, 000 i n stock and Sou l e took 
it all, f urni shing t he mone y t ·or t h e construction of the 
ditch, which cost approxima t ely $250 , 000 . He b ond ed it 
f or a million and sold t h e bonds in Lond on at p ar. I t was 
claimed that the only t ime t h e ditch was f ull of wa t e r was 
while he wa s work i ng of f this deal. 
It is said that when Soule loca t ed t h e i ntake of hi s 
d itch , h e decided h e ought t o have a town there , s o i n 1884 
he laid out one, p l anned it f or the c ount y sea t, and named 
it Ing alls in honor of the well - known Kansas senator - au thor. 
As a matter of f act, the p o s t off ic e ther e had fir s t been 
called Soule, f or A. T . Soule , but was s oon chang ed t o 
coni' orm t o the n ame of t he r a i lway st a tion . 29 
The city plot was p l anned b y Sou le and Ed krtt and wa s 
divided into 7 88 lots. 30 The y erec t ed a t wo-s t ory h otel , 
a store, a ba n k build i ng and an of f ic e . A Union Church was 
also built by Soule • . 
Soule made e v e r y p o s sible eff or t t o b ring I ng a l l s' 
b id f or county s e at to a su cces sful c onclu s ion . He stated 
29. Kans as Historica l Collec t ion , Vo l . 1 0 , p . 464 . 
30. Barton, D. W., tt.1Doc fl , I ng a lls, Kansas, I nterv iew . 
that he would spend $100 ,000 on pub lic i mp r ovements . 31 
He talked of a p ro j ect to e s t ab l ish a s~g a r factor y there , 
and also announced t h e purcha s e of machinery and t he 
selection of an exp e r t on b or i ng we l l s f or a r tes i an 
water, f or coal, a nd f or g a s . The c ity of I ng a lls wa s to 
b e tax free . 
In the Octob e r elec tion of 1887 f or c ount y s eat , 
Soule wa s ch a r g ed with hav i ng s pent a b out $ 30 , 00 0 . The 
outcome was d ispu ted by b oth s i d e s . On Nov emb er ~3 , 1887 , 
the Sup reme Court h e l d that Ingal ls wa s the count y seat . 
The final de cis ion wa s hand ed d own on Oc t ob er 5 , 1889 , i n 
f avor of Ing a lls, and t he town r emained t h e county s eat 
until 1892 . 3 2 
During this p eriod Ing a lls had conside r ab l e busine ss 
deve lopment. In 18 90 b ond s were v o t ed for a larg e sug ar 
mill which wa s to cost $ 4 0 , 00 0 and h ave a cap ac i ty of 1 00 
tons per d ay . 33 A f l our mi l l co s t i ng ~~8 , 0 00 and a cheese 
f actory were built that y e a r. Two we ekl y n ews pap ers were 
published in Ing alls. 
The fa ilure of t he irr i g ation d i _t ch and the death of 
Soule in 1890 , t og e the r wi th t h e r epeated c rop fa ilu res 
31. Kansas Historica l Col l e ction , Vo l . 10 , p . 464 . 
32 . I b i d ., p . 4 64. 
33. Ing alls Uni on, ·Jan. 2 , 1 8 90 , Vol. 3 , No. 24 . 
soon cau sed a dep opu l ation of the town . Ing alls shrank 
to half a d ozen h ouses . An e l e c tion cal led in 18 93 
g ave the count y seat t o Cimarron . A fire destroyed most 
of t he busin es s district and the flour mil l s and cheese 
f ac t ory were t orn down and moved away . The weekly news -
pap er was di scontinued lat e in 1 894 . 
Ingalls continued to be a trading and shipp ing p oint 
f or a conside r ab l e area of the sparsely settled neighb or -
i ng far m t e r r i t ory . Among business establishments which 
survived t h e dep opulat ion of t h e town were a general store , 
a l umb e r yar d , and a b l acksmith shop . The post office and 
two r ural r outes were maintained . The Atchison , Topeka , 
a n d Santa F e Rai l road had an ag ent at t he sta.tion and a 
numbe r o f houses fo r Mexican section hand s . 
The deve l opment of the wheat industry and the build-
i ng of sch ool s and churches have been factors in the develop -
ment of I ngal ls as a trading c enter in recent years . In 
19 32 t he p opul ation reached 280 , but has declined to 211 
in 1 936. Th e real and p ersonal prop erty assessment totals 
$116,293 of whi ch $ 35 , 629 or 31 per cent was public ser vi c e 
property. 
Three g r ain elev a tor s with a comb ined cap acity of 
56, 00 0 bushels ar e l oc ated at Ing a l ls . The larg est one , 
with 30,00 0 bu she l s c apacity , was bui lt in 1931 . 34 Three 
34. Burns, Jo seph H., I ng a ll s , Kansas , I nterview . 
p rivate oil companies serve the neighboring farm terri -
tory by truck. The Far mers Oi l Comp any, which had been 
organized i n 1 92 7 , went b ankrupt during the drought . There 
a r e also a g r o c ery and dry g o od s store , a bank, telephone 
of f ice, a r estaurant, and a p oo l hall operat ing in I n -
g al l s at p re sent . 
The bs.nk a t I ngalls was estab lished in 190 4 and at 
p r esent has a larg e clientele throughout t he county and 
adjac ent areas . It is one of only three banks in the county , 
t hree o thers having clo s ed their d oors within recent y ears . 
I ng a l ls has been incorporated as a f ourth class city 
s i n c e 1 9 ~8 , but ha s no municipal p rojects of any conse-
quen ce. Achorn Park, south of the river bridg e , was g iven 
to t h e city a few years ag o . Th e ext ensive g roves of 
cot t onwoods make this a n ideal p lace for camp i ng , p icnic 
i ng , or out doo r g athering s . 
Th e ci ty has e lectr ic lights and p ower and is connect-
ed with t he Kansa s Power & Li ght Comp any's line . There 
were f i f t y- e i g h t users of elec tricity in 1937 . The town 
has no municip al water p l ant and the residents secure water 
from shallow well s which a re pumped b y hand or b y windmill 
p ower. 35 
35. Cessna, Bert, I ng al l s, Kansas , Interview. 
The churches at Ingalls are a strong factor in per-
petuating the town's p osition a s a cultura l ~nd trading 
center. The beautiful Cath olic Church, of Spanish Mis s ion 
style, was comp leted in 1931 a t a cost of $22 , ouo . 36 
This fine new building replac es an old wooden struc ture 
which had been built in 1907 . The membership of the 
church at Ingal l s is s everal hundred and is the only Roman 
Catholic Church in t he county. 
The Union Church , which had b een built and donated t o 
t he town in 1887 by Soule, served t h e communi ty until 19 27 . 
At t h is date t he chur ch was disb anded and t h e Me thodists 
and Baptists e ach built b a sement churches wi t h p lans to 
comp lete t he build i ng s when more pro sperity prevailed . To 
da t e neith er has found it exp ed ient Jo c omp lete its build-
ing . 
The schools a t Ingalls are a local sourc e of pride . 
School d istricts comprising 216 s quare miles and with an 
assessed valuation in excess of t wo and one-half million 
dollars are consolidated at Ing alls . The h i gh school , which 
houses the u pper six g rades , wa s bui l t i n 1918 at a cost of 
$ 45,00 0. The t wo g rade school building s are valued at 
a b out $1 5 ,000 . 37 There is no b onded indeb t .edness whatsoev e r 
36~ Burns, Joseph H., Ing alls, Kansas , Interview. 
37. Cessna, B .D., I ngalls, Kansas , Interview. 
on the schools since 1931. Seven districts h ave been 
consolidated since ·1920. Two more are of a more recent 
addition. At present nine school busses tra ns port more 
than 200 rural g rade and pig h school students to the 
schools at Ing a lls. 
U. S. Highway 50 Sou th skirts the north ern edg e of 
the town where it was routed about six years ag o . Former-
ly the highway passed directly through the town where t h e 
larg e Santa Fe Trail marker , s et up in 1 906 , attra ct ed 
considerab le attention . I t is g ene r a lly ag reed that t h e 
chang e in routing h a s hurt the town's trade . 
The social institutions now loc a t ed a t I ng a l ls and 
the hab its and trad itions cent ering q_b ou t t h em will 
probab ly c ons olid ate the present posi c ion of Ingal l s a s a 
trading and socia l center for many y e a rs to come , even 
thoug h it is quite near to larg e r town s . 
Montezuma 
Montezuma was laid out the l a tt er par t of June , 188 6 , 
by the Western Kansa s Town & Land Company of which T . T. 
Taylor of Hutch inson wa s pr e sident . The towns ite wa s 
l ocated a b out seventeen mi les sou t h and f ive mi l es west 
of Cimarron in the t h en un org aniz ed count y of Gr ay . 
The Montezuma Chief, the newsp aper s p onsored by the 
town company, in 1 887 hailed Mont e zuma as nThe Que en City 
of the Pra.iries. n38 The p romoters p roposed Richland 
County with Montezuma as the county seat . The t wo-s t ory 
hotels--the Hotel Montezuma and the Pioneer Hous e --were 
op erating there early in 1887 . A new bank building 24 by 
36 feet was about to b e completed and was to be oc cupied 
by a private banking firm . F our firms who handled real 
estate and loans were l ocated in Mont ezuma and advertised 
in the pap er a t this tbne . There were a lso t wo g r ocery 
sto r e s , a b l acksmith shop , a lumb e r yard , and the weekly 
newspaper . Th e p ost off ic e was locat ed on t he second f loor 
of a larg e 24 by 42 feet building , t he f irst floor of 
whi ch was occup ied by a hardware stor e . 
The town c ompany selected the name of the famous 
Aztec Indian for their town and a lso g ave t h e avenues In-
dian narnes. The town site was b eautifully platted , wi th 
the f our avenue s running at right a ng les from t he twelve 
c entra l blocks, and with four b oulevards on the limits . 39 
The streets which ran north and south were named f or the 
states. Everything wa s i n readine s s for a genuine b oom 
and in the s p ring of 1 887 the Western Kansas Town and Land 
38~ Montezuma Ch ief , January 7 , 1887 . 
39 . Kansas Historical Collection, Vol . 10, p. 467 . 
Company of Montezuma sent excursion ag ents eas t to p ilot 
40 . immig ration into south Gray and adjacent terr itory. 
In the vote on location of the temp orary county seat 
of Gray County in April , ~88 7, Montezuma had the united 
sup port of the south par t of the county. Cimarr on won 
the election with a p l urality of 1 50 vot es over Montezuma . 
In the 11 People's Conven t ion11 at Ingall s , h e ld about 
the middle of Se ptember , 1887 , Asa T . Sou l e, the I ngalls 
promoter, p romised a railroad to Montezuma if in return 
t hat town wou ld vote f or Ingal l s f or county seat . Monte-
zuma delivered t h e g ood s , and Soule built a railroad f rom 
4p. 
Dodg e City to Montezuma ,' c a lling it t he Dodg e City , 
Mont e zuma & Trinidad Railroad. Thi s road wa s to be leased 
and op erated as, a p art of the Chica.g@,, Rock I s l and and 
Pacific. 
As a result of t h e comp l e t ion of t he railroad , business 
and re s i dence l ots as well as land pric e s ro se . The Monte-
zuma Chief advert i sed widely in 1 887 that the railroad was 
to be extended t h e next year t o Gar den City as well a s west 
and sou thwest. Montezuma was advertised as the c oming 
h ealth r esort of the state . Th e mi neral waters fr om the 
ad jac ent s p r i ngs had curat ive qualit i es and heal th was 
40. 
41. 
The Daily Sentinel, Garden Ci ty , Kansa s , Ma r ch 1 6 , 1887 . 
Kansas Hi s t orical Collection, Vol . 10 , p . 464 . 
42 assured , s a i d the paper . Five thousand shade trees 
were reputed a s g rowing a l ong its avenues . Tut that 
year t h e p opul a t ion for the 11 Q.ueen City of the Prair ie s n 
was on l y 10 9 . 
The dry years c ame a nd, there e i ng no business, 
the Rock Isla nd c eased operating the railroad to Monte-
zuma. Two townshi ps throug h which the road ran had voted 
b ond s to t he amount of $ 70 , 0 00 t o the r oad, and naturally 
d i d not l ike this abandonment . Soule was dead, and t h ere 
was no on e to fal l b a c k u p on . The farme r s rag ed i n vain 
when the rails were taken u p and so l d to a Gou ld line in 
Texas . Then , to compensat e themselves, they decided to 
take a hand . By nigh t they carr ied off the tie s , the 
s t ations and the b ridges ; not even a stick of lumb e r was 
l eft ; no t h ing but the ra i lroa d g rade remains to te ll t h e 
43 
story . I n 1 89 5 the town site wa s v a cat ed, and t h e t own 
Mon t ezuma disappeared from the Gr a y County map f or a time . 
I n 1 91 0 a county p os t of f ice in Montezuma towns h i p , 
eig hteen miles s outh of Ci marron, was l isted by the g overn-
ment cens us. It had t ri-we ekly ma i l and a population of 
11.44 
42 . Montezuma Ch ief , June 1 2 , 188 7. 
43. Kansas Historical Collection, Vo l . 1 0 , p . 467 . 
44. Kansas, Frank w. Bl a ckmar, Vol. 2 , p . 300 . 
The A. T. & S . F . Railroad built its Colmar cut-off 
in 1912 and in May of that year laid out a new town two 
or three mil es n orth of the old town s ite, naming it Monte-
zuma for its predecessor . A station, a hotel, t wo general 
stores, two elevators and two lumb er yards were planned 
f ' d ' t t t' 45 or imrne ia e cons rue ion . 
Montezuma grew rap idly and soon had a larg e trade 
territory, ranking second only to Cimarron in .the county . 
Several b rick building s including the Montezuma State Bank 
in 1 913, were built during this p eriod in the new town of 
Montezuma . The Farmers Elevator was built in 1914 . 
Upwards of one hundred families of Mennonites, who 
were excellent wheat farmers, settled near the town and 
aided g reat l y in the p rogress of Mont e zuma and its trade 
territory. - I n 1 916 the Montezuma Press was publi shed, 
partly in German for the Mennonites , but this practice wa s 
of course discontinued dur i ng the War with Germany . 
Land values rose rapidly during and after the War . 
Land sold at $ 3 5 to $ 45 per acre46by 1920 and as high as 
$ 60 by 1929 in Montezuma Township . Wheat had brought pros-
perity to Monte zuma . 
At the p resent time t here are six g rain elevators in 
45. Kansas Historical Collection, Vol~ 10 , p . 467 . 
46. Montezuma Press, June 10 , 1920 , Vol. 6. 
Montezuma with a comb i ned cap acity of more t h an 500 , 000 
bushels. Seven oil comp anie s delive r fue l by t ruck t o 
the f armers. 
In May, 1937, t h e town c l aimed a populat i on of 402 . 47 
The assessed v a lua tion of rea l and p e r s ona l p r oper ty in 
1936 amounted to $ 271, 288 of which $ 46 , 2 33 was publ ic 
service p roperty. 
The city purch ase s electric i t y from the Kansas Power 
and Light Comp any . In 1 9 37 t h ere we r e 1 30 ligh t customers . 
The water and s ewer syst em was comp le t ed i n 1 930 a nd ev ery 
house in town is required to be on t he sewer sys t em . 
There were 71 water u sers in 1937 . 
The schools a re the f e a t u re of the town. The h i gh 
school build i ng wa s constructed in 1 925 a t a co st of $70 , 000 
and six teachers are now emp loyed . The l arg e g ym and 
auditorium will s eat 4 50 p eop le. The fine g rade sch ool 
building wa s erected in 1 929. It is of old Sp anish arch i -
tec t ure a nd ha s , in addition to ten cla s s r ooms , a l arg e 
b asement equip p ed f or a p lay room. The build ing i s 
connected with natu r .al g a s , wa t e r , electricity , and s ewe r . 
Seventy-five sections compri s e t he c onsol idated d i stric t 
and there were nin e busses opera t i ng in 1937 . 48 
47. City Clerk, Montezuma , Kansas , I ntervi ew . 
48. Member of School Board, Montezuma, Kans a s , I nterview. 
The Methodist Church b uilt a new building in 1930 
at a cost of $ 50, 00o . 4 9 The structure is of red brick 
and is one of the most b eautiful churches in sou thwestern 
Kansas. 
One of the finest Boy Scout cabins in Kans a s was 
built by WPA and the loca l American Leg ion i n 1 936 . The 
building is 24 by 44 feet and cost about $ 6 , 00o . 50 
Montezuma has social and trade advantag es n ot 
equalled by many towns many times larg er. 
Ensig n 
The town of Ens i gn was promoted in t h e b oom days of 
1886 b y a town comp any of which G. L . Ensig n was p resident . 51 
The Ensig n Razzoop was the name of the newsp aper which 
was owned by t he town comp any and used f or its advertis -
ing c amp aig n regarding the town which was located about 
ten miles from the south county l ine and t wo miles from 
the eas t line. In 1887 the editor of the Razzoop stated 
that there wa s a l most a c ertainty of oil ac cord i ng to the 






Erskine , Mrs. c. B., Cimarron, Kansas, Interview. 
Scoutmaster , Mont ezuma Troop, I nterview. 
Files of t he American Guide (unpubli shed ) . 
Ensig n Razzoop, Vol. 1, No. 1 3 , Nove . 1 6 , 1887 . 
The railroad which Soule, the I ngalls p romoter, 
built to Montezuma in 1887 missed Ens i g n b y about a mile 
and the town was moved to the r a i l road in 1888. 53 When 
the railroad wa s take n u~ in 1895 the t own f ailed to sur-
vive and comp letely disapp e ared f or a numb er of years . 
In 1910 there was a rural p ostoff ice b y t he n ame of 
Ensig n located fourteen mil e s southeast of Cimarron and 
54 it had a p opulat ion of f orty.- on e. Ens i g n was again 
moved wh en the A. T . & S . F . Railroad was built through 
the south part of the county in 1912 . 
_ At ·the present time the town enjoys a f a i r l y l a r g e 
trad e territory , ab out t wo - t h i rds of which is in Gr ay 
flounty and the remainder of which is in F ord County . · 
l 
F our larg e g rain elevators are ope a ted there to me e t the 
ne eds of the wheat industry. In add ition t her e are two 
bul k oil st a tions , three f illing sta tions , a l a r g e g eneral 
store, t wo h a rdware s tores, a restaurant, a l oc a l te l e -
phone company, and a b arbe r s h op . The bank wa s c l osed a 





The city secures electricity from the Kans a s Power 
Blackmar, Frank, Kansas , Vol. 1. 
American Gu i de (unpuDl ished ) . 
Manag er Farmers Elevator , Ens i gn , Kansas, Interview . 
and Lig ht Company and nat ural gas fr om the Arg us Pip e 
Line Company~ 
The g rade school, which is no t in a cons olidated 
district , i s a wooden stru cture and was built i n 1 914 . 
It emp loy s only two teachers . The high schoo l was built 
in 1 917 and p rov ed very co s tly due t o h i g h constru ction 
cost s a nd some bond fo r g er i es . F ive tea chers are emp l oy-
ed b y the hig h school . 
The p opulat ion of Ensig n wa s 221 in 193656and the 
va luat ion of real and personal p rop erty was ~j,1 59 , 935 , of 
which $ 43,864 was public service p roperty . The town is 
located on Kans as Hig h way 4 5 and on the b ranch line of 
the Atchison, Topeka , and Santa F e Rai lroad and wi l l un-
doubtedly continue to be a wheat s h i pp ing p oint of some 
importance . 
Cop eland 
Cop e l and is eig hteen miles south and eigh t een miles 
west of Cimarron, be_i ng only a little more t han a mile 
f rom the Haskell County line and four and one-hal f mile s 
from the Meade County line. The town was naraed after 
56. State Board of Agriculture, 30th Biennial Rep ort. 
E. L. Cop eland, Treasurer of the A. T . & s . F . Railroad, 57 
having had its beg inn ing in June, 1912 s oon after the 
completion of the branch line of that road. In sentiment 
Copeland is larg ely a part of Haskell County and more than 
one-half of its trade comes from the f a r mers living in 
that county . 58 
Cop eland boomed in 1913 and continued to develop un-
til the recent drought . It was a very p rog res s ive little 
town . S idewalks were built in 1914 soon ~ ·ter the b e -
ginning of the town . The streets were curb ed and g ravelled 
in 1 9G9 , and during t he boom days of the late 'twenties 
abo ut thirty-six business p l aces operated there. I n 1936 
the p opulation listed b y the State Board of Agriculture 
was only 273, t he p opulation havi ng declined rap idly dur-
ing the drought from a high of about 46 0 in 1931. More 
than one-third of the p opulation has left since t h e 
drought. 
Cop eland is one of t h e most p icturesque towns on the 
western Kansas p lains, made so b y the s cores of windmills 
wh ich, until recently, pumped the water supply for almost 
every home, and by the dozen :concrete storage tanks of 
57. Files of the .Ame.rican Gu ide (unpub lish ed) • 
58. Emmons, Cashier Cop eland State Bank, Interview. 
t he grain eleva tor whi ch rise to a height of 110 feet . 
I n t h e sp r ing of 1935 a water system wa s constructed 
wi th WPA a i d . There were seventy- five water users in 1937 . 
The Kansas Power and Light Comp any furnishes the elect-
r i city and the Argus Pip e Line Comp any the natural g as . 
In 1937 the c ompanies had 1 25 and 90 customers resp ective-
1 59 y. 
The Cop e land Cooper at ive Equity Exchang e , which was 
org an i zed in 1 916 , has in recent years, when add itional 
storag e was built , b ecome known throu ghout the country as 
being t he larg est farmer - owned country elevator i n t h e 
world . A 1 6 , 000 bushel capacity elevat or was built in 
1 91 6 , and in 1928 and 1 929 the storage was i n creased to 
51 7 , 000 b ushel s at a total cost of $1 25, 00o . 60 There were 
1 50 sto ckho lde rs in the spring of 1937, who were located 
p rin c ipal ly in Haskell , Gray , and Meade Counties . An 
embe z z l ement of $500 , 000 by the manag er in 1930 and the 
rec ent consecutive c r op fail ures have for ced the farmers 
t o t urn the elevator over to the companies holding the 
mortg age. 
Thr ee other elevators , with additional s t orag e capa-
ci ty of 1 30 , 00 0 bushels are located at Copeland . 61 
59 . Emmons , G. •r . , Cashier Copeland State Bank, Int erview. 
60 . Hatf i e l d , N., Mgr . Copel a nd E4uity Exchang e , Interview . 
61. I b i d . 
The country sch ools n ear Copelan d are n o t consolidat -
ed as at Montezuma, I ngalls, a nd Cimarron. Nev erthe l ess , 
in 193 7 the Copeland Sch ools employed n ine t eachers . The 
schools are now housed i n sep arat e bu i ldi ng s , a f i ne g r ade 
-
school building having be en built in 1 9 29 a t a c o st of 
$ 32 , 000 . The hig h sch ool had bee n comp l e ted in 191 9 at a 
cos t of &~19, 0 00 a n d f or a de c ade a ccommodat ed b oth g rade 
62 and high school. 
Two church es ar e locat ed at Cop e l and . The Methodi st 
Church, which is a wood en st ruc tur e , was bui lt in 191 5 and 
the Chris t ian Chu r ch completed a b asement which has been 
used f or church service s sin c e 1 931. 63 
Cop eland has, p erhap s , b e en hurt mor e t h an any other 
town in the count y by the drough t y ears in s o f a r a s full 
recovery of i t s trade is conc e r n ed s hou ld g ood time s re -
turn. The Cop eland St ate Bank , which h ad d one b usine s s 
there since its organiza ti on i n 1 91 4 , was cons olidat ed wi t h 
the b ank at Sublette, in Ha s kel l County i n 1 937 . 
However, in 1936 , the a s sessed v a l uat i on of r e a l and 
personal p roperty f or the ci t y amou n ted t o the size abl e 
total of $ 236,082 of which $44 ,862 wa s pub lic s ervi c e pro-
p erty. The town is located on the all- we ather Kans a s 45 
6 ~ . Emmons, G. T., Cashier Copeland State Bank , Interview. 
63. Unpu~lished F iles of the Americ a n Guide. 
Highway, and on the branch line of t he A. T . & s . F' . 
Railroad over which it is served by two passeng er trains 
daily. 
The location of t h e l a r g e g rain elevator at Cop e l and 
shou ld insure some trade in t he future from the wheat 
fa rmers over a l a r g e territory . 
Other Trading and Ship ping Points 
Throug hout the history of Gray County a number of 
small town s , post of f ices , or railroad stations have ex-
isted f or a long e r or shorter p eriod of years , and in 
some instances have had a considerable trading territory 
for a time. 
The v illage of Cave was locat ed in the extreme 
southeas t corner of Gray County , being twelve miles from 
the nearest railroad s t a tion at F owler in Meade County . 
A general s tore was located there and it was the trad ing 
cente r f or a larg e area in Gray , Ford , and Meade Countie s. 
In 1 910 a money order post office was mainta ined there . 
The population was f orty. 64 Wi t h the dev elopment of the 
automobile it no long er served a need and has since dis -
64. Blackmar, Frank w., Kansas , Vol . 1, p . 300 
a ppeared , f~om the map. 
Charleston is located on the Atchison , Topeka, and 
Santa Fe Railroad ab out seven mi les west of I ngalls , and 
receive s some trade fr om that section of t he county. I t 
was founded b y the railroad in 188865f or a railroad 
shipping station. The townsite had be en homesteaded by 
a Mr. Wilk inson. Several p romotional schemes were attempt -
ed in behalf of the town. A Topeka company tried to put 
over an irrig a tion p roject advertised as the !/ Elmhurst 
Tracts '' in which ten and t wenty acre p lots were offered f or 
sale at hig h prices. The sch eme failed , however , sinc e 
very little intere st was shown in it by investors . 
Two g rain elevators, one g eneral store , the p o s t 
office, a f il l ing station, and lumb e r yard are located 
at Charleston. I t is in the consolida ted school d is tr ict 
with I ngalls. 
Haggard is a shipp i ng p oint on the bra nch line of the 
Atchison, Top eka, and Santa F e Railroad and is locat ed f ive 
miles wes t of Ensig n on Kansas Highway 4 5 . A f armers' 
elevat or was built there in 1913. In 1 937 there were three 
g rain elevators with a combined c apacity of 70 , 000 bushel s. 
There wa s also a g eneral store, a p ost off ice , and a fill -
65. American Gui d e. 
66 ing s tation . 
A t own by the name of Lockp ort wa s located a short 
di s tance f rom t h e s i te of the p resent town of Copeland . 
From 1886 t o 1 890 it was a very lively little town with 
s ixty to one hundred peop le . There were six or eight 
r e s i dences and sev eral business h ouses . The town p l o t 
was h alf i n Gr ay and half in Haskell , the town well b e-
i ng on t h e county line . At one time there were two or 
thr e e g eneral stores and t wo hotels . 67 It was the regu-
l a r stopping p l ace f or freighters be t ween Far g o and 
Springf i e l d in Seward County a nd Cimarron in Gray 
County . 68 
Chester and Colusa were other smal l hamlets whi ch 
ser ved the t e r ritory , f or a t i me , i n the vicinity of 
Cop ela n d a f ew y e ar s p rior t o the founding of Cop eland . 69 
A numb e r of other rura l p o s toffices and stores have 
e x i st ed f rom time to time but were of re l atively slight 
i mportanc e . Due to d evelopmen ts i n transp or t ation and 
communication , the p os s i b ili t ies of any new towns being 
estab lish ed in t h e future are remote. 
66. American Guid e . 
67. Erskine , Mr s . C . B ., Cimarron, Kansas , Int ervi ew . 
68. I b id. 
69. Blackmar, Frank if ., Kansas, Vol. 1, p . 323 and 38 G. 
Newspapers 
The local newspapers have had an imp ortant p lace in 
the social development of Gray Count y . 
The first newsp aper in the terr itory which is now 
Gray County was the New We s t whi ch wa s established at 
Cimarron in March, 1879. It was according to the paper , 
11 Devoted to the Deve lopment of the Great .American Desert. ~ 
One or t wo we ekl y newspapers were published at Cim-
arron before the b oom d ays of 1886 , at whi ch time news -
p a p ers were estab lished in every town and hamlet . Cim-
a r r on had three or four, I ngalls t wo or three , and En-
sig n and Montezuma their own papers . These papers were 
all loud in the p raise s of their r e spective towns. Their 
enthusiasm knew no bounds and each p r oc laimed a g reat 
future for the town in which it wa s located . 
When the drought years came the newspapers ~ontinued 
to boost the country until they were f inally f orced to 
close. By 1894 only the J a cks onian at Cimarron rema i ned 
to advertise Gray County in its slow cl imb upwards . Eag er-
ly it seized any sig n of prosp erity and broadcast the 
news far and near. 
The Montezuma Chief was estab lished in the p resent 
Montezuma on February 20 , 1 914 and has had a g ood circu l-
ation through the south part of the county.70 The Cop e-
land Chronicle was also estab lished ab out this time and 
thrived well along with the town of Cop eland until the 
recent drought years. Early in 1937 the Jacksoni an 
bought and consolidated with the Copeland Chronicle and 
moved it to Cimarron . 
Churches 
The churche s in Gray County have always made up an 
important part of the s ocial heritag e . This wa s esp ecially 
true at the time of the set t lement of the count y when al-
most every school house was utilized b y the neighborhood 
for Union Sunday S ch ool and church services . 
Several churche s were built in the early days . At 
Ing alls, A. T. Soule had built the Union Church in 1885 . 
At Cimarron, 1887, the Presbyterians had an elegant church 
edifice in which regular p reaching and Sunday School were 
71 held by the Presbyterians and Methodists combined . 
The Methodis ts had a l a r g e membership , a regular pastor, 
and exp ected to bui l d a commodious church in the fall . 
72 
This church was built a t a cost of $3, 000 . 
70. The Jacks onian, Nov. 14, 1931. (Mrs. C . B . Erskine). 
71~ I b id., Jan. 1, 1887. 
7 ~ . State Board of Agriculture, Sixth Biennial Rep ort. 
Church org anizations in Gray County in 1888 were 
the aptists with 1 21 memb ers; Cong regational with 5 
members; Cumberland Pre sbyterian , 19 members ; Methodist 
Ep iscopal with t hree chur ch org anizat ions and Gl 2 mem-
bers; Presbyterians with 25 members; and United Brethren 
with four org anizations and 10 7 members .73 
In 19 26 the memb erships in relig ious bod i e s a c cord-
ing to the Bureau of Census were 1465 , which was di strib u -
ted as f ollows : Methodists , 6 25 ; Mennonit es , 384 ; Roman 
Catholic, 135 ; Discip l es of Christ , 53 ; Protestant Epis-
c opal , 52 ; Northern b aptists, 39 ; Luth erans , 17; and all 
others 1 60 . 74 
Probab ly the strong est relig ious g roup fr om point of 
t h e social influence on its membe r hip are the Mennonites 
who came to Gray County in 1 91 2 a nd years followi ng . In 
the census enumerat ion listed above, this sect wa s second 
only to the Me t hodists in numb ers and fa r exceeded the 
Roman Catholics who were third . The Mennonites comprise 
f rom 1 5 to 20 p er cent of t h e entire p opulation of t he 
county. 
·•our or more denominations of Mennonites settled in 
the county abd had a v ery significant part in its economic 
7 3 . State Board of Agriculture, Seventh iennial Report. 
74. u. s . Dept . of Commerce , Bureau of the Census , 
Relig i ous Bodies : 1926 , Vol. 1. 
and social development . They are a hardy and frug al peo -
ple whose ancestors have been successful farmers for g en-
erations . Becaus e their relig ious rules forbade taking 
up arms ag ainst their fellowmen t hey were persecuted and 
driven from one Europ ean country to another . I t is said 
of them that they mig rated t o Germany from Holland and 
then to Russia and finally to the Americas . The Atchison , 
Topeka, and San ta Fe Railro ad colonized t housands of them 
in central Kansas to develop the railroad's land g rant, 
and it was a Mennonit e , Bernhard Wark entin, who ab out the 
year of 1885 , introduced into Kansas the celeb rated hard , 
or Turkey wheat, from southern Ru s sia . 75 
When the Atchison, Top eka, and Santa F e Rail road 
built their southern b ranch throug h Gray County in 1912 
the y looked with favor on Mennonite colon izat ion in thi s 
area . I n March, 191 ~ f our famili es of Mennonites c ame t o 
Gray County and settled near the town of Montezuma . This 
g roup belonged to the Church of God in Christ , and to 
ou t s i d e r s wer e at once c onsp icuous because of their g en-
era l app e a r anc e and ·a t tire . The men especially are quite 
pictures que with their l ong b eards . This g roup is quite 
slow in t aking up the hab i t s and customs of t heir American 
75. Bradley, The Story of the Sant a F e, p . 1 34 . 
neig h b ors. In t he Monte zuma neig hb orhood s ome eighty or 
more families of these Mennonites sett l ed in a co l ony and 
lived in an a r e a of about elev en miles s quare . 76 Th ey 
cont inued to sp eak the ir native languag e , a l ow Ge rman 
d ialect, and we r e v ery much opp osed t o chang e . They built 
quite a l a r g e church t wo mi l es north and t wo west of Monte-
zuma at a eost of $1, 800 , and this has served as the c en-
ter of the col ony ' s socia l- relig i ous f unctions which are 
v e r y numerous . 
The Mennoni te p e op le have a l wa y s p r a cticed s t ric t 
f r ug a l i t y and e conomy . I n Gray Coun ty the y first bu i l t 
sma l l hous e s wh i ch were l at e r used for chick en hou s es or 
g r anarie s . During t he g ood yea rs many f i ne larg e homes 
were b u ilt and thou s ands of d ollar worth of mach i n ery 
was purchas ed by t h es e p eople . About t went y f amili e s of 
t h is denomi nation moved fr om t he cou n t y sin ce t h e drought . 
Anoth er denomination of Mennon it e s s et t led nea r Mont e -
zuma i n 191 5 and 1 91 6 . Thi s g roup totaled abou t t we n ty 
familie s 77 and a l though t hey had t heir own church build i ng 
and s e rvic e s in the German l anguag e they were more pro -
g res s ive in t h eir cu l tur a l h ab i ts . and cus t oms t han the 
b ear d ed Menn on i tes . Th is g r oup was more inclin ed to 
76 . Schmidt , D. J . H., Mennonite sett l ement , Montezuma , 
Kansas , Int ervie w. 
77. Assistant Cashier , Montezuma St at e Bank , Interview. 
fraternize with their American neighbors and p articipate 
in community enterprises . Because of their strict moral 
training this g roup has been outs tandi ng for -its hig h char-
acter and consequently has contributed much t owar ds the 
int ensive development of Montezuma Township . 
Other Menn onites settled north o~ Ing alls in Log an 
and Foote Townships from ab out 191 5 and 1916 on . This wa s 
a comg lomerate g roup rep resenting p ossib ly four or five 
denominations or r e l i g ious beliefs. Union church services 
were held in German for all Mennonites for a time in one 
of the distric t school houses . For several years there 
were two church org ani z a tions b ut f inally most of them 
joined the Mennoni te Brethren Church org anization whose 
church bui l ding is now located five miles north of Ing alls . 
This g roup of Mennonites i s highly p rogre s sive . The 
maj ority of their church services are held in English and 
their programs and other church functions a re at t ended 
b y peop le from miles i n every d irection . This g roup is 
v ery public s p irited and has furnished more than its share 
of leadership and talent f or almost every worthy project . 
Two church building s comp leted in recent years in 
Gray County are especially worthy of note . The Roman Cath-
olic Church, St . Stanislaus , at Ing alls , was comp leted at 
a cost of $22,000 and is t he only church s p onsored b y i t s 
denomination in the county. The b eautiful modern Meth-
odist Church in Montezuraa was built in 1 9 30 at a co st of 
$ 30 ,000 and is one of the most outstanding church build-
ing s in all of southwestern Kansa s . 
Clubs and Org aniza tions 
In 1937 p r acticall y every communi t y had f rom one to 
three study or recreat ional club s . There were t h irte en 
Farm Bureau Club s and e i ght 4- H Club s . The Pri s cilla 
Study Club of Cimarron was org anized in 1908 . The Tw en-
tieth Century Club of Ci marron was org anized in Octob er , 
1 926 and s p onsors the Junior-Read-a-Book Club, which in 
turn is s p ons oring the City Library . The club org aniz ed 
the lib rary in Ma y , 1 9 33 and h as i nv e s t ed $1 00 a y ear b e-
sides free time donated b y club memb ers. Th e Hap py Hou r 
Junior Club is s p onsored b y Priscil l a and fe a t u re s a re -
creation p rog ram. 
The Montezuma Library was org a n ized by t h e Montezuma 
Study Club in 1 920 . I n 1932 it was voted to t h e Town shi p 
and is financed b y the town ship trustees but s p onsored by 
the Study Club. 
The Farm Bure au s wep t t he c ounty in 1929 wh en the 
fi rst club was org aniz ed . The f irst Far m Ag ent was sent 
to Gray County in 1918 and taug h t the farmers to g row 
t wo bushels of wheat where he had only g rown one before . 78 
The f irst county fa~r was he l d a t Cimarron i n 1 91 0 . 
The fa ir was s ponsored by t he Cimarron Commercial Club 
and t he Gray County Fair Association which was incorporated 
in 1 91 5 . Exhibit s in science and art hold an i mp ortant 
p lace along with farm exhibits and l ivestock . 
Publ ic Utilities 
The Atch ison , Topeka , and Santa Fe Rai lroad is t h e 
l a r g est prop erty oner and tax payer in Gray County . 79 
The main line of this transcontinental ro ad c rosses Gr ay 
County from the eastern b ord er northwes terly along the 
Ar kansas River , a d ist ance of 25 . 63 miles . The track wa s 
c ompleted in 187G, t he railro ad company hav i ng rec e ived 
in the county a s trip of land twenty mil es wi d e in 
al ternat e sections . 
The tch ison , Topeka , and Sant a Fe was larg e ly i ns t ru-
mental i n the set t l~ ent of the coun t y and has c ont inued 
to serve the territory we ll. The road bed has n ot only 
b een maint ained i n g ood cond ition but has been built up t o 
78. Erskine, Mr s . C. B., Pap er read before Gray County 
Federat ed omen ' s Clubs. 
79. County Treasurer, Gray Count y, Inte rview . 
the standards of modern eng ineering science . 
The Dodge City, Montezuma, and Trinidad Rai lroad which 
had b een built from Dodge City to Montezuma in 1887 by A. 
T . Soule and had been op erated b y the Ro ck Island Railroad 
Comp any for a number of years f ollowing , was d iscontinued 
in 1895 . The same year the rails were taken up and sold to 
the Gould lines in Texas since the p rosp ects for any bus-
ines s from that area in the future appeared extremely re-
mote at that time . 
In 1 91 2 the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa F e Railroad 
built a railroad throug h the south part of the county . As 
a result, the value of the l and increased many times and 
g ave a direct outle t for the south p art of the county . 
Trackag e added on the southern branch of the Santa F e was 
25.54 miles and brought the t o tal railroad mileag e for 
the county up t o 51.17 . The south part of the county owes 
much to the A. T. & S . F . for its economic and social de-
v elopment. The school distr ic ts and other local g overn-
men t s through whose territory t he railroad p asses receive 
from 10 to 30 per cent of their revenues fr om the r ail-
80 road. 
The second heaviest tax payer in the county is the 
80. County Treasurer, Gray County, Kansas, Interview. 
(J.C. Leatherwood). 
Argus Pipe Line Company which constru cted its lines in 
1929 from the Hugoton Gas F ield to serve town s , vil lages, 
and some rural customers in Haskell, F inney , Gray , and 
Ford Counties. Its eastern t erminal is Dodg e Ci ty and 
it serves Copeland, Monte zuma, Ensig n, and Cimarron in 
Gray County. 
Teleg raph servic e line s were comp l e ted to t he 
territory soon after comp l etion of t h e railroads . The 
Western Union Teleg raph Company main tains agencies a t 
all railroad stat i ons in the c ount y . 
The fi rst telephone line i n Gray County was con-
structed b y the f a rmers north of Cimarron in 1904 . This 
line extended north from Cimarron fo r many mi les, had 
f or ty- e i ght miles of wire, t4e farthest away customer b e -
ing thirty-f ive miles from the Cimarron office . There 
we r e abou t thirty customers in nor t h Gray and in Garfie l d 
81 Township of P inney County . By 1 914 l ocal te l ephone 
exchange s h ad bee n estab lished in each of the o ther towns . 
The line north of Cimarron was the f orerunner of the 
Vestern Telephone Company whi'ch today owns a number of 
telephone exchang es in southwestern Kansas and operates all 
of the lines in the county exc ept the Ens i g n exchange . En-
81. Anderson, Arthur, Man ag e r Western Te l ephone Company, 
Cimarron, Kansas , Interview . 
sig n is almost without telephone service at the present 
time, larg ely b eca use of rate difficulties . 
The Western Kansas Telephone Company rep orts a drop 
of a bout 25 r_er cent p atronag e since the depres s ion and 
drought. Its heyday, however, was fifteen or more years 
ag o, at which time the ro ads , automob ile s , a nd radio had 
not been so hig h l y develop ed and the telephon e was con-
sidered almost an es s ential by every f a r m a s well as 
city home. 
The assessed valuation of pub lic service p rop erty in 
Gray County in 1936 agg reg ated $1,865 , 700 which was 17 
p er cent of the count y 's tot a l asses sment . 8 2 
Schools 
The first element ary school i n Gray County wa s op ened 
at Cimarron in 1874, 83the same year t ha t t h e Santa Fe 
station a nd sec t ion house were built . 
Education f or the children was cons idered an ab so l ute 
essential by the early p ioneers. I n the country where n o 
school houses were to b e found, if there was a p erson cap -
able and qualified to teach school, s chool was conducted in 
82 . Kansas State Board of Ag riculture, Thirtieth Bi ennial 
Report, p. 3 28 . 
8 3 . American Guide (unpub lished) . 
one room of the home--usually a s od h ous e . The n e i g hb or 
women did the hou s e work while the mother taught t he 
children the rudiment s of an e d u c at ion . 84 
Some of the early s ch ool h ous es b u i lt in Gr ay Count y 
included the Mont ezuma ·bu ild i ng b u ilt i n 1887 a t a cost 
of $7,765. Ing all s built a schoolhou se in 1888 at a c o st 
of $1,000 and in 1892 another build i ng wa s add ed . The 
two Ing alls build ing s tog ether were v alued at $1 , 800 . 85 
The majority of t h e e l ementar y schoo l s in Gray County 
were f ounded short ly before the organi za t ion of t h e c ounty 
in 1887. Nineteen more d i stricts were or g anized in 1888 , 
b ring ing the total f or the c ounty u p to f orty- sev en , wi th 
819 enrolled.86 The total es t i mated val u e of a l l s choo l 
p rop erties and e qu i pment was p l a c ed a t only ~~2 6 , 4 26 i n 
1 888. Many of the early sch ool h ou s e s were built of sod . 
The daily attendance ave rag ed on l y 336 a t that d ate fo r 
the l imited term which ave rag ed only 1 6 . 5 weeks f or t h e 
county. 
During the score of year s f o l lowi ng 1888 v ery li t t le 
prog ress was made in the g eneral school p rog ram. F or the 
first decade of this p eriod the schools were ma i n t ained a t 
84. Erskine, Mrs. C. B ., Cimarr on, Ka n s as, Int erview. 
85. American Guide (unpub li shed ). 
86. State Su p erintenden t of Pub lic Instruction, Bi ennial 
Report, 1888. 
a low l e vel. I n 1 898 only $ 7 , 307 . 48 was rec e ived to op er-
ate t he t hi r ty- eight sch ool s in t h e county . The ave r ag e 
87 leng t h of the s ch ool year i n 1 898 was on ly 1 3 . 38 we eks . 
The h i g h s ch ool a t Ci mar r on wa s org an i z ed i n 1 908 and 
a ll of the g rad e sch o ol g radu a te s of t h e coun t y were 
elig i b le t o a tt end wi thout a tui tion char g e . A sup e r in-
t end nt and t h 1 d t C. 88 H" h e on e eac er wer e emp oy e a llllar r on . i g 
school s were also org anized at I ng a lls i n 1 91 5 , at Mont e-
zuma in 1 91 6 , a t En s i gn in 1 91 8 , and a t Copel and in 1 91 9 . 89 
The s e were a ll in rural high s chool d istr icts . 
The g rea t prog res s in the Gray Coun ty School Syst em 
which h a s chara c teri z ed the l a st score of y ears g ot i n to 
f ull swi ng by 1 91 8 . I n that y ear t h e $ 45 , 000 Ing a l l s 
Rura l Hi gh S ch ool buil d i ng was comp l e ted , whi ch wa s a t 
that time one of t he most modern sch ools in t h e ent i r e 
s ou t hwes t e r n p ar t of t he sta t e . 
A new build i ng wa s c ompl e t ed at Cimarr on in 1919 a t 
a co st of $ 30 , 000 ; a bui lding at Montezuma in 1 91 9 cost 
$11, 000 ; and a build i n g a t Cop eland in 1 919 c ost $19 , 0 00 . 
The enrollment f or .t he f irs t f ew year s was v ery l ow sinc e 
there were only a fe w students adv anc ed ab ove the f reshman 
87. State sup erint endent of Pub lic Ins tru c t ion, iennia l 
Rep ort, 1888. 
88. Erskine, Mrs. c. B., Cimarron, Kansas, Interview. 
89. Cleary, Prof. M. G., I ngalls, Kansas, Int erview. 
y e a r in hig h sch ool i n these c ommunit i es at the date of 
org a niza tion of t he h i g h s chool s . By 1921 the total 
enrollment f or t h e high school in the county wa s 183 . 
0 1 1 60 h d b d t _ 90 n y a e en g ra ua ed . 
In 1920 s e v en districts comprising 1 34 s quare miles 
voted t o consolidate at Cimarron; six and a half districts , 
with 1 27 square miles conso lida ted at Ing alls ; and three 
d istr i ct s totaling 7 5 square miles consolida ted at Monte-
zuma . Motor bus ses were purchased and a pproximately one-
hal f of t he rural children of the county were transp or t ed 
to the t own sch ool each day where they could take adv an-
t ag e of more favorab le fac ilities and the nine - month 
school term . 
Ma inl y due t o t he building prog r am in 1 918 and 1919 
the v a lue of sch oo l prop e r ty i n the county in 1921 reach-
ed $~41,737 and a l mo st a lik e amount wa s exp ended f or 
scho ol oper at i on and ma i n t enance tha t year . 91 
The enr o l lment in the Gray County sch ool s in 1936 wa s 
1, 309 of wh ich number only 27 6 were enrolled in the t wenty-
t wo rural s ch ool s , all of which excep t the new two - r o om 
b u ild ing n ear Hagg ard were one - teacher schools . 
Outsid e of the inc re a se i n the h i gh sch ool enrollment 
90. s tate Super i nten dent of Publ i c I nstru ct i on , Bi ennial 
Re p ort, 1922 . 
91. I b id. 
which has increased fr om 183 in 1 9 21 to 410 in 1936 , the 
most noteworthy dev e lopment in the sch ool situation in 
Gray County during the last few ye ars has been the con-
s t ruction of school bu ilding s at Cope land, Montezuma , and 
Cimarr on. 
A f ine high school b u ilding , i~ 1 925 , and a modern 
g rade s chool buil ding in 192 9 , were built at Mont ezuma . 
A new g rade school buildi ng was comp l eted at Copeland in 
1929 a t a co st of $32 , 0 00 . The out standing school build-
ing in t he county is the new Cimarr on g rade and hig h 
s ch ool which was comp l e ted in 19 33 a t a t otal co s t of 
$1 30 ,000 . 92 Some $ 40 , 000 was furnished b y PWA and a b ond-
ed indeb tednes s to the sch ool district in the amount of 
$ 75,00 0 also r e sulted. 
School men , as well as pat rons , fee l that more mod ern 
facil i ties are needed at I ng a l ls , Copeland , and En s i g n , 
and in a number of t he rural districts . The r e is a lso a 
g rowing feeling t hat faciliti es s h ou l d be p rovided f or 
more vocationa l training . In the event tha t l a r g er school 
buildings and more money shou l d become availab l e in the 
future, it is p rob ab le that t he ab ove mentioned re quire-
ments will be met . 
9 ~ . Hinkhous e, K., Superint endent of School s , Cimarron, 
Kansas, Interview. 
Banks and Cred it 
The deposits in the b anks and t h e cred it fac i lit i e s 
available are imp or tant i tems in the socia l well-be i ng of 
a communit y . 
Four b anks were opened f or b us i ness i n 188 6 a l though 
Gray County was not yet org an iz ed . These ins t itut i ons , 
which were all p r i v a t e l y owned , were t he Ci marron Ban k , 
with $ 1 2 ,60 0 ca p i t a l; the F irst Nat i onal Bank , Cimarron , 
with capit al of $50 , 000 ; t he Bank of I ng all s , $1 0 , 000 
93 
capital; and t h e Bank of Monte zuma , cap i tali zed at ~1 0 , 000 . 
ix y ears l ater, in 1 892 , onl y the Ci mar r on Bank and the 
Eank of Ing alls r emained i n operat ion. The f ormer had 
only $21, 000 on deposit and t he l atter had but $ 1 3 , 0 UO . 
The Bank of Ingalls wen t i n to volunt ary liqui dation on 
May 6 , 1893. 
The first st ate b ank in Gray County , t he Cimarron 
State Bank , was cha rtered i n 1 900 and on ueptember 1 , of 
t h at year h ad l oa.ns of ·1 5 , 000 and dep o sit s of $20 , 000 of 
wh ich $9,000 were county f und s . This b a n k wa s shor t -
lived and clo s ed i t s doors on September 18 , 1 902 , a nd f or 
a tLme thereafter no b ank op erated in Gray Count y . Th e 
93. State Bank Comm is s ioner, Biennial Reports. 
final lo s s to depositors of the Ci mar r on State Bank was 
neg l i g ibl e . 
The Citizens S t at e Ban k r e c eived i t s ch a r ter under 
d a te of Sept emb er 26 , 1 902 a nd opened f or bus i ne s s a t 
Cimarr on . The Gray Count y S t ate Bank started at Cimarron 
t wo years later wi t h a paid-in c ap i tal s tock of $10 , 000 . 
By Sep t emb e r, 1906 the t wo bank s had c omb i n ed dep o sits 
of $140 , 000 , a n ew h i g h for Gr ay Count y . The t o tal de-
p o s its of t h e t wo Ci mar r on banks reach ed $180 , 000 i n 
1 914
94
and from t hat time grew at a fast rate . 
Th e F armers St ate Bank , I ngalls, r e ce ived i ts char-
ter on Apri l 26 , 1 910 and a t t h e pre s en t time is one of 
thre e b anks remaining op en in t h e county . The Sep t ember 
1 ~ , 1 9 34 statement showed loans a nd dep o sits of $ 6G, 0 00 
and $81 , 000 r e s p ec tiv e l y . I n 1 926 the dep osits h ad been 
much g re.ater , a t $1 81 , 000 and l o ans of {}138 , 0 00 . 
The Monte zuma S t at e Bank wa s chartered December 21 , 
1 91 8 . On Sep t emb er 1 2 , 1914 it s statement showed loans 
of $20 , 000 and d eposits of $ 5? , 000 . I ts Sep tember 1 5 , 1 9G8 
s t atemen t h ad $1 39 , 000 loans and $21~, 000 dep osits with 
$1 8 , 0 00 Capital and Sur p lus . The bank at p r esent is one 
of three rema ining in the county a nd wi th t h e c l o s i ng of 
94 . St at e Bank Connnis s ioner , Bi e nn i a l Rep or t s . 
banks at Ens i g n and Copeland , the Mont ezuma Bank fi lls 
a g enuine need in t he south p art of the county . 
The Peoples Stat e Bank , Ensign , was org anized in 1914 . 
At the date of i ts consolidat ion with the Mont ezuma State 
Bank in 1 934 it had de posits of $ 79 , 0 00 . I ts financial 
struc t ure wa s sound , but its earning s , like many other 
small banks during this period , had been curt a iled and fur -
ther op erat ion wa s no long er p rofitab le. 
Th e Cop e l and State Bank was chartered F ebrua ry 3 , 
1 91 5 . Th i s bank did a big b usiness du e to the ext ensive 
g rain market at Cop eland . During the g ood wheat yea rs the 
bank was one of the l arg est in the county, having deposits 
of around $ 250 , 000 fr om 1 9~6 through 1930 . The b ank 's 
bus iness f ell off during the rec ent drought and i n 1937 
it wa s cons olidat ed with the bank a t Sub lette without loss 
to dep o·si t ors. 
On May 22 , 1 929 , the Firs t Na tiona l Bank opened at 
Cimarron taking over the b usiness of the Gray County State 
Bank. 
The off icial annual sta tement s in Se ptember , 193~ to 
the State Bank Commis sioner s h owed total resources in Gray 
County banks of ~7 23 , 000 and c ap it a l of $1 83 , 000 . By 1934 
the total resou rc e s had declined to $47 5 , 000 , a heavy 
contributing fa ctor to the decline b eing the fa ilure of the 
Citizens State Bank in Cimarron in December , 1932 with an 
80 pe r cent loss to depositors. 
The majority of the loans made by the banks in Gray 
County have been loans with personal property for secur-
i ty .95 In the e arly day s considerable money wa s loaned 
on real estate but present banking l aw prohibits all ex-
cept a small percentag e of real e state loans. 
Long Term Cred it 
The New England Inve s t ment Company took mor t g ag es on 
much of the l and purchased and homesteaded by the first 
settlers. The company went bankrup t when the g reat exodus 
of the settlers took p l ace b ecause of the drought . The 
forced sale of much of the land failed to satisfy b a ck 
taxes. 96 
From 1904 forward land prices made stea dy g a ins . Peo-
ple from centra l and eastern Kansas c rune west and purchas-
ed p rop erty, in the majority of ca ses p aying c ash . The 
few mortg ag es held· on the land were owned by individuals, 
local comp anies, and investment houses. 
The Federal Land Bank authorized ag encies and began 
95 . Cashiers, Cimarron , Montezuma , I ngalls, and Copeland 
banks, Interviews. 
96. Egbert, J.H., Cimarron, Kansas, Interview. 
lending on: .land in Gray County in 1917. Local ag encies 
d id not receive much comp e t i t ion , however , until 19 33, 
when the law of tha t y ea r lowered the int eres t r a te . 97 
A larg e number of loans were made in the county and at 
the present time the chief mort g ag e holder in the coun t y 
is the F ederal Land Bank . The lif e insur ance comp anie s 
98 are s econd in numb er of mort g ag es held . Loc a l ag ent s 
no long er write loans since they cannot comp ete with t h e 
low g overnment rates. 
Twenty-six Gray County f a rmers and s tockmen a re 
stockholders in t h e Ga rden City P r oduction Credit As s oci-
t . 99 a ion. I n Gray County mo s t of the loans had b een mad e 
with live s t ock f or security . Loans totaled ~1 3 , 21 5 . 87 
in that county and were made f or from six months to one 
year in accorda nce with the Farm Cred i t Act of 1933 . A 
Gray Count y man , Guy D. Josserand of Cope l and , is p r e si-
dent of the Garde n City Produc t i on Cr ed it As socia tion . 
Beg i nning lat e in 1 933 a nd continuing t o Jul y , 1 93 5, 
the Home Owners Loan Corporation made f ifty-two loans i n 
Gray County tot a ling $ 60 , 000 . These loans carr ied in-
terest rate s of about 5½ per cent, repayments are made by 
97. Cessna. , B. D. , F'ede r al Land Bank Ag ent :, I ngalls , 
Kans a s, Interview. 
98. Erskine, C. B ., Firs t Na tional Ba nk , Cimarron , Kansas 
Interview. 
99. Sec., Garden City Product i on Cred it Assn ., Mar, 1937, 
Interview. 
the month on p rincip al and interest, and loans approximate 
100 60 per cent of the present value of the p rop erty . Only 
two foreclosures have been made in the county. The loans 
were made to urban prop erty owners and aided b oth the ow-
ners and the building and loan as s ociations which held 
liens ag ainst the urban p rop erty . 
Hail Insurance 
Because of t he great hail hazard in western Kansas , 
some f orm of crop insurance is very desirab le. F or a num-
b er of years prior to 1929 , hail insurance was very pop-
u l ar throughout this area. Of t en f a r mers with a $ 5 . 00 
pe r a cre wheat crop in prosp e c t would carry $ 30 . 00 p er 
acre insurance and g amb le on a p rof it should a heavy 
hail come . Practically every farmer carried hail insur-
ance and the insurance companies, in bidding f or business , 
overp aid losses in the light hail years and then suffer ed 
heavy losses during b a d years . In 1929 the comp anie s 
petitioned the Cormnissioner of Insurance to raise t he 
rat e in the county from 10 to 12per cent. This petition 
was disallowed and all of the old line stock comp anies 
100. Egbert, J. H., HOLC ag ent , Cimarron , Kansas, Inter-
view. 
b l a cklisted Gray County and no insurance was written 
there for a number of years by these comp anies . 
The Wheat Growers Mutual Hail Insurance Comp any was 
org anized at Cimar r on in 1 929 , and by 1937 had 250 ag ents 
101 
in 80 Kansas counties. This company filled a definite 
need in the t e r r itory and as a result has enjoyed phenom-
enal growt h . By checke r b oard ing risks over a wi d e area, 
the comp any has found that the 1 0 p er c ent r a te is more 
t han adequat e to meet present needs and to lay aside re-
serves for future contingencies . 
Roads. 
An i mpor t ant as s et of the p eople of Gr ay County is 
a fine road sys tem . In 1936 there were 83 . 4 5 miles of 
10 2 i mp roved state and federal hig h ways in t he count y . The 
out s tanding high way is U. S . Hi ghv,ay 50 South , which is 
one of the p opular transcont i n ental tourist routes in the 
count ry . This road f ollows , for much of the way , the 
route of the old Santa Fe Trai l along the valley of the 
Arkansas . South 50 has always b een k ept up t o the eng ineer -
ing standards preva iling for f ed e r a l and state road systems. 
101. Valker, P . C., Pres i d ent Wheat Growers Mutual Hail 
Insu rance Company , Interview. 
102 . Kansas State Boa r d of Agricultu re, 1rhirt ieth Biennial 
Report, p . 3 G8 . 
In 1937 the high way wa s p aved f r om Dodg e Ci ty through 
Cimarron comp l e ting ab ou t e i ght mi l es of p a v ement i n Gr ay 
County. Th e remainder of t he h i ghway is surfa ced wi th 
a comg lome r a t e oil mat wh ich assure s a f ine all- we a ther 
t h oroughfare. 
Kans a s Hi ghway 4 5 c r osses the county fo llowing t h e 
r i g h t of wa y of t he b ranch l i ne of t h e At ch i s on, Topeka , 
a n d San ta F e Ra ilroad f or a di st anc e of a b ou t t wenty - six 
mile s . Th i s is also an a l l - weather road su r f a c ed with a 
t r eatment of h i gh g r a de oil c omp ound . 
Ka n sas Hi ghway 23 cro s se s the county from n orth t o 
s ou t h ab ou t s i x mi l es f rom the east cou nty lin e . This 
h i ghwa y h as not b een devel op ed t o any e xtent until t h e 
last t wo or thr ee years b u t i s a t t a ini ng more i mport anc e 
a s a throug h hig hway f rom n orth t o s outh . There are mor e 
t han t hir t y - s ix mi les of g ravell ed r o ad in Gr ay Coun ty on 
t hi s high wa y and t he S t a t e Hi g hway Department plans a t 
p res ent i n clu d e a p r o j e ct to ap p l y an oi l surf a ce within 
t h e nex t yea r. 
In addit ion t o . the ma i n hig h wa y s mentioned ab ove , t h e 
coun ty maint ain s a fa irly comp l e te s yst em of g rav e l led 
county ro ads . By 1937 some 135 mi l e s of t h e se i mproved 
g r a v e l l ed roads had b e en con stru cted ·oy t he count y ahd were 
s y s t ematicall y s p a c ed so t h at e a ch communi t y has g ood far m 
1 03 
to market roads. In addition the county eng ineering 
department ma intains a considerable mileag e of improved 
d ir t roads. S i n c e 1 920 p r a c t i c ally e v e r y mi l e of the 
v a rious school b us and rural mail · routes have b een g r aded . 
The 1 935 Gr ay Count y ro ad f u nd to t aled $ 45 , 000 whi ch in-
di cat es that the count y road p rog ram has at t ained con-
siderab le i mpor tance . 
Th e p ercent ag e of Gr a y County families whi ch own 
automob iles , and as a resul t util iz e t he h i gh ways r egular -
ly, is very h i gh . In 1 9 36 t he County Treasurer's of~ ice 
rep or ted l, G0 6 car license s a nd 420 f a r m truck s . Accord-
ing to the U. S , Census pf L9 30 there were 211 f armers 104 
living near unimp roved d irt roads . Th ese road s , h owever, 
c an be readily travelled on exc ep t during periods of u n -
u sually heavy precip itat ion . 
'r wenty years ag o there we r e p r a c t i c a lly no ro a d s 
ma i n t ained b y the county . The g eneral l y level n a ture of 
t h e t op og raphy covered with the short b u f fa lo g r a s s per -
mitted tra v e l at a g ood r a t e o f s p eed in almost a n y d esi-
red dire c tion . At t h a t date there were f ew fence s or 
cu l tivated fie l ds to hamp er t~ave l . I t was not until the 
cons olidat e d school b usses , wheat truck s , and aut omob ile s 
1 03 . 
1 04 . 
Barton , Clayt , Count y Eng ine er , Gray County , I ntervi ew. 
U. S. Census , 1930 . 
ma d e fre quent tr ip s that the need f or an extensive county 
road sys tem arose. 
F arm Home Deve l opment 
Electrical p ower, ci ty water and sewer , natural ga s , 
and other modern convenienc es hav e i n recent years be -
come availab le to a maj or i ty of the urb an home s in Gray 
County. 
Rural homes have a l s o at ta ined a cons id e rable deg ree 
of i mp rov ement in r e c ent years. Ac cording t o the 1 930 U. 
s . Census, the 7 31 fa r mers' dwe l l i ng s in the county were 
v a l u ed at $1, 0 1 6 ,430 .1 05 In add it i on t he o ther ·building s 
on the farms were valued at $865 , 000 . Thus t he total 
value of farm build ings h ad i n c reased by more than ~p 500 , 000 
within a decade. 
A far g reater increa s e in far m c a p ital was directed 
into c hannels f or purch asing i mp l ements and machinery . 
v y 1930 the t ota l value of this t yp e of e qu i pment to tal ed 
~ 2 ,049,708. In the single ye a r of 1 9~9 , t h e Gr ay Coun ty 
farmers purchased almost one million doll ar s worth of 
automob iles, trucks , comb ines, and trac t ors • 
105. U. • Cens us, 1930 
I n 1930 there were 9 28 automob iles, 558 mo t or trucks , 
833 tractors , 545 comb ines , 27 e l e ctric motors , 1 09 
sta tionary g as eng i nes, and 41 3 t e lephones on farms in 
the county . 106 The maj or par t of t h i s equipment was pur-
chased during t he ten years , 1 920 to 1 9 30 , and p r actically 
a l l of the r e st i n the dec ade prior t o 1 9 20 . 
Many of the farrn home s i n the c ounty are i n a bad 
st a te of repair a t present , and additional b uilding s are 
need ed f or storing farm machinery when not i n use . However , 
the most g l ar i ng l ack of deve l opment is pos s ibly in the 
fie l d of household conven i enc e s and app liances . For in-
stance , i n 1 9 2 9 only 1 7 f arms used e l e c tric p ower , only 
197 had wat e r p i p ed t o the house , 80 had bat hroom p i p ed , 
and only 71 h ome s we r e l i ghted b ~- e l e ctrici ty .l07 
Pre s en t i nd ications are that future development along 
thes e lin e s will b e s low, ma inly because of the relatively 
s par sei y set t l ed farm area whi ch c reates a condition which 
requires a larg e c ap i ta l outlay with a promise f or p ro -
f i table op erat ion be i ng remote . 
1 06 . 
107. 
U. s . Census , , (19 30 ) . 
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CHAP'TER VII 
Conclusion 
An attempt has b een made in this thesis to present 
the material in a manner to show the economic d evelopment 
of Gray County in i t s several r ami f ications. The wide 
scope of the thesis, in the nature of the p rob lem as wel l 
as in the p eriod of years covered , is a factor which has 
b een most difficult to surmount . A l imit of time and 
financial resources may be b lamed, to a certain extent, 
i f valuable material has not been uncovered and brought 
within the scop e of the thesis. Also the author realizes 
that the inclusion or rejection of material may not hav e 
been judicious in all cases, or t hat t h e treatment of the 
sub ject matter could h a ve b een approached fr om widely 
diverse ang les with e qually effective, or even better re-
sults . 
The author does feel , however, that the facts reg ard-
ing Gray County as p resented in this thesis from an eco-
nomic interpretation are & contribution to availab le data 
of the Great Plains area . To the knowledg e of the author 
no similar study has ever been completed for an area so 
limited as a sing le county. Consequently this study 
assumes a form quite orig inal, in many asp ects, from any 
surveys previously made in this region. 
This study reveals, in many instances, economic and 
s ocial trends, development, and practice s which are clea r 
and unmistakab le. Conclusions f ormulated from the trends 
ap parent from analysis of material p resented in the f our 
ma in parts of the thesis foll ow unde r their resp ec tive 
headings. 
Natural Ch a racteristics 
The g enerally level character of the top og r aphy and 
the fertility of the soils as su res Gray County a v a st 
acreag e of a r ab l e l ands. Prob a bly less than 10 p e r c ent 
of the county area, located in the sandhills south of t h e 
Arkansas River, is unfit for cultivation, but even this 
land has p rovided f a ir pasture for lives t ock . Approxi-
mately 80 per cent of the land in the county is a fine 
silt loam, many feet in thi ckness , which is of t h e best 
soil found in the state for ag ricultural purp o s es. In the 
Arkansas Valley are upwards of 30 or 40 s quare miles of 
rich b ottom lands. 
uJ estern Kansas is several hundreds of miles from any 
larg e b ody of water and consequently has a typical con-
tlnental climate where moisture is the chief limiting 
factor of crop growth. The hig h elevation of Gray County 
also makes it espe cial l y sub ject to hig h winds, hot winds, 
soil blowing , hail storms, and numerous o t her factors 
~hich have a b earing on crop production . The growing sea-
sons, although vary ing considerab ly in leng th, are amp le 
for crop s which thrive here excep t that early fall fro sts 
often damag e the g rain sorghums . 
Availab le weather records covering more than sixty 
years demons trate t hat t h ere has been a great fluctua t ion 
in rainfall from year to year . Years with almost humid 
climate are followed by almost arid ones . The rang es in 
annual p recipitation at Cimarron have b een from 10 to 34 
i1ches with the average for the last 31 years b eing al-
most exactly 20 inches. The rainfall deficiency for the 
last six years has been by far the most ex tended and 
severe period on record. Inopp ortune distribution of 
rainfall, hot winds , wind erosion, and insect s are of ten 
more responsible than deficient annual ra i nfall for the 
uncertain crop returns for this area . 
In the past attempts at irrig ation from the Arkansas 
River have been made . These projects p roved unsuccessful 
mainly because mos t of the water was used for irr i g ation 
purposes farther up the valley. In recent years a very 
limited acreag e has been irrig ated from t he river. Vast 
underg round reservoirs of water from t h e underflow of the 
Arkansas River as well as other stra ta of s h eet water at 
v a r y i ng dep ths underlie p rac t ically every acre of Gray 
County. In the Arkansas Valley t h e underflow is found a t 
only a few feet and several pump i ng p lants have b een in-
stalled and a pp roximately 2 , 000 acres of l and irrig a ted. 
On the upland p lains windmill pump s are ut ilized to s upply 
water, from an averag e depth of 1 00 f eet, f or human use , 
for t h e livestock, and for the fami ly g arden. 
During dry years, when dry land fa rming becomes ex-
tremely unp rofitable, there is always talk of additional 
pump irr i g ation. The shallow dep ths at which wa ter is 
available in the Arkansas Vall y , and its more than 
:,!, o , 000 acres of rich bottom lands , would seem to create 
an ideal situation for pump irrig ation. The abs ence of 
any larg e towns for a market p rohib its the p rof itable 
g rowing or truck crop s. ug ar b ee ts , alfalfa, corn, and 
sorghums are successfully g rown under irrig ation in the 
Ga rden City distric.t of F inney County. To da t e, h owever, 
t h e necessary cap ital h a s not been forthcoming for similar 
development in Gray County. 
Greater p roductivity from Gray County's fertile soils 
will probably come from imp roved methods of soil culture 
r ather than from extensive utilization of the under-
g round water resources. 
Settlement Of County 
The overland mail, which b eg an in 1849 over the 
Santa F e Trail, brought the .first temp orary residents to 
p resent Gr ay County terr' itory. After the completion of 
the At chison, Top eka, and Santa Fe Railroad in 187 2 quite 
a numb er of men c ame wes t to hunt buff alo f or their hides. 
It was not until 1878 that the first homeste aders 
settled in Gray County . By 1884 only a very small portion 
of the county had been set t led and the peop le were in-
terested prin~ipally in raising lives t ock. 
During the period from 1 88 3 to 188 6 western Ka nsas 
had ab undant rainfall. The railr oad made a drive to sell 
its land g r a nt and the far mer s from the ea s t set t led on 
the short g rass country almost to the foothill s of the 
Rockies. The cattlemen had utilized this v a st rang e unt il 
then since 1872 and they did not like for the farmers to 
t ake over the prairies. The Great Blizzard of 1886 , which 
is generally reg arded as the worst in the history of this 
a r ea, removed the cattlemen .from comp etition with the far-
mer. 
While all of wes t ern Kansas was receiving favorab le 
rains, Gray County was b eing further blessed by the 
activities of a multi-millionaire promoter from New York, 
whose efforts added g reatly to the circu lating mediwn of 
the county. The benefactor's death in 1890 and the dry 
years which had already set in when Gray .County was or-
g anized in 1887 soon caused a deflation of the promising 
early boom. Only a b out a thousand people , who lived in 
very stringent circumstances remained in the county b y 
1898. Cattlemen ventured back into the county ag ain and 
ran their herds over the deserted f a rms that had g one 
back to sod. 
Beg inning in 1899 the t rend of population has been 
g enerally upward. The reset t lement of the county was slow 
until 1905 at which time the population totaled only 
1,746. 1906 saw the b eginning of the new l and boom and by 
1909 the population aggreg ated 3 ,053. 
Some of the reasons for a return of confidence in 
ag riculture were the developments in summer fallowing . It 
was found that some crops were more drought resistant than 
others and the underflow of the Arkansas River was dis-
covered and used on a limited scale for irrig ation. 
During the p eriod of 1914-1917 the war prosp erity was 
coming on rapidly. More than 1,700 people moved to Gray 
County. They were all b eg inning to see the potential 
riches in wheat. 
F rom 1920 to 1930 more than 1,400 were added t o the 
total population. Bumper crops and the fact that our 
export markets continued g ood after the war brought re-
t urns to the western Kansas farmer which were almost 
fabulous. The development of the tractor revolutionized 
farming in western Kansas--making larg e scale farming 
possible, improving the system of soil cul t ure, and b ring-
ing ab out the era of villag e farmers. 
The drought of 19 32-1936 has caused n o extensive 
exodus of p opulation. Ob viou s reasons are the aid from 
the f ederal g overnment, the nation-wide depression clos-
i ng opportun ities elsewhere, and t e fever of speculation 
which has imbued the farmers since the days of the b i g 
p rof its in the late 'twenties. 
The future g rowth or decline of p opulation dep ends, 
of course, on how t h e agricultural industry fares in the 
county. Should favorab le yields and prices be f orthcoming 
in the near future it is p rob ab le that a slight increase 
in population can b e expected. Should the present un-
certain condition continue within the country and t owns 
of Gray County and conditions elsewhere over the nation 
g enerally improve it is possible that some extensive ad-
justments in land ownership and p opulat ion would occur. 
Industries 
Agriculture is the only industry which has p layed an 
important role in the economi c development of Gray County. 
The larg e-scale r ange cat tle indus t ry which c rune in-
to being at the time of the comp letion of the Atchison, 
Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroa d in 1872 was short-lived, 
coming to an ab rup t ending with the severe b lizzard in 1886 . 
The early settlement of Gray County b y farraers in 1884 
to 1886 came a s the result of artificial s t i mulation b y 
the railroad comp any in offering its land g rant s at low 
prices and b y g iving low freight d p assenge r rat es to 
p rosp ective homeseekers. Also the United States Gove rnment 
offered the public domain to the land-hungry p ioneers and 
.J 
adventurers under the provisions of the Homes t ead and Tim-
ber Claim Acts. 
When the drought of 1887, and t he years of insufficient 
moisture i mmediately following , came, the h omeseeker with 
adequate c ap ital and without prac t ic a l ag ricultural ex-
p erience on the semi-arid p l a ins f aced s tarvation and most 
of them returned to the East. By 189-8 Gray County was 
practically dep opulated, and most of the few who remained 
did so mainly b ecause they were too poor to leave and had 
no place to g o. 
From 1898 to until after the World War the ag ricul t ur-
al development of t h e county was slow but stead ily upward. 
-
And rightly so, for there was neither economi c justif ica-
tion nor adequate knowledg e to b ring the semi-arid plain 
up to its full ag ricultural possib ilities. 
During this period many of the early settlers g ained 
prac t ical experience and ad ~qua t e cap i tal. Their intere sts 
centered chiefly in stock raising and c r op produ c tion was 
a imed to supplement livestock production rather t h an to 
compete with it. This practi cal method of far ming b rough t 
economic prosperity to many of the e arly set t lers who had 
'stuck it out' through the adver · ties of the early years . 
The new settlers who came in increas i ng pu.mbers year af ter 
year were g eneral l y slow in adopting t he pr a ct i cal me thod s 
which had b een worked out through a painful proces s by t h e 
pioneers over a long period consisting of b ad and g ood 
ye ars alike. 
As the trac t or and cinmb ine were developed and f ound 
e specially adaptable to the leve l a cres of western Kansas, 
b umper wheat crop s were produced on low- priced land. With 
only about t wo months a ye ar of farmi ng operations b eing 
required, the 1 suit case' farmer appeared on the scene, 
exploited the soil, drove land pri?es skyward, and up-
set the rational system of farming . Virtually a one-crop 
system featuring wheat growing came into b eing . 
The folly of the one-crop system and over-develop-
ment of agriculture did not become g enerally apparent un-
til the severe drought came in 1932 and continued unab at-
ed for a number of years . Land prices, mortg ag es, and 
local taxes in g eneral were found to be too high in pro-
portion to the averag e revenue- produ cing capaci t y of the 
reg ion. Only the Federal crop control and soil conser-
vation programs, with the accompanying benefit checks, 
saved the Gray County farmers from complete disaster . 
The present situation is of grea t concern to every-
one involved. The native buffalo g rass is g one, thousands 
of ac:bes which have been put under cultivation a.re sub -
ject to wind erosion, and the farmers as a whol·e are help -
less and cannot free themselves from the existing conditions. 
Any chang e in agricultural policy, either b ack to previou s 
conditions or to a more s a tisfactory land usag e in t he 
future , will requir-e, besides a l a r g e amount of cap i t al, 
the very best in planning and helpful guidance that this 
nation can :produce. 
The most i mmediate possib ility of temporary relief is 
a g ood wheat crop at fair prices and with this hope b efore 
them the Gray County farmers planted the l arg est wheat 
crop in history in the fall of 1936, which ag ain failed 
to p roduce a crop . 
In spite of recent crop failures and low prices, in-
dic ~t ions are that the wheat industry will continue to b e 
the dominating industry in this county. Under normal 
conditions larg e quantities of fine wheat can b e p roduced 
at a low cost and the marke t demand for this typ e of 
wheat can usually be d epended on. The drought p eriod has 
made it imp erative that the farmer learn b etter me thods 
of soil culture. Methods of cultivation have b een de -
velop ed by some of the resourcefu l farmers whi ch have 
achieved succes sful results even during t he drought p eriod . 
Some of these methods will to some ext ent b e adopted b y 
the f armers in g eneral. Harmful cultivation p ractices 
inducing soil erosion such as tilling dry soil with one-
way p lows and discs will be in le ss favor in the fut ure 
thus tending to p revent wind erosion and a recurrence of 
the dust storms. 
Under the s t imulus of the g overnment soil conserva-
tion p rog ram and the le s s ons learned concerning a one-
crop system when f ail ures and low prices occur, a con-
siderable increa s e in diversified ag riculture with fe ed 
crops and livestock be ing featured will undoub t ed ly re-
have b ecome a cause of a pp rehension which in many in-
st ances have p roven insurmountable. Further scaling down 
of interest rates would be a material aid during the 
present hard times. 
Development of i mportant industries other than agri-
culture in Gray County is rather remote at present. A 
possibility for industrial development lies in the dis-
covery of oil or nat ural g as. No deep tests for these re-
sources have been drilled as yet in Gray County. It lies 
midway between the oil and g as field of Clark County and 
the oil field of southern Scott County. Considerab le 
acreag e of Gray County land is under lease by oil comp anies 
and in 1935 some $ 20 , 000 was p aid to land owners in lease 
money. 
Mainly because of the lack of fuel and p ower, and 
large nearb y markets, no manufacturing indus t ri e s of any 
consequence are now found with in the county. The · local 
markets in Gray County are supp lied almos t entirely b y 
retailers selling manufac t ured p roduc.ts ship ped in from 
outside the county. 
Social Development 
The schools, churches, roads and highways, railroads, 
telephones, teleg raph, o t her public utilities, t he pub lic 
service institutions, and th~ homes are the sub stan c e of 
the social heritag e of the peop le of Gr ay County. 
The pioneers who settled in Gray County faced numer-
ous hard ships, many of them peculiar to t h e semi-arid 
p rairie country. Also the pioneers here had many advan-
t ag es which other American p ioneers did not have . In 1872 
daily mail and teleg raph services as well a s o ther advan-
tag es of older settled communities were at once avail-
ab le to the settlers as a result of the comp letion of the 
railroad and associated enterp rise s . 
The development of the towns, where a maj ority of the 
s ocial ins t itutions are located, is in a fair measure an 
accurate g auge of the social wealth of the c ounty as a 
whole. 
Cimarron, the most imp ort ant trading center, and p re-
sent county seat, has had a leading plac e in the annals of 
southwestern Kansas. The town started a s a railroad 
station in the s p ring of 187? and soon a small town de-
velop ed there. The early ~erchants had a vast trading 
territory in southwestern Kansas, Dodg e City, nineteen 
miles east, being the only important competitor. By 1886 
Cimarron had grown to a city of importance with a popula-
tion in the neighb orhood of 1,000 and asp ired to become 
the county seat of newly org anized Gray County. In July 
of 1887 Cimarron was named temp orary county seat but lost 
to the millionaire-sponsored promotional town of I ngalls 
in a disputed election as a result of the decision of the 
Sup reme Court. After the drought had caused a dep opula-
tion of Ing alls an election was call ed in 1893 and the 
county seat went to Cimarron. 
General business conditions remained at a low ebb for 
a number of years. In 1900 the population of Cimarron was 
only a b out 200 . F rom that date until 1932 Cimarron ex-
perienced a continuous g rowth and evelopment, the popula-
tion b eing 587 in 1910 and reaching 1,005 in 1930 . Most 
of the outstanding civic imp rovements in Cimarron have 
been completed sin ce 1928. This tendency orig inated from 
the g reat wealth received from the bump er wheat crop s of 
that p eriod. The drought and depression have hamp ered the 
g eneral p rog ress of the city, but in 1933 the fine $1 30,000 
school plant was completed as a PWA project. The popula-
tion of Cimarron has declined by about 10 p er cent during 
the drought. When good years return Cimarron should make 
a rap id recovery. A fair share of the county's business is 
g ravitating towards Cimarron because of the county seat 
activities a nd as a result the town should have some fur-
ther p opulation g rowth and development. The nearness of 
the larger trading centers of Dodg e City and Garden City 
lab els a prediction of extensive growth, during this era 
of rap id transportation, for Cimarron as unsound. 
Ingalls had its inception in 1884 as the p et s cheme 
of a multi-millionaire p romoter, who p lanned the town f or 
county seat so that it might be a fitting p lace of the 
source of his million-dollar irr i g ation d itch. Ing alls 
was to be tax free and the p romoter p romised to s p end 
$100,00 0 for public improvements. By lavish s p ending and 
the making of many promises, the county seat went to In-
g alls in the election of 1887. Th town h ad consid erab le 
business development for a time but in 18 90 the deat h of 
t he p romoter, the fai l ure of the irrig ation ditch, and 
rep eated crop failures caused the town to shrink to half 
a dozen houses. In the election of 1 893 t h e county seat 
v as g iven to Cimarron, but Ingalls manag ed to survive as 
a small trading p lace during the hard t imes. In recent 
y ears the town has made quite a recovery mainly due to the 
building of grain elevators, schools, and churches. In 
1932 the population reached 280 but has declined to 211 
in 1936. Ingalls is only six miles from Cimarron and there-
fore one can exp ect it to g row very lit t le, i f any , in 
the future. The town is the location of the larg e c onsol-
idat ed sch ool and of t he only Roman Ca t holic Chur ch in 
t he county. This, and t he f a ct that a number of far mer s 
live there, should p erp etuate the vi l lag e of I ng all s f or 
many years to come. 
Montezuma was p romo t e d in 188 6 b y a town comp any 
which p rop osed Rich land Count y with Montezuma as t h e 
c ounty seat. In Se p temb er of 1 887 t he p romot ers traded 
their county seat a s p irations to t h e Ing al l s p r omoter f or 
t h e p romise of a railroad. The r a ilroad was bu i lt an d the 
town was advertised wid-ely, but t h e dry y e ars came and the 
p opulation reached only 1 09. S ince t here was n o bu s ines s 
the railroad was taken u p and t he town site was v a cated in 
1895. 
The Atchison, Top eka, and Santa F e Railroad buil t its 
Colmar cu t-off in 1 91 ~ and i n Ma y of t h a t y ear laid out 
a new town t wo or three mil e s north of t h e old t own si t e , 
naming it Montezuma for its p red ecessor. Mon tezuma g rew 
rema rkably fast and _soon had a l a r g e trade terr itory , rank-
ing second only to Cimarron in the county. Wheat brought 
prosp erity to Montezuma and its trad e territory and s i x 
larg e g rain elevators were constructed there. In May 1937 
the town claimed a p opulation of 40 2 and had elect ric 
lights, a city water system, natural g as, f ine modern 
g rade and high schools, and a new $ 50,000 church building . 
Because of its strateg ic loca tion in the _ south p art of 
the county, Montezuma has trade p rosp ec ts which promise 
to ma intain it as the only important trade center in the 
county b esides Cima r ron . 
The town of Copela nd had its beg inn i ng in June , 1912, 
soon after the comp letion of the b ranch line of the 
A. T. & S . F . Railroad through the south part of the 
county. Cop eland g rew rap idly and continued to develop 
until the recent drought. The p opulat ion had reached 
460 in 1931, but more t han one-third of the p opulation has 
lef t since the drought. Indica tions are that Cop eland may 
b e unable to recover much of its tr de territory when 
better times return. The schoo:I,s there are not e.ons olidat-
ed and the bank was recently moved to Su blette . Cop eland 
will undoub ted ly continue to be a wheat shipp i ng point of 
considerable imp ortance sinc e the larg e 500 , 000 bushel 
g rain elevator is locate.ct there. The t own will probab ly 
be the home of a considerable number of farmers who · operate 
i n the surrounding wheat dis t rict, and s h ould ma intain it s 
p opulation at a bout its present level. Fu ture growth is 
prob lematical since Montezuma has apparently won the p o s i-
t ion of' sup remacy in t he south p art of t h e county chief ly 
because it is more strat eg ically located. 
The town of Ensig n wa s promot ed in the bo om days of 
1886 b y a· town company whose ef f or t s wer e rather unsucc e ss -
ful. The railroad which Soule, the Ing alls promoter , built 
to Montezuma in 188 7 missed Ensign b y about a mile and the 
town was moved to the railroad in 1888 . When the r ailroad 
was taken up in 18 95, the town failed to survive. Ensign 
was again moved, having been es tab li shed as a country post-
office, when the A. T. & s . F . Railroad built i ts line 
through t he south part of the county in 1912 . The town 
had a fain trade terr itory and bec ame a whe a t shipp ing 
po int of import ance during t he recent boom . Si n ce t he 
depression the town has lost much of its trade , the bank 
having been consolidated wi t the one at Montezuma , and the 
p roximity of Dodg e City on the east and Cimarron on the 
north make the future of this small town app ear v ery un-
favorable. 
Due to the development in communication and trans -
portation and the g enerally rura l character of Gray County , 
none of the towns in Gr ay County c an exp ect much de velop-
ment in the future. Cimarron, because it is the county 
seat, and Mont ezuma, which is advantag eously locat efr: in the 
south part of the county, are the only towns which app ear 
to have much ch ance for future d ev e lopment. Copeland , which 
has a fair location, should maintain . itself at ab out its 
' present level, while Ingalls and Ensig n will probably con-
tinue to decline. 
The local newsp apers have had an important place in 
the social development of Gray County. The first news-
paper was established at Cimarron in March, 1879. During 
the boom days of 1886 newspap ers .were established in every 
town and hamlet and were loud in p raises of their resp ec-
tive towns. The drought forced these newsp ap ers out of 
business and by 1894 only the Jacksonian at Cimarron re-
mained to advertise Gray County in its slow climb upward . 
New s p apers were established at Montezuma and Copeland in 
1914, b ut the newspap er at Cop eland has bee n closed . The 
weekly newsp aper at Cimarr on has definite place in the 
county and will continue to have a g ood circulat ion . It 
is al·so p os s ible t hat the Mont ezuma newsp ap er may continue 
to fill a definite need in the south part of the county. 
The chQrches have always been an i mportant p art of 
the social heritag e of the county. At the time of the 
settlement of the county many of the school houses were 
utilized for union church s ervices. La t er small churches 
were built in eB.ch of the towns. In 1931 the beautiful 
Roman Catholic Church was comp leted at Ingalls and the year 
before the Methodists built modern churches at Cimarron 
a nd Montezuma. The Mennonites , a German- s p eaking relig i-
ous sect, r a n k ; s econd onl y to the Met hodists in numb ers 
and ma intain three rural churches in the county . 
At t h e p resent time practi c ally e_very community has 
one to thr ee study or recreational clubs . This is in 
marked con trast to former t i mes , when few clubs were main-
tained . Some of the outstanding organizations at the 
p r e s ent t ime are the F arm Bureau club s , which swep t the 
county in 19~~9 , the 4-H club s , and the s tudy club s . The 
c ounty fa i r , which was org anized at Cimarron in 1910 has 
enjoyed considerab le success . 
The Atchison , Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 
was l a r ge l y instrumental in the settlement of the county 
and h as continued to s erv e t he t erritory well . In 1912 
the s ame comp any b u i lt a b r anch through the south part of 
the county g iving that p art of t h e count y a direct outlet . 
The railroad is by f ar the l arg est tax payer in the county . 
The second heavi e s t t ax p ayer in the county is the Ar gus 
P ipe Line Company -~ h ich construc ted i t s trunk line and dis-
tribution sys t ems i_n 1929. Ot he r i mpor tant publi c utili -
t ies are the teleg raph and telephone companie s . At t h e 
present time the pu blic utility p rop erty tota ls 17 p er 
cent of the county valuation. 
In the early days the majority of the school houses 
were built of sod and were as a rule p oorly equip ped • 
. @he attendance was low, school terms short, and teachers 
were p oorly trained and paid . No noticeable advan ce wa s 
made until af t er 1900 . The first hig h sch o ol , the one at 
Ci marron, w~s org anized in 1908. F rom 1915 to 1919 high 
s chools were org anized at each of t h e other towns and 
g reat prog ress has characterized the Gray County school 
prog ram from that date. In 1920 the rural school s near 
I ngalls, Cimarron, and Monte zuma were consolidat ed and at 
the p resent time only about 20 per c ent of t he cou nty's 
school children are in at tendance in the one-teacher rural 
schools. A larg e increase i n hig h school enro l lments and 
the construction ·of school building s at Cop eland , Monte-
zu;,~a , and Cimarron are the mo s t noteworthy dev elopments in 
the school situa t ion during the l ast few y ears . The 
p e op le of Gray County are p roud of t heir schools , which 
are remarkab le under prevailing circumstanc es, and as a 
result the educational facilities should keep p ace with 
developments elsewhere. 
Although several banks were org anized at the time of 
the organization of the co~nty it was not until 1906 that 
the banking business reached a sizeab le figure. In 1 9 29 
the total resources of Gray County banks approximated one 
million dol l ars. Since that date two b anks have b een con-
solidated and one was clo sed-,whi ch resulted in a heavy 
lo ss to depositors. At t he p resent time only three banks 
are op erating, one each at Cimarron, Montezuma, and In-
g alls, and in line with other general trends it is re-
ported that ~some stockholders of the last named bank are 
in f avor of moving it to the nearby and larg er town of 
Cimarron. 
Long term credit, consisting principally of loans on 
farm.s and homes, was until recently furnished by individ-
uals, local companies and investment houses . The Federal 
Land Bank b egan loaning on farm real estate in 1917 and 
when the l aw of 193·3 lowered the interest rate it became 
the chief mor tgage h older in the county . The various life 
insurance comp anies h old most of the farm mortg ag es not 
held b y the F ederal Land Bank . The HOLC has loaned $60 , 0 00 
to urban p rop erty owners sin ce 1933. 
One of the most imp ortant assets of the residents of 
Gray County is a fi ne road system. Twenty years ag o 
practically no roads were maintained b y the county, the 
level top og raphy , p ractically free from ob struction by 
f ences and cultivated fields, permitting travel in almost 
any desired direc t ion. S ince 1920 a fine system of g raded 
and g ravelled roads has b een construc ted to meet the re-
quirements of the consolidated schoo l busses, wheat trucks, 
and automobiles which must make frequent trips. Also 
three fine all-weather through h i g hways are maintained by 
state and federal government support. The county road 
system has underg one cont inued imp rovement during the 
drought and depression, several projects having been com-
p leted under the sup ervision of PWA and WPA . 
A g ood measure of the achievements, social and econo-
mic, of any g roup of people is found, more than any p lace 
else, in the homes which are maintained. In Gray County, 
with the except ion of the city of Cimarron, the adoption 
of modern i mprovements and convenienc es ha s been extreme-
ly tardy. At present electrical lights and p ower, city 
water and sewer, natural gas, and o ther modern conveniences 
are available to the resident of Cimarron, Montezuma and 
Co peland. Ing alls and Ensig n have electric lights and 
power but do not have some of the other improvements. 
The rural homes have underg one no g reat development 
during the last score of years des:p i te the p eriod o.f' 
s p ectacular prosperity during the 'twenties . While it is 
true that more than $500,000 was added to the value of 
farm buildings in the decade just prior to 1930 , the fact 
also remains that the majority of the houses in use today 
have not been imp roved in any way since they were built 
20 or 30 years ago. 
A larg e part of the larg e incomes of t h e decad e of 
the 'twenties was directed into channels f or the pu rchase 
of implements and machinery. In t he year of 1929 alone 
a lmost a million dollars, or t wice as mu ch as was expend-
ed in a decade for b u ild ing improvements, was i nves t ed in 
machinery. 
In 1929 only 17 f arms used electr i c powe r , only 71 
were lighted b y electri c i ty, and b u t 197 h ad water piped 
to the home. During the depre s sion and drought years, 
home imp rovements of this k i nd have naturally b e en at a 
standstill. Also r ural e lectrif icat i on proj ec ts ar~ ex -
tremely unlikely in t h is s par se l y settled farm area . I n 
p resent trends may be not ed t hat many farm h omes are b e -
i ng deserted, and yet the ac reag e under cu l tivation has 
not declined, while the numb er of fa r mer s has ac t ually in-
creas ed . Indications are t h at many of t he f arms are b e-
ing op erated from the towns, where mod ern c onv eniences are 
availab le, or b y p ersons living out side the c ounty . 
It will b e i n t eres t ing to note what t rends t h e future 
economic developme~t of the count y will f ollow. Will the 
present tendencies of the movement away f rom the f arms and 
t he increase in the numb er of vil l ag e and 'su i t c ase' far -
mers continue? The outcome of such a course wi l l b e a 
concentration on larg e-scale wheat production, with t h e 
major social advance coming in the improvement of trans-
portation facilities and the ins t itutions located in 
the towns. Or will f uture events g enerate a g enuine 
back-to-the-land movement, resulting in a well-balanced 
farm program capable of sup porting a prog ressive and 
permanent rural population? 
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Kans a s St ate .Agricu ltu r a l Colleg e, Ag r i cu ltural Exper i ment 
Station. Relation of crop yie l d s to quant i t y of i rr i g a -
tion water in southwestern Kansas . Manha t tan, Kans a s, 
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Kansas State Board of Agriculture , Biennial Reports . 
Topeka , Kansas , State Printer , 188 9 -1937 . 
Cont a ins detailed annual statisti c s of lives t ock 
and field crop s by eounties . These officia l record s 
provided the basic data for this study , esp ecia lly 
f or t he study of agriculture . 
Kans as Stat e His t orica l Society. Collect i ons. Topeka , 
Kans as , State Printer , 1897-1 9 25 . Contents: Vol . 6 - 8, 
1 0 , 1 2 , and 1 6 . 
Sev eral articles concerning t h e e a rly local h istory 
of Gray County were drawn u p on f or material and as an 
a id in substantiating i nforma tion obt a ined fr om other 
s ources. 
Kansas Supreme Court. Kansas rep orts. Vol . 4~ . Top eka , 
Kansas, St ate Prin ter, 1890 , p . 54 to 96 . 
Contains the c as e of t he litigat ion resulting from 
the d isputed count y seat election i n 1887 and the d e-
cision a s handed down by the court. A g ood source f or 
facts covering this asp ect of the county' s history . 
Kelly,' E . E • .An old cattleman's s t or y . ( :(:n the Topeka 
Daily Capital, Topeka , Kansas . Feb . 18 , 1 934 . ) 
The story of D. w. 11 Doc 11 Barton, of Ingalls, Kansa s 
who estab lished the first cattle ranch in western 
Kansa s in 1878 , is told. This is a noteworthy article 
ab out the adventures of the man who has wi tnes s ed a 
g reater period of Gray County history than anyone a live 
today . 
Lande s, Kenneth K, with State Geolog ica l Survey of Kansas 
and Kansas State Planning Board . Mineral resou rces of' 
Kansas counties, Vol. 38, No. 11, Mineral Resou rces 
Circular 6. Lawrence, Kansas , University of Kansas, 19 37. 
A valuable survey of minera l re s ources and probab le 
future development. Contains a rep ort for Gray County . 
Montezurna Chief. Aug. 7, 1 886 to June 1 ~, 1887 . Mont ezuma, 
Kansas, J. H. Hebard, ed itor and manag er , 1886-1887. 
Imp ortant source of i nformation ab out the old town 
of Montezuma. 
Mont ezuma Press. June 10 , 1920. Montezuma , Kansas, Earl 
Fickert, editor, 1920. 
Reference is made to the p ric e of l and in the Monte-
zuma vicinity at this date. 
The New West. May 14 and May 21, 1 88 1. Cimarron , Kansas, 
A. D. Wettick, Publ isher , 1 881. 
Contains some of t he earliest availab le d a ta con-
cerning the development and settlement of the county 
and the g rowth of the town of Cimarron. 
Peterson, Elmer T. The battles of phantom cities. (In 
S__. aturday Evening Post, Vol. 1 99, June 4 , 1927 . Phi l a -
del phia, The Cur t is Pub li shing Company, 1927 , p . 45 to 
47, 213to 218). 
The story of the Cimarron and I ngalls county s eat 
f i ght as told by a reliable authority . Mr. Peters on 
e d ited a newsp aper in Gray County f or many y ear s and 
had access to t h e f iles of the paper cov e r i ng t h e early 
period. A valuable ref erence. 
Peterson, Elmer T. Trump ets we st. Ne w York , Sears Pub -
li shing Company , 1932 , p. 1 27-280. 
A novel writ t en abou t t h e development of south-
western Kansas. The auth or of the b ook l i v ed i n Gray 
County for several yea rs wher e he edited the news -
p aper at Cimarron. The setting of t h e story is in 
Gray County and covers the period from 1 885 until the 
l9 e::; 0 1 s. The story is told vividly and is an i mportant 
contribution to the literatur e of s ou t hwes tern Kansas 
and particularly to Gray County . 
Richardson, P. N. and Rister, C. C. Th e g r eater s ou t hwest. 
Glendale~ California, Arthur H. Cla r k Comp any, 1 934 . 
p. 345- 362. 
Reference has been made in t h e t hesi s to the c auses 
enumerated for the pas sing of the ope n range i n western 
Kansas. 
Sta t e Superintendent of Pub lic Instr uction of Kansas. 
Biennial reports. Topeka, Kansa s , St a te Print er, 1889-
1937. 
Much of the nece s sary data for the summary of the 
school development was obtained from these reports. 
southwestern Bell Telephone Company General Commercial 
Engineering Dep artment . Economic survey of Kansas . 
St. Louis, Mis s ouri, 1930. 230 p . 
This report was made by a department of the pu b lic 
utility company to its manag ement for t he purp0se of 
. studying the economic prog ress of the several reg ions 
of the state of Kans a s and their pot ent i a l telephone 
market. The book was of value in providing a broader 
persp ective of the p os s i b le scope of an economic 
survey. 
United State-s Department of Agriculture . Pl ant industry 
bulletin. No. 171, 172 , 178, 184-188 , 190 , 191. 
ashing ton, United States Government Print i ng Off ice, 
1910. 17 p. 
A study of the r e l at ive i mportance of various fac -
tors on wheat p roduction in t h e Great Plains area f or 
the 1 2-year period preced i ng 1 91 0. 
United s tates Department of Agriculture , Office of Experi-
ment Stations. Exp er i ment st a tion record . Vol . 58 . 
Washi ngton, Government Printing Office , 19G8 . p . 321 . 
A report on the results of exp erimentation in g row-
ing crops by irrig at ion. 
United St a tes Department o f Agriculture . Year b ook 1908 . 
Washing ton, Government Print i ng Off ic e , 1904 . p . 287- 289 . 
Contains an article on the so -c a ll ed chang es of 
climate in the West and cites stat istics f or t he Dodg e 
City stat ion f rom 187 5 to 1907. 
United States Department of Agriculture , Weather Bureau 
Kansas Section . Climatolog ical data . Top eka, Ka ns a s, 
1930-1937. 
Monthly bulletins covering weather data from all 
of the official weather observation stations in Kansas 
are issued. Contains cumulative averages dating back 
to the beg inning of records. 
Unit ed States Dep artment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census . 
United States census of agriculture: 1935 . Washington , 
U. S . Gover:nment Printing Of f ice, 1936 . p. 351- 375 . 
Statistics of farms, farm acreag e and value , and 
s e lected livestock and crops stat istics are g iven . A 
valuable supp l ement to the report s of the U. s . Census . 
United Stat es Dep artment of Commerce , Bureau of the Census . 
Eleventh to :F1 ifteenth Census, 18 90 to 1930 . Washington , 
Government Printing Office, 1892-19 3~ . 
Eleventh and twelfth census is sued by census offic e , 
Department of the Interior. 
Works Progress Administration Writers Project of Kans a s . 
Americ an guide . (Unpublished files). Topeka , Kansas , 
Works Progress Administration, 1937. 
All of the unpublished data concerning Gray County 
was b orrowed through the courtesy of Mr . R . R. MacGreg or, 
Director of the VPA Writers Project of Kansas . Consider-
able data about the early history of Gray County has 
been comp iled, some of which was f ound acceptab le for 
this thesis. Due to the extreme inexp erience of the re-
searchers too much reliance c annot be p laced on the 
authenticity of the material presented . 
PERSONAL I NTERVIEVS 
And erson, Arthur. Cimarron, Kansas, April 2 5 , 1937. 
As m~nag er of the district of fice of the Western 
Telephone Comp any and a r e s i d ent of t h e co unty for 
more than thirty ye e.r s , h e was ab le to furnish re-
liable informa t ion on the history of the t e lephone 
business in Gray County . 
arton, Clayton. Cimarron , Kansas , April 25 , 1937 . 
Mr. Earton has been c ounty eng ineer of Gray County . 
for more than a dec ade . He an s wered some questions 
rel a tive t o the Gray County road s ys t em. 
Ba rton , D. 11Doc u . I ngalls , Kans a s, Apri l 26 , 1937 . 
r1Doc n Bart on wa s t he fir s t c att l eman to utilize the 
range west of Dodg e Ci t y, comi g here from Texa s in 
1872 . Now p ast 90 , and s t ill in g ood health , he is 
one of t h e best au thorities on t he e arly h i story of 
this terr itory, esp ecially i nt e r e sting a re h is stor i e s 
ab ou t the Cimarron Crossing and t he Old Sant a F e Tra il . 
Brice, Ha rry. Cimarron, Kans a s , Ap ril 25 , 1937 . 
Came to Gr ay County before it was organ iz ed and 
since t h en has been a civic l ead er , hav i ng b e en county 
a ttorney for several t e r ms . He h a s t h e onl y complete 
se t of abstract books in the cou n t y and was kind enough 
to check bac k through his record s of many years f or 
inf ormat ion rela tive to years which showed the l a r g est 
number of land s a l es . 
Burns , Joseph H. I ngalls, Kansas, April 26, 1937. 
Born in Ing alls and the first graduate of the In-
galls Rural Hig h School, in 1 916, and now Cash ier of 
the Farmers State Bank at Ingalls, he knows I ngalls 
and its trading territory like a book. He volunteered 
much about the local sta t u s of the bank i ng b us i ness , 
s chools-, churches, and other ins ti tut ions. 
Burns, Terrence. Ingalls, Kansas, April 26, 1937. 
Foreman for the A. T . & S . Y. Ra ilroad at Ing all s 
for forty years. Now retired. His parents , Iri sh 
immig rants, settled in the Arkansas Valley near In-
g al l s more tha n sixty years ag o. Mr. Burns is an 
authority on the history of the deve l opment of the 
county. 
Cessna, C. B. Ingalls, Kansas, April 26, 1937 . 
Banker, insurance man , F ederal Land Bank ag ent, 
farmer, and school b oard member . Advanced some val-
uable opinions and g a ve per t inent inf ormation on the 
schools and f a rm loan situa t ion. 
Cimarron Farmers Cooper a tive Oil Company . Cimarron, Kansas , 
April 25 , 1937. 
Interviewed the p erson in charg e of office who 
was kind enough to g ive fact s and figures ab ou t this 
farmer-owned enterprise. 
Cleary , M. G . I ngalls, Kansa s , April 26 , 1937 . 
Superintendent of t he Ing alls Consolidated School s 
since 1935 . Superintendent at Cimarron i n 1 91 2 and 
helped org anize the high school at I ngalls i n 1916 and 
was first - p rincipal. He willing l y supplied any inform-
ation desired ab out t he development of Gray County 
schools. 
Egb ert, J. H. Cimar r on , Kansas , Ap ri l 2 5 , 1937 . 
Present mayor of t he c ity of Cimarr on . Has b een 
a leader in bus i n es s and p ol itic s of county f or many 
y e ars. A res i d e n t of Gr ay County f o r more than 50 
years. He is prob ab l y t he best i nf ormed p e r s on on 
t he econ omi c backg r ound of t he county . He wa s in 
ch a r g§ of t h e HOLC prog r am in Gr a y County . 
Emmons , G . T. Cop ela nd , Kansa s , April 2 7 , 1 937 . 
Cash i e r of Cop e l and S tate Bank . Gav e i nf ormation 
on city of Cop eland , t h e b anking and b u sin ess s i t uation , 
and ab ou t t he sch oo l s . 
Ersk i ne , C. B . Cima rron , Kans a s , Apri l 25 , 19 37 . 
Pre s ident of t he F irst Nat i ona l Ba nk at Cima rron 
s i n c e 1912 . Gave a valuabl e i n t erview on t he b ank-
ing and fa rm si tuation i n the count y s i n ce 1 91 2 . 
Er ski n e, Mrs. C. B . Cimar r on , Ka nsas , April 25 , 1 937 . 
Promi n ent club woman who h a s b een a Gr ay Count y 
r es i d ent al l her l i fe . F ormerly c ount y sup er i n t endent 
of school s . She p oint ed out l og ical p er s on s to i n t er-
view, thus saving time. She a lso pu t at my d isp o s al 
the material u sed b y the Gr ay County Federat ed Womens 
Club s in p re s enting t h eir h i s tor i c a l p ag ean t i n 1 9 31 
dep icting the p rog res s of Gr ay County . She a l s o 
placed numerous papers in my h a nds on loc a l h i story 
by memb ers of the various clu b s. 
Hainline, w. L. Cop el and, Kansas, Ap ril 27, 1937. 
Assistant Ca shier of Copel a nd Sta t e Ba nk and city 
clerk of the city of Cop ela nd. He supplemented 
material ~iven b y Mr. Emmons . He a l s o g av e some 
0 • 
figures ab out t h e municip al water p lant and t h e ligh ts 
set-up. 
Harris, Jack. Cimarron, Kansas , Apri l 25 , 1937 . 
City clerk of Cimarron f or a number of y ears . 
Gave inf ormation relative t o the city and its i m-
provements, sub stantiating h is remarks by f i g u res 
as shown on his records. 
Hatfield, o. H. Copel and , Kans a s, Ap ril 2 7 , 1 937 . 
Manag er of the Farm~r s Equity Exchang e at Cop e-
l and , t he l arg e s t farmer-owned elevator in the 
world . Told the history of t his or g a niza tion . 
Hi nkhouse , Kenneth . Cimarr on , Kansas . April 25 , 1937 . 
Sup eri ntendent of s ch ools a t Cimar r on f rom 1936 
to 1938 . Told about operat ion and f inancing of 
Cima r r on 1 s new $ 130 , 000 sch ool b ui lding . 
Leatherwood, J. C. Cimarr on , Kans a s , Ap ril 28 , 1937. 
County Trea surer of Gray County . Made available 
information on number of c ar li c ense s , tax levie s , etc . 
Mc Reynold s , H . H. Mont ezuma , Kansa s , April , 1937 . 
Cashier of Monte zuma St ate Bank , member of Monte -
zuma Board of Educ ation, and a le ading ci t i zen of 
t hat t own s i n ce 1914 . He answered qu es tions raised 
about the bus i ne ss and social lif e of Montezuma and 
its trading t erritory . 
Montezuma St a te Bank , Ass is t ant Cashier . Montezuma , 
Kansas , April 27 , 1 937. 
This young g entleman, whose n ame I d o not have , 
was city clerk of Montezuma . He wa s a l s o s cout 
master of the scout troop of tha t p l ace . He g ave 
facts and figures about t he ci ty ' s municip ally 
owned wa ter plant and about t he financing of the 
new ~~6, 000 scout cab in. 
Peat, F. E . Ens i g n, Kansas , April 27 , 19 37 . 
Member of S ch ool Board and manag er of the 
Farmers Coop era t ive Gra in and Supp l y Comp any . Lived 
in Ensig n vicinity for many years . Gave valuable 
facts about a variety of sub jects pertaining to the 
g rowth of the town of Ensig n and its trading terri-
tory. 
Schmidt, D. J . H. Montezuma, Kansa s , April 27 , 1937 . 
Mr. Schmidt is a l eader in the Mennonite colony 
northwest of Montezuma and answered , to the b est of 
his ability, any and all questi ons asked about the 
economic and relig ious life of his p eople . 
Smith , C. A. Garden City , Kans as , Apr i l ~8 , 1937 . 
Mr. Smith is Secretary- Treasurer of the Garden 
Ci ty Production Credit Association . Furni shed 
fig ures relat ive to Gray County b usiness handled by 
the association. 
-a gner, F . A. Garden City , Kansas , April 28 , 1937 . 
Manager of the Garden City Exp eriment St at ion . 
Mr. Wag ner made availab le all crop and weather data 
comp iled s ince the station was first sta rted in 1912 . 
Walker, F. C. Ciraarron, Kansas, April 25, 1938. 

